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 BREAKFAST WITH SANTA Sunday December 21st 

Message from the hall committee:-  

A huge thank you to everyone in our community who came along to support óBreakfast with Santaô. We were absolutely delight-

ed to welcome 90 people through the doors ð what a fantastic turnout!  

Your support, smiles, and festive spirit made the morning really special and helped create some lovely memories for our children 
and families. Thank you also to everyone who helped behind the scenes to make the event such a success. We truly appreciate 
your continued support of our village hall and community events.  

LOCAL COMMUNITY EVENTS 
 As always the Christmas period is a busy one for the Painscastle and district communities. We bring a look-back at some 
of the events which help to make this a special time of year. I am glad to report that Santa and his representatives visited 
Painscastle; and there have been plenty of opportunities for both children and adults to gather together to share in the season of 
good will. As the new year begins, I often reflect on the past, and I would like to wish all our readers A HAPPY NEW YEAR.    
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IN YOUR GARDEN 

 Is it the lengthening of daylight, the first sight-
ings of snowdrops, crocus, maybe the sound of a bee on 
them or the newly opened buds of viburnum, daphne, 
wintersweet? The song of a thrush, dunnock, perhaps 
even a skylark? January and February are usually the 
coldest months of the year, but often there are days 
when we can feel so invigorated by these stirrings, these 
promises of a new season.  
 And even on days when we donôt feel particularly 
invigorated, to wrap up and go into the garden with a 
sense of purpose, secateurs in hand, it can be mighty 
therapeutic. Pruning, whether it be shrubs, roses, fruit 
bushes or trees neednôt be daunting (unless you canôt 
find the secateurs). Thereôs a wealth of advice online, 
admittedly some of it needlessly complex, but many of 
the rules can be broken with impunity. Apples and Pears 
will benefit from being opened up, cutting out some of 
the crowded branches in the centre. Reducing a propor-
tion of the new growth will keep them manageable. 
Stone fruits should be pruned when in leaf to avoid sil-
ver leaf fungus. For currants and gooseberries, see 
Welsh Fruit Stockôs growing guides. 
 For shrubs, much of the work will be to keep 
them to a suitable size. There are two approaches. If you 
like tidiness and order in the garden, trimming them 
with shears (or hedgetrimmers) to produce topiary is 
probably your favoured way. They will probably need to 
be done in summer as well. The other way is to prune 
out a selection of branches and shoots, so you are left 
with a smaller version which doesnôt look as if itôs been 
trimmed, and keeps its natural shape. This method has 
the advantage of being more likely to retain some of the 
flower buds. 
 In the meantime, check on stored fruit and taters 
for rots and rodents. Protect brassicas from pigeons, if 
necessary, by draping netting over them. Brassica white-
fly seems particularly prevalent this year. Itôs a different 
species from glasshouse whitefly, and rarely has any 
adverse effect on the plants. 
 Do your own versions of whatôs become known 
as mind-
fulness. 
Go out 
there and 
absorb the 
hidden 
activity, 
around you 
and under 
your feet, 
of nature 
preparing 
itself for 
spring. 
 May the redwings be with you. 

John the Gardener   

07702241725 
emma@pilatesemma.co.uk 

DECK THE BALLS BINGO at RHOSGOCH GOLF 

CLUB on December 19th  

 There was plenty of laughter and lively atmosphere at 

Rhosgoch Golf Club as 
locals gathered for a fun

-filled evening of Deck 

the Balls Bingo. 
 The popular 

event saw a twist on 

traditional bingo, com-
plete with upbeat music, 

themed calls and plenty 

of memorable moments. 
From sing-along num-

bers to spontaneous 

dancing and loud 
cheers, the night was all 

about letting loose and 

having fun together. 
 

BRYNGWYN CHURCH TEA PARTY 
  
Bryngwyn Church 
 held their annual 
Christmas party on 
Saturday 27th Decem-
ber at Rhosgoch Golf 
Club. Grinch and Fa-
ther Christmas were in 
attendance this year, 
and the children thor-
oughly enjoyed the 
party. Thank you to 
everyone who helped 
make the event such a 
great success. 


