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MIKEYôS OBITUARY 
 He may have just been a dog, but he was a rather special 
one. He had a terrierôs independence, he usually did his own 
thing, whether that was to go off down the village, or help him-
self to food around the farm. As soon as he arrived at Lower 
Lundy, in January 2004, he took over. In 2007 he started to 
share his adventures with the readers of the Rhosgoch Gossip 
and continued up until July of this year, when he died.  77 peo-
ple logged on to Facebook with 42 comments like, ñWhat a 
little character. Everyone will miss his adventuresò. ñOur visits 
to the Lundy wonôt be the same without him. The kids adored 
himò. ñSo sorry - his stories were great in the Gossipò. ñHe 
was a great pen pal for Maxie for yearsò. ñHe was a little leg-
end, R.I.P. little Buddy.ò ñI never met Mikey, but I will miss 
his adventures in the Gossip.ò ñWe will all miss him and his 
visits to see us. What an absolute legend of a dog.ò ñSuch a 
legend. He did have an eventful life, his stories will live on.ò 
ñHe had so many adventures and was an amazing character.ò 
ñSuch a little legend.ò Even Grace, who was not his biggest 
fan, wrote: ñWe will sure miss you, all those looks and 
growlséò He usually reserved his growls for the postie or 
Grace. 

PAINSCASTLE FETE 

 The annual fete held on Bank Holiday Sunday was a 

great success with a profit of over Ã1,000 which will go to 

the upkeep and renovations of the hall. Below a few pic-

tures to try to capture the wonderful friendly atmosphere. 

His favourite placeðthe hill 

Sitting on upstairs 
window ledge in 
the sunshine 

Time to play 

Some-
times the 
little legs 
were too 
tired for 
walking 

Pilates anyone? 

Just a pup! 
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 Y.F.C. NEWS 
 So, itôs the beginning of a new YFC year and it was 
time for me to take over as Chairman with Kate Davies as 
Secretary and Aaron Bagley as Vice Chairman. To kick start 
the year we were awarded the Michael Powell Tankard for the 
most members gained within the past 3 years. This was a fan-
tastic achievement and we hope we can keep it up for the fu-
ture! 

 Our first event of the year was our new members BBQ 
with West Midlands Bubble Football. Many members, non-

members and parents had a go at knocking each other over 
both to the amusement of those taking part, and the spectators. 
It was an excellent day for all and I can only imagine will be 
repeated in the future.  
Important YFC dates for the coming few months: 
Field Day ï Sunday 6th October 
Tractor Run ï Sunday 27th October  
Hedging Match ï The 3rd weekend of November (TBC)  
Carol Singing: 
Around Rhosgoch ï 17th December 
Around Painscastle ï 18th December 
For any more information on upcoming YFC dates or events 
please try our new Rhosgoch YFC Facebook page that is ac-
cessible to everyone and keeps you up to date with the latest 
going on with the local YFC! www.facebook.com/Rhosgoch-
YFC-100795621306758/                   Sophie Protheroe.  

PAINSCASTLE 
FETE 

Winner of the dog 
show (Peggy) & 
owner Geraldine 
Goodwin with the 
judge James Gib-
son-Watt 

Doesnôt he look just like his Dad? 

TRIBUTE TO MIKEY 
Hi everyone, 
What can I say, we all miss my Dad, Mikey, he was such a 
character!! 
I think he was what you would call a lovable rogue for he 
was always getting into a bit of mischief and coming down 
to visit us in Painscastle. He certainly had a mind and will of 
his own. I would like to think I am ña chip off the old blockò 
but I donôt think I am quite as adventurous as my Dad!! 
Anyway, all you humans will have your own memories of 
Mikey and he will live on in the minds of many. 
I am not going to say ñGoodbyeò to my Dad because I know 
one day we will meet again in ñDoggy Heavenò and then we 
will have some fun! 
From Buster. 

Here they are showing off their silverware at the annual dinner. 

https://www.facebook.com/Rhosgoch-YFC-100795621306758/
https://www.facebook.com/Rhosgoch-YFC-100795621306758/
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 FARM FOCUS 
  Mo mentioned that this will be the 25th year of 
Rhosgoch Gossip. We remember when it started as our 
daughter (Sarah) was one of the year 6s whose maths 
project it was, even then with help from Mo - so well 
done Mo for all your hard work and for keeping it go-
ing! 

 Here at Great House, Rhosgoch, we are the third 
generation of Pughs to farm. We are a traditional Beef 
and Sheep farm.  We keep Suffolk X, Texel X and 
Mule ewes, using Texel, Suffolk, Beltex X and Charo-
lais rams. Our cows are mainly Belgian Blue X with 
some Limousin X which are put to a Limousin bull.  
  Itôs been a busy few months getting all the win-
ter feed in from big bale silage, pit silage, hay, straw 
and with just the fern left to get. We have Mr Farmer 
(Micky) and gang in to do the pit silage - which seems 
to be done in no time at all nowadays. Robert says 
when they started doing pit silage it used to take a week 
and now itôs done in a day, with a bigger pit. This suits 
me as I only have one day of meals to get for whoever 
turns up, usually starting with bacon butties for bait!!! 
We do  big bale hay - but Robert insists on doing 
around 450 small bales to go on top of the silage pit, 
which is not so bad if there are a few of you, so this 
year Gareth asked Dan and Charlie to come and help. 
Charlie enjoyed it so much heôs already volunteered for 
next year!!!!!  This year has been a good year with good 
crops and good weather which always helps. 
 The lambs have now been weaned from their 
mothers to fatten for market as we try to sell them on 
the fat. The ewe lambs we want to keep on for breeding 
have also been parted.  We have also ploughed a field 
and Micky sent his ñright hand manò, Alvin, to drill 
some fodder turnips/ rape for us ready for the lambs in 
winter. 

 It is also that time of year when we have our 
full herd TB test. We try and do this when we know 
Gareth is about, as it makes it easier with an extra 
pair of hands. We were informed that there would be 
someone coming to assess Matt (the vet). Tuesday 
was an early start, check stock and get cattle all in 
ready for 9.30. Matt arrived and by the time heôd 
disinfected his wellies and waterproofs, got the nee-
dles and paperwork ready and of course a bit ofò 
talking, ñtime was going on. With no sign of the as-
sessor we decided to make a start. For those of you 
not familiar with the process our system is - Gareth 
brings them into the race/ cattle crush, Robert yolks 
them, I find their number on the paperwork, Matt 
shaves a little bit of hair off in two places on their 
neck, measures the thickness of skin which I write 
down next to their number, (Matt checks Iôve got the 
right one) then he injects them with Bovine and Avi-
an TB.   The assessor arrived after we had done the 
first bunch.  She watched Matt do about 40, ticking 
boxes and making notes on her paperwork. Robert 
then has a few restless nights and we do it all again 3 
days later. Friday morning cattle all in and Matt (plus 
assessor) measures and compares with what was tak-
en on Tuesday. Unfortunately, after 7 years of clear 
tests we had one IR (inconclusive reactor) which 
means it has to be retested in 60 daysé. As the as-
sessor left she said ñhave good dayò!!!!!!!!!                                       
 Well the nights are drawing in so summerôs 

nearly over especially now the children are back in 

school.  

Newest arrival 

Great House Farm, Rhosgoch 

GARDENING CLUB SHOW 

GARDENING CLUB SHOW 


