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PAINSCASTLE FETE IN COLOUR  

Painscastle Fete 2017  

The Village Hall Committee would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone for attending this yearôs annual Fete on Au-

gust Bank Holiday weekend. The day was filled with activities from start to finish, lots of good food and fancy dress. The 

lovely weather ensured lots of fun and we all cooled down with an ice cream or two!  

Thank you again to everyone that came; the Fete raises well needed funds to help keep the Hall running.  
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YFC NEWS 

 With Shaun Meredith finishing his fantastic year with 

the YFC dinner, held at Rhosgoch Golf Club on 4th August, the 

AGM was held at Painscastle Hall on the  10th, and so began 

my year as Chairman. I'd just like to say well done to Shaun on 

an amazing year, and well done for carrying us all through with 

some exceptional enthusiasm.  

 Thankfully nobody seemed deterred by the change in 

Chair, and the executive positions were filled by Thomas Lloyd 

(Vice-Chair), Thomas Protheroe (Secretary), Rebecca Lloyd 

(Treasurer), with Andrew Ritchie and Meryl Lloyd continuing 

with their stint as joint-presidents.  

 The first county meeting of our new year, was the Rad-

nor county AGM, where congratulations must be given to our 

very own Mr James Poulton, for being voted in as Radnor's 

new County Vice-Chairman. We know it's been a long time 

since a Rhos member has occupied this position, but aren't 

really sure who or when it was, so if anyone knows, please let 

us know. 

 After another enjoyable day out at Painscastle Fete, 

where we got involved in all of the games, the first competitive 

day for the club was at 

Kington Show. With all 

competitions entered, we 

went in full of optimism. 

The membersô efforts in 

practicing didn't go unno-

ticed on the day, with the 

club gaining a number of 

first, second and third 

positions, coming in sec-

ond place overall, behind 

the winners Radnor Val-

ley YFC. A very valiant 

effort never the less, and 

a great start to the year. 

On Sunday 24th Septem-

ber, a number of the 

members took part in Stockjudging day, this year hosted by 

Edw Valley YFC at the Ddole and Hendy farms. Although 

there were no winners on the day, all the boys scored well, most 

agreeing with the judgesô placings in at least a couple of cate-

gories.  

 So on to the upcoming events. We have begun practices 

for workshop skills and sheepdog trails day on the 7th October 

and Field Day on the 8th, again hosted by Edw Valley. We 

have a couple of visits booked into our programme this year, 

and our first one takes place on Sunday 15th October, with a 

trip to Gorings', to see their potato harvesting and sorting 

processes. Our annual tractor run is again being hosted at 

Andrew Ritchie's, this year on the 29th, so please feel free 

to come along and bring all your friends for a great day 

out.  

 Although the year has started, we are always open to 

new members and new ideas. If anyone knows anyone who 

may want to come along, please do invite them. It's a great 

organisation and I don't think many people say they've re-

gretted being part of the club over the years. If anyone has 

any queries about anything throughout the year, feel free to 

contact us in any way.  

Richard Meredith: (01497) 820468, 07854 557309, rich-

ard_meredith@hotmail.co.uk 

Tom Protheroe: 07837 830187, tom.pro@hotmail.co.uk 

Tom Protheroeôs entry at Kington Show 

óLadies Day at Ascotô -  second place 

More photos from the Fete 

mailto:richard_meredith@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:richard_meredith@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:tom.pro@hotmail.co.uk
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T. D.  LLOYD  

 

 
 

 

Plastering,   

 

Plasterboarding,   

 

Rendering etc.  

 

07974-680049  

 

Call Tref  

M.Drew  
ALL ROOF and  

CHIMNEY 

CARE   

Free Quotations 

MOB:  

07525 437083  

HOME:  

01874 712264 

Email:info@roofandchimn

eycare.co.uk 

www.roofandchimneycare 

.co.uk 

FARM FOCUS 

 My name is Eva Lloyd, I am 8 years old and I 

live at Wain Wen, Gladestry with my Dad and Mum, 

Owain and Suzanne and also my sisters, Mollie who is 6, 

and Nancy who is 10 months old. 

 When Dad came home and said Mo had asked 

him to write the Farm Focus for the Gossip, he said to 

me it would be a good idea to hear what life is like on a 

farm from a childôs perspective ï I think Dad was just 

trying to get out of writing it! 

These are some of the jobs I do on our farm:- 

§     Feeding sheep including the tidlings 

§     Rounding up sheep 

§     Spraying numbers on newborn lambs 

§     Writing lamb weights down 

§      Going to market (mainly for the food) 

§      Collecting up wood. 

 I like rounding up sheep because one day I want 

to be an Olympic runner and it is good training. 

Living on a 

farm is bril-

liant because 

we have loads 

of space and 

Mollie and I 

can make as 

much noise as 

we like with-

out disturbing 

anyone.  I 

like having a 

yard because 

I can ride on 

my bike and 

scooter with-

out there be-

ing any traffic 

to worry 

about. An-

other thing 

m e  a n d 

Mollie like to 

do is play in 

the stream making bridges and when Mum comes to see 

what weôre doing we drop the biggest rock weôve got in 

the water to splash her. 

MALTHOUSE 

event bars 
 

Aimee Lloyd  (07792 

668967) &   

Jordan Liam (07817 

225487)  

 

We offer a fully  

licensed mobile bar ser-

vice tailored to your 

needs  
 

malthousebars 

@gmail.co.uk   
www.malthousebars.co.uk 

On our farm we have:- 

§     A herd of cows 

§     A Charolais bull called Norman (named 

after the man who helps us at lambing time) 

§     A flock of Welsh Mule ewes 

§    A flock of Welsh ewes 

§    2 horses named Freddie and Lucky 

§    2 sheepdogs called Tango  and Belle 

§    3 cats named Daisy, Flutter and Pickle 

§    2 toads called Tony and Trevor. 

 We also farm at The Castle, Painscastle, which 

has the site of an Ancient Monument that was a Motte 

and Bailey castle where battles between the English 

and Welsh were fought ï now only the earthworks re-

main. 

 The Castle is in Painscastle village and the land 

reaches down to the Bachowey where legend has it that 

it ran red with the blood of soldiers after one of the 

battles, and one of our fields is the graveyard of the 

fallen soldiers. 

 Mollie and I like to play hide and seek on the 

Castle Tumps, there are loads of hiding places. We 

sometimes find it difficult to find Nanny Iris but Dad 

says thatôs because sheôs so small. 

 Sometimes Mollie and I ride our Shetland pony 

called Freddie who is about 26 years old, weôve had 

him about four years, he was with 2 other families be-

fore us.  We also ride our 50cc quad bike ï Mollie 

doesnôt always ride it properly, she does a lot of shout-

ing and tries to do stunts. 

I think thatôs enough from me as this is the most words 

Iôve ever written.  Bye from:  Eva, Mollie and Nancy  x 
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 It took only 10 seconds for the last glimpse of the 

Sunôs disk to disappear behind the Moon and the 

óDiamond Ringô vanished; the Sun was now completely 

obscured. The Sunôs tenuous corona (aura of plasma), 

which extends millions of 

kilometres into space, be-

came clearly visible as a 

beautiful and delicate mist 

of light. The silhouette of 

the pitch-black Moon 

against the inky blue/black 

sky was truly magnificent. 

 After just 1 minute and 45 seconds (seemed like 

just a few seconds) the 

Sun started to emerge 

from behind the Moon 

and we were again 

treated to another 

óDiamond Ringô. 

 

 10 seconds later, the eclipse had ended and 

things began to return to normal, the sky brightened and 

it started feeling warmer.  

 We decided to pack up and leave asap as we had 

a long drive ahead. All those who had made their way to 

this part of Oregon over the previous few days to watch 

the eclipse seemed to be heading back home en-masse. 

There were long tailbacks of slow moving traffic on all 

the roads and so we had the opportunity to leisurely take 

in the landscapes, farmsteads and small towns of north 

west Oregon on our return journey. 

 

  It had been an unforgettable day. If you fancy 

experiencing a total solar eclipse then the next one will 

be on 2nd July 2019, visible from Chile and Argentina. If 

you donôt want to travel abroad youôll have to wait until 

the 23rd September 2090 for the next total eclipse visible 

from the UK.                                     Den & Sue Boon 

 TOTAL ECLIPSE USA  

 Astronomers for many centuries have been able to map the 

orbits of the Moon and the Earth in relation to the Sun using ob-

servational data and mathematics.  This information is used to 

predict, with pinpoint accuracy, the occurrence of the most spec-

tacular celestial event that can be witnessed from Earth, a total 

solar eclipse. 

 One such total eclipse occurred on 21st August 2017.  The 

Moonôs 70 mile wide shadow traversed the width of the United 

States of America from west to east. Eclipses are not uncommon 

and occur on average twice a year mostly over the sea or inacces-

sible tracts of land. However, the great American eclipse offered a 

wonderful opportunity for the largest number of people in history 

to experience the phenomenon. 

 Taking advantage of a visit to relatives living on the Gulf 

Islands, west of Vancouver in Canada, we made plans to go to 

Madras in the US state of Oregon for the event. Madras is situated 

on a high plain to the east of the Cascade mountains and offered 

good weather prospects. Thousands of other eclipse chasers had 

the same idea and hotel rooms, campsites and RV parks were 

booked years in advance.  So, we decided to travel to Portland the 

day before, stay overnight and make a 100 mile dash early next 

morning to our preferred viewing site in Cow Canyon near Ma-

dras.  

 Arriving in Canada, we discovered that, due to really dry 

conditions in British Columbia and North-Western USA, forest 

fires were a real hazard and could block our route or the smoke 

could obscure the view. Horrendous traffic jams were being re-

ported by the local news as an estimated million visitors made 

their way into Oregon.  However, we decided to stick to our plans 

and drove to Portland. The hotel receptionist recommended that 

we should set out at 3am to get to Cow Canyon as most of the 

other hotel guest were leaving at 4am! We took our chances and 

left at 5.30am, arriving in 

good time at Cow Canyon by 

7.30am. It was crowded but 

we were able to park on the 

side of the road, make our 

way into the brush and find a 

quiet area to set up the cam-

era and telescope. The 

weather was perfect, not a 

cloud it the sky, all we had to do was wait.  

 The Moon began its transit of the Sun at 8.05am and would 

reached totality at 10.20am. We watched the slow progress of the 

Moon as it crossed the Sun through special eclipse glasses, a fas-

cinating sight. 

  As time passed more of the Sun became obscured, the 

temperature began to drop, the light dimmed and the shadows cast 

by the trees and objects around took on a strange quality with ra-

zor sharp edges. Just 5 minutes 

before totality the sky in the west 

began to darken dramatically, the 

shadow of the moon was approach-

ing, the whole area became very 

quiet, the traffic noise stopped and 

people sat waiting quietly. 

 At precisely 10.20am as pre-

dicted, the Moon moved in front of 

the Sun and at this moment many of 

the spectators began cheering and 

clapping. The last tiny remaining part 

of the Sunôs disk shone through the 

valleys at the Moonôs edge and this 

produced a truly stunning sight known 

as the óDiamond Ring Effectô. 

For a free quote please contact Sylvan Jones 

    

Tel. 01982 560562             Mob 07850 065531                                                                            

*   All types of home maintenance undertaken       

*   Kitchens & Bathrooms                                             

*   UPVC windows & doors  

SJ Building Maintenance                                                  

The Old Smithy                                                                   

Llandeilo Graban    
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Heart Healing 

www.juliegoodridge.com 
 

        01497 851764              

                 07749 391714  

  

FLOWER POWER 
 

FROM 

 

TROFLORA 

Flowers for all occasions 

(Caroline Meredith Dip Flo-

ristry) 

Tel:  
01497 

851646 

LES BOWEN 

 
Upper Llanshiver 

Farm,  

Whitney-on-Wye 

Hereford. HR3 6HN 

 

For all your fencing 

and hedging  re-

quirements -  

 

Please contact Les 

on 01497 851254 

 

 

PEST CONTROL 
need to get rid of MOLES, RATS, WASPS  

AND SQUIRRELS 
 

CALL -  WYNN MOB - 0778 654 2697 
HOME - 01982 560791 

 
 

Pilates lengthens and strengthens the body 

whilst improving your flexibility, balance, 

posture and core 

Timetable from Sept 2017 
 

Monday 9.30am  -  Boothôs Bookshop Studio, Hay 

Monday 12 noon -  Boothôs Bookshop Studio, Hay 
Monday 2.00pm  -  St Peterôs Centre, Peterchurch  

Tuesday 9.30am  -  Eardisley Village Hall 

Tuesday 6.15pm  -  Boothôs Bookshop Studio, Hay 

Wednesday 9.30am  -  Painscastle Village Hall 
Wednesday 6.15pm  -  Clifford Community Centre 

Friday 9.15am           -  Boothôs Bookshop Studio, Hay 
 

My classes last for one hour, are suitable for all ages and fitness 

levels and are charged on a pay as you go basis. 

Classes will remain at £6 and £4 for a second class within the same 

week. If you are interested in any of the above classes please call me 

on 07702 241725 or emma@pilatesemma.co.uk  

www.pilatesemma.co.uk   

Whitney Garden Machinery 
Your Local Independent Mobile Machinery Specialist 

Our Mobile Mechanics bring  
Their Skills to you 

On-site Servicing & Repairs for 
 Lawnmowers, Strimmers,  

Ride-on Mowers, Hedgetrimmers, Brushcutters, Chainsaws & 
Blow-Vacs.  

Chain & Tool Sharpening  
Stockist of Quality Oils,  
Chains & Strimmer Line  

Sales of New & Reconditioned  
Garden Machinery  

Terry & Nicky Smith    
Tel:  07870 212358 / 01497 831040 
email:- wgm.2004@outlook.com 

 

 

 
CHRISTMAS PARTY BOOKINGS NOW BEING 

TAKEN  

Opening Hours: 

Open 7 days a week 

Food served 12 -  2.00 and 6 -  9 pm with the exception of 

Sunday:- 12.30 -  3.00 no food Sunday evening  

Bar open 12 - 3.00   6 until close 

The Roast Ox Inn 

B & B available Tel: 01497-851398 

Email: theroastox@yahoo.co.uk 

HOME COOKED SUNDAY LUNCH  

£10.95         Booking essential 

mailto:wgm.2004@outlook.com
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General Carpentry   

& Maintenance  
 

Also Restoration & Repair Work  

No Job too small  Please phone Daren on  
 

01544 350 602 or Mobile 07929 824 560  

   FARM -TO-FARM SERVICES 

For all your UK transport and storage needs 

FENCING STAKES & POSTS 

HAY & STRAW  

We offer competitive prices 

LIVESTOCK TRAILERS / FLAT TRAILERS  
     Maintenance, servicing and repairs 

     Work carried out at our Eardisley Workshop 

EARDISLEY TRAINING CENTRE  
   DRIVER CPC TRAINING   LGV TRAINING   FORKLIFT TRAINING 

Please contact us on: 01544 327177 or  

 mervynthomas@btconnect.com 

Hay Broth 

 The children are back in school and the nights are 

drawing in. Taking the quad round the sheep in just a t-shirt is 

a memory worth holding onto as days like that are hard to 

imagine now. Growing up in a town, these cold dreary eve-

nings were sometimes brightened up by getting a takeaway, 

but living more rurally this is an infrequent treat. Our best 

takeaway this summer was fish and chips from the Roast Ox, 

ferried up to the top fields and eaten where we were baling 

and wrapping. No restaurant table could beat the views of the 

Black Mountains and Brecon Beacons, and below us the field 

full of shiny wrapped bales. 

 If you want to venture out from time to time in the 

evening without the kids in tow, a good babysitter is worth 

their weight in gold. One that puts up with the kids bickering, 

tells a good bedtime story, gets the toddler back to sleep when 

she wakes in the night, and is all smiles and sweetness when 

you come back home and swears she óhasnôt heard a peep 

from the kids all night.ô Ours has sadly gone to college, and 

so nights out are on hold. Cue Hay Broth, a local company 

that cooks up a feast every other Friday which either delivers 

straight to your door if you are in her catchment, or you can 

pick up from Clyro petrol station. This week it was Mexican 

night, and my Gentleman Friend sped off over the hill to re-

turn with many interesting looking cardboard boxes. These 

revealed chargrilled pork, chipotle corn and braised lettuce, 

and black beans a la Olla, plus blue corn chips, pineapple 

salsa and red pepper salsa. The pork was flavoursome and 

there was just the right amount of kick to the corn to make it 

interesting but not too hot. The classic Mexican beans were 

tasty and everything was given a bit of a pep from the salsas. 

A lot of thought had gone into the dishes to make them well 

presented, colourful and exciting on the plate.  Pudding was 

white chocolate and lime shortbread which was a calm sweet 

finish to a meal full of flavour.  

 Hay Broth started as a market stall in Hay last year and 

does soups, sandwiches and salads as tasty, healthy and 

thoughtful Thursday lunches. There is a lot of commitment 

that goes into making this eating experience, from the retro 

typed labels on the salsas, to the bright splash of cerise tissue 

paper that the shortbread is presented on. The website is easy 

to navigate, and it is a playful and different takeaway experi-

ence. And if anyone feels like taking on some babysitting so 

we can venture out of the house again together once in a 

while, then do get in touch. 

Food **** Service **** Value ***  

Hay Broth, Telephone Number 07958779052, 

www.haybroth.com 

White chocolate and lime shortbread. 

Ingredients 

300g plain flour 

200g unsalted butter 

100g caster sugar 

A big handful of white chocolate chunks 

Zest of two limes 

Instructions 

Preheat the oven to 160°c and line a baking tray with 

greaseproof paper. 

Mix together the butter and sugar until combined into a 

paste. 

Gently mix in the flour, white chocolate and the lime zest 

until they are just together but not over mixed. 

Chill the dough in the fridge for half an hour. 

Roll out the dough to about 1cm and cut into shapes. 

Prick them all over with a fork. 

Chill the shaped biscuits in the fridge again for half an 

hour.  

Bake for about 10 minutes or until beginning to brown. 

Cool on a rack and then decorate with more melted white 

     chocolate for extra appeal. 

CULINARY COLUMN  

 

Rhosgoch Golf 

&  

Leisure Club 

Room available for Weddings, Parties, Dinners,  

Bingoes, Quizzes, Meetings & more 

SUNDAY CARVERY EVERY SUNDAY  

1pm TO 2.30pm 

BOOKING ESSENTIAL 

Pie & Pint Friday Night £9 

rhosgochgolf@yahoo.co.uk 

www.rhosgochgolf.co.uk 

 

01497 851 251 


