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Y.F.C. FUN RIDE 
 Rhosgoch YFC would like to say a big Thank you 
to everyone who helped steward, cook, and set up for our 
annual fun-ride which was held on Sunday the 1st of Sep-
tember.  

 Without the continued support of the community, 
parents and past members we would not be able to hold 
the event. We welcomed 51 horses and riders, with lots of 
positive feedback about the lovely countryside they had 
seen on their way around, despite the less than ideal 
weather conditions. This year we raised Ã1,120.83 in total 
with a profit of Ã718.23 for the club. 

PAINSCASTLE FETE 

Hannah & Nia 
Price ready to 
start the Fun 
Ride 

Mollie Lloyd having 
her girth checked  

Obstacle race 

Shearing 

Scenes from the Fete fancy dress 
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PAINSCASTLE VILLAGE FETE 
 Rain didn't stop play at Painscastle Fete on Au-
gust Bank Holiday Sunday. The return of the Fete went 
really well in spite of the weather! Old favourites, in-
cluding the children's fancy dress, sports and races, egg 
throwing, sheep show and dog show, were back. There 
were also pony rides kindly provided by Bryngwyn Rid-
ing School, an ñIt's a Knockoutò course designed by 
Rhosgoch YFC, a speed shear (Painscastle style) and live 
music from the Poultets. Rhosgoch Golf Club provided 
the bar and the entertainment went on late into the night. 
This community event takes a lot of hard work and or-
ganising and it wouldn't be possible without the efforts 
of everyone who helped and even more importantly eve-
ryone who attended. The money raised helps keep the 
Hall going, so a huge thank you to everyone who sup-
ported the day.  

PAINSCASTLE LOCAL INTEREST GROUP 
 The July visit was to Llanbadarn-y-garreg where we 
explored the local history of the village. The church is dedi-
cated to St Padarn, a celtic saint who lived in the sixth centu-
ry. 

 There was also a chapel up on the hill above the village; this  
is now in ruins.  

PAINSCASTLE VILLAGE HALL 
 Eagle eyed readers may have spotted new solar panels 
on the roof of Painscastle Village Hall. We were delighted 
that our application to the "Levelling Up Fund - Rebuilding 
Community Foundations in Powys" was successful and we 
are able to fit the Hall with a new energy efficient heating 
system, which includes solar panels, battery storage and an air 
source heat pump. We hope that this will mean that the Hall is 
much warmer for any groups using it through the winter 
months and also it will help to tackle the Hall's electricity 
bills which, as a charity, are a huge proportion of our ongoing 
costs. A massive thank you to everyone who completed the 

community survey, to Powys Association of Voluntary Or-
ganisations (PAVO) and especially to Hall Treasurer Wayne 
Mathews who completed the successful application.  

All that remains of  
Salem Congregational chapel 

The rocks behind the church 
after which it is named 

The church in Llanbadarn-y-garreg [St Padarnôs church  in the rocks] 



3 

 
GARDENING CLUB NEWS 

 At our July meeting Dave Latham gave a presenta-
tion about local market town, Kington. He began by saying 
that since the advent of mobile phones with cameras, peo-
ple rarely print photographs so in another hundred years 
will there be the photographic records like the ones he was 
about to share with us? He told us about Kingtonôs history, 
and had photos of the town which dated back to the early 
days of photography. He talked about the market hall, 
schools, the shops, the influential residents, and some nota-
ble visitors. William Wordsworth apparently visited King-
ton several times and is said to have planted a Scots Pine 
there. He talked about the coming of the railway, the depar-
ture of the railway; the huge sheep sales, the emergence of 
the fire brigade, post office and police. As the town expand-
ed and new homes were built he told us the origins of their 
names ï Hatton Gardens, Nail Row and Wishlade Row to 
name a few. 
 His photos, old and new, were used to compare then 
and now, and it was fascinating to see the differences. In 
many photos people were smartly dressed, including school 
children in some group photos who were singled out for 
ñnever being late or absentò for a whole school year. He 
talked about the desperate need for the bypass, illustrated 
by incredible shots of traffic jams in the narrow high street 
ï in one shot we could see lorries, tippers, a tractor and 
trailer as well as so many cars, all not going anywhere. For 
those who know Kington it was great to hear the names of 
some of the businesses again, from Passey Notts, Burgess-
es, Dowlings and Caunts, to Pennells, Husseys and Tilcon. 
And to be reminded of some local notables, like Buck Mor-
gan, Mervyn, Tommy James, John Hussey, Stan Ladd, the 
Gregorys, David Leaning, Lorna Hughes, Alice Hall and 
many others.  
 He told us about the 40 pubs the town once had, and 
particularly focused on the Tavern, a tiny place run latterly 
by Miss May. Dave recounted many of her stories, includ-
ing being told by her father in 1900, when the news arrived 
on the train of the Relief of Mafeking, to run into the High 
Street and shout, ñMakefing has been relieved!ò ï though 
she had no idea as a young girl what this meant. He also 
told us of her favourite toast ï ñPeace and Plentyò. Dave 
judged our Photograph of a Local Character competition, 
with first prize going to Gaynor Price, second to Jacqui 
Mills and third to Joan Hughes. 
 We held our 20th Annual Flower & Vegetable Show 
in August. The high standard across all 42 classes continues 
to impress. Lots of thanks are due, to the committee and 
helpers, the judges Cherry and Victor Williams, Betty and 
her team at the Golf Club, those who came to support the 
event and ï most of all ï the contributors.  

 Gwyneth Gore was 
this yearôs overall winner, 
with Gaynor Price a close 
runner-up (which is the oppo-
site of what happened in 
2023!). Singled out for Best 
in their categories were ï 
Ruth Griffiths, Neville Har-
ley and Phil Griffiths. The 

event went very smoothly 
although we didnôt re-
solve the mystery of the 
missing cucumber: if 
anyone has further infor-
mation please do let our 
secretary know. 

Diary Dates 
Thursday 12 September: Visit to Midway Nurseries, 
Penybont.  
Thursday 10 October: All About Dahlias with Richard 
Hall 
Thursday 14 November: Wales ï ñFrom the valleys to the 
mountains and the gardens in betweenò with Jill and Alun 
Whitehead 
 We are always keen to welcome new members; if 
you are interested in finding out more, please contact us 
using the email address below. 
Allison Joyce, Secretary  
gardeningclub@painscastle-rhosgoch.co.uk 

Back - Neville Harley, Gwyneth Gore, Gaynor Price, 
Ruth Griffiths 
Front - Victor and Cherry Williams  


