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 Back in November, it was time for the Rhosgoch YFC 
annual hedging match taking place at the Bank Farm by kind 
permission of the Gore family. Eight teams braved the cold to 
have a go. Congratulations to everyone who competed and 
thank you to Afan Jones for organising the day and all who 
supported. 
 Another event in November was the Radnor YFC public 
speaking weekend. Harri Bird, Tom Davies and Huw Kramer 
stepped up to take part in the Would I Lie To You competition. 
After some practice, involving most of the club, the boys trav-
elled up to the Royal Welsh show ground and came 4th overall! 
This was a fantastic achievement, well done! 

 Between then and Christmas members took part in a 
poker evening, involving plenty of chocolate coins and a lot of 
reckless shouting óall in!ô. As well as this, members took part 
in an acting workshop lead by Ralph Bolland from Mid Powys 
Youth Theatre. This involved many members having to dive 
deep and embody many different characters including a power 
ranger, a chicken and of course, an egg. The workshop was a 
lot of fun and a great way to start preparing for the upcoming 
drama competition. 

 Next, it was time for the Radnor YFC pool and 
darts competition. Many members took part, including 
myself who came 3rd in the darts but the real triumphs of 
the evening were in the pool competition. Both Charlie 
East and Bethany Price won each of the singles competi-
tions! Well done! 
 As Christmas was around the corner, it was time for 
a trip to see Cinderella at Hereford Courtyard. Many mem-
bers and parents attended the show to see whether Cinder-
ella will ever stop leaving her shoes lying around. It was a 
good show and enjoyed by all. 

 Finally, to finish off the year it was time to warm up 
our voices not only for the carol singing but also to per-
form at the Painscastle Hall Christmas party. Braving the 
cold around Painscastle and Rhosgoch with mostly tuneful 
renditions of our favourite carols such as O Come All Ye 
Faithful, we managed to raise a fantastic Ã360 for Myelo-
ma UK and the Wales Air Ambulance. Thank you to eve-
ryone who donated! 

Y.F.C. NEWS 

Santa called by Painscastle Hall on Sunday December 15th 
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T R EAST 
 

PUBLIC ADDRESS SYSTEMS 
Systems available for all types of event:- Shows, fetes, 

races etc. Also Indoor systems  
 
 

TWO WAY RADIO HIRE 
Keep in touch on the move, efficient communication for  

Show-fields, building sites or mountain sides. 
 

Daily or weekly hire available Tel No: 01497 851255 

BRICKLAYER /  
GENERAL BUILDER 

 

VIC DAVIES 
For all your building 
requirements:-  
 

New builds, Renovations, 
Extensions, Roofing,   
Patios, Stonework etc 

TYôR SAIS,  
NEWCHUCH, 
KINGTON, HR5 3QW 
Phone: 01544 370708 

 07818 022323 

  

 
FLOWER POWER 

 

 

FROM 
 
 

TROFLORA 
 

Flowers for all occasions 
(Caroline Meredith Dip Floristry) 

Tel:  
01497 
851646 

Incredible India, delighful Bangladesh 
 How to sum up two weeks 
spent touring the Indian Golden 
Triangle, followed by five days in 
rural Bangladesh?  Rather than 
giving a blow-by-blow account of 
where we went and what we saw, 
I want to describe just a few of the 
most memorable features of our holiday.  

 1. óFreestyleô driving ï as our 
guide in India explained the rules of 
the road in Delhi.  Bikes, mopeds 
(often carrying whole families includ-
ing babes in arms), and bicycle rick-
shaws as well as cars, buses, pedestri-
ans and a variety of livestock all vie 
for road space, with horns blaring in-
cessantly and vehicles buzzing around 
like insects to fill every available inch.  
Travelling by open ótuk-tukô taxi is 
quite literally more exhilarating than a 
fairground ride!   

 2. Contrasts ï majestic 
public buildings, many from the 
time of the Moghul emperors or 
British Raj, tower above modern 
bungalows standing in their own 
lush gardens, in turn bordered by 
much humbler homes which are 
often no more than three con-
crete walls with a corrugated 
iron roof, or even a tarpaulin slung between poles.   
 3. Rubbish ï in Delhi and other Indian cities swathes 
of rubbish at the side of every road are simply part of life.  
There is a public campaign for óClean Indiaô which uses as its 
logo (even printed on banknotes) the easily recognisable 
spectacles of Mahatma Gandhi.  Plastic carrier bags were 
banned some years ago in favour of woven ones.  But the 
rubbish remains. 
 4. Livestock ï it is well-
known that for Hindus the cow is a 
sacred animal, but even so I did not 
expect to see so many of them wan-
dering freely in the streets, rooting 
for food among the rubbish, or ly-
ing down for a rest around a traffic 
roundabout!  Add in the stray dogs, 
sheep, goats and small bristly pigs 
which inhabit the highway right in the middle of the capital 
cityé Who would have thought? 

5. Shops and busi-
nesses ï begging is a 
profession in its own 
right, though our 
guide advised us not 
to engage with it.  On 
the tourist trail street 
hawkers are every-
where, and of course 

haggling is expected.  In markets and smaller shops the 
same things applies; the price of a souvenir can come down 
from 800 to 100 rupees (about Ã1) in seconds.  Markets are 
wonderfully colourful, while in 
the small shopping streets arti-
san tailors, carpenters and me-
chanics ply their trades side by 
side with sellers of snacks and 
kitchenware.  Cobblers, barbers 
and sales people all use the 
roadside as a legitimate place to 
conduct their businesses. 

  6. Traditional forms of 
art - we were taken to visit (and 
encouraged to spend money in!) 
several co-operative workshops 
where we watched craftspeople 
using the skills of past genera-
tions to produce mosaics, paint-
ings 
and 
hand-
woven 
rugs 
of the 
high-
est 

quality.  We also attended two 
dance performances: one of Bol-
lywood-style dance and music, 
and the other demonstrating a 
range of folk dance traditions.  
Great fun! 

 MALLU LLOYD    (LUNDY) 
For your local Mini Digger Work (3T) 
 Fast, Reliable & Tidy 07854 846261 

LLOYDôS FIRE SPRINKLERS  07854 846261 
All new builds in Wales have to be fitted with a fire suppression system. 
For a free quote on a fire sprinkler system to suit your needs ring Mallu.  
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Llewetrog Free 
Range Eggs  

 
 

 
Available from 

Painscastle Hall & Llandeilo Graban  
 
 

Contact John for details  
07779 164810  

T. D.  LLOYD  Plastering,  Plasterboarding,  Rendering etc.  
                                                          

       07974-680049                                              Call Tref 

LES BOWEN 

 
 

Upper Llanshiver Farm, Whitney-on-Wye  
HR3 6HN 

 

For all your fencing/hedging  requirements  

Please contact Les on  

 

01497 851254 

www.welshfruitstocks.co.uk 
 

Order in advance & collect from  
Grug Farm, Bryngwyn between November & March 

 

Top Quality Soft Fruit Plants  

 

Strawberry Plants, Raspberry Canes, Fruit Bushes inc 
Chuckleberry Bushes 

01497 851209  

 7. Wildlife ï in an 
Indian national park, we 
were lucky enough to see a 
tigress close-up.  Memora-
ble indeed!  But every-
where we went there were 
parrots, deer and buffalo, 
and monkeys are as numer-
ous as squirrels are in our 
own part of the world. 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

8. Rural 
life ï in India we saw many 
people hard at work making 
bricks out of natural clay, 
which were stacked to dry in 
the sun before being fired.  In 
Bangladesh rice in the paddy 
fields was being cut with sick-
les, spread out in great yards to 
dry, and turned at regular inter-

vals with wooden shovels 
and rakes.  Women pick tea 
by hand in the traditional 
way, and carry the sacks 
back on their heads to be 
weighed.   
9. Schools - primary and secondary children are given smart 
uniforms which they wear with pride.  Free meals are pro-
vided for the poorest pupils as a way of enticing them into 
class.  In Bangladesh we were welcomed to a village school 
where the nursery children 
played in a classroom not 
so very different from the 
one at Rhosgoch School.  I 
would have been happy to 
think that my pupils were as 
well-behaved as the junior 
pupils in the adjacent class, 
quietly working unsuper-
vised while their teacher 
talked to us. 

10. Welcome ï In-
dia is pretty ófull-onô 
and our cheerful 
interactions with 
Indian people were 
what you would 
expect them to be on 
any tourist trail.  But 
in Bangladesh ï 
where we saw only 
two other white peo-
ple during the whole 
of our five-day visit ï not only were we the subject of much 
curiosity, but also the teenage boys and others who asked us 
for selfies did so with such open smiles and courtesy that it 
would have been churlish to refuse.  Our guide invited us to 
lunch with his lovely family, who could not have done more to 
make us feel at home. 

 We have many 
memories of our time on 
the Indian sub-continent 
(and nearly 700 photos to 
support them!).  Who 
could forget the Taj Ma-
hal, the temples, forts and 
palaces, the Pink City of 
Jaipur by night, the tiger, 
the tea plantationé  But 
for me it was the unex-
pected sights and sounds, 
the colour, and most of all 

seeing how Indian 
and Bangladeshi 
people live their 
daily lives, that 
made the holiday 
really special.  
 

Pam Banks 
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 FARM FOCUS 
 Change in Farming 
 British farmers have always worked hard to pro-
duce the best quality products for the public and for 
export, whilst making a living. The proposal by the 
Labour party for a four-day week would, at best, only 
create amusement within the members of a family farm. 
Small to medium sized family farms typically work 7 
days a week for 40 or 50 hours. At peak times of har-
vest or lambing, work can be all day and half the night. 
This level of commitment is even greater for the tenant 
farmer who will need to get income from outside the 
farm to allow his business to stay afloat. 
 The typical man on the street`s time frame for 
finance and planning varies between weeks and several 
years. This is quite different in the farming industry 
with family farm plans running from generation to gen-
eration with the need, therefore, for some certainty of 
the future.  
 Standards for the agricultural industry in Britain 
are the highest in the world and that comes at a cost. 
These costs arise from using the best animal feeds and 
stock health management, such as the control of medi-
cines, with correct application and withdrawal periods, 
and medicine records to demonstrate adherence to high 
standards. Compare this with the lower standards, for 
example, of beef produced in South America and it is 
not surprising that the overseas meat can be produced 
more cheaply than that farmed in Britain. 
 A recent BBC documentary made the case that 
red meat is a big threat to the planet, highlighting inten-
sive beef production in South America. Compare this 
with the equivalent in Mid Wales, where cattle are 
raised on grass and silage, both of which capture carbon 
with a positive impact on the planet.  
 Since the Second World War, the government 
has financially supported farmers, initially to promote 
increased production and subsequently govern the di-
rection of progress and development in agriculture. 
Policies developed by the various governments have 
swayed this way and that, to the point where later strat-
egies have contradicted some policies introduced dec-
ades earlier. In fact, in the latest consultation document, 
Sustainable Farming and our Land, they strongly 
criticise many of the previous farming support applica-
tions. It is not a huge leap of faith to guess that they 
will be similarly criticising this latest proposal in years 
to come.  
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Pilates lengthens and strengthens the body whilst 
improving your flexibility, balance, posture and core.  

Class times 
Monday 9.30am  -  Boothôs Bookshop Studio, Hay 
Monday 2.00pm  -  St Peterôs Centre, Peterchurch  
Tuesday 9.30am  -  Eardisley Village Hall 
Tuesday 6.15pm  -  Boothôs Bookshop Studio, Hay 
Wednesday 9.30am  -  Painscastle Village Hall 
Wednesday 6.15pm  -  Clifford Community Centre 
Friday 9.15am           -  Boothôs Bookshop Studio, Hay 
 

My classes last for one hour, are suitable for all ages and fitness levels 
and are charged on a pay as you go basis. If you are interested in any of 
the above classes please call me on 07702 241725 or  
emma@pilatesemma.co.uk  www.pilatesemma.co.uk   

GARDENING CLUB PROGRAMME 
Thr Jan 23rd Dinner at Rhosgoch Golf Club 7pm 
Thr Feb 13th TBA 
 
All meetings at Rhosgoch Golf Club at 7.30pm. Details from 
Edwina Griffiths 01497-851284 or Pat Harley 01497-851632 

 The Welsh Government, led by socialist poli-
ticians, dictates the development of policies for 
Welsh farmers. At the present traumatic time of 
ñpolitical Armageddonò, the Welsh Government has 
decided they can throw all the balls in the air and 
solve farmersô problems and the climate crisis in one 
new policy. Given the Welsh Governmentôs medio-
cre track record, I think this could be a train wreck 
with the farmersô livelihoods being the meat in the 
grinder. 
 The Welsh Government has recently closed a 
consultation which outlines policies to improve sus-
tainability, to increase carbon capture, to reduce 
flooding, to improve air quality, to protect Welsh 
culture and to sustain farming. This is highly aspira-
tional but it does seem as though the Welsh Govern-
ment is racing farmers towards a cliff edge and histo-
ry shows that they have been off target many times 
before. Farmers must not stand in the way of mean-
ingful progress, but a considered pace of change will 
allow them the chance to adjust to the new system, to 
the benefit of both the farmers themselves and the 
public in general. 

  

 I hope the people in power can deliver at least 

half of their promises.                          David Price 

Llwynpenfaen a typical Radnorshire hill farm 


