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Rhosgoch Gossip 
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 Now with Christmas over it was time to begin with the 
drama competition. This year our drama was called óNothing to 
Reportô written and produced by Nigel Protheroe. It was a sto-
ry of a quiet local community which, without any large crimes 
or stories to report, leads to a group of reporters and policemen 
who decide to rob the post office, because as we all know, all 
the rural banks are now closed. Featuring a relatively large cast 
of 15 members, many have only been on the stage with YFC 
once or twice! All the members worked tirelessly on the pro-
duction, braving multiple storms such as Ciara and Dennis 
proving that ñthe show must go on!ò We performed on 

Wednesday 19th March at 
the Albert Hall, Llan-
drindod Wells and came 
a fantastic 5th overall, 

with nominations for 
Best Original Script, 
Best Sketch within a 
Performance, and 

Best Actor 13 and Un-
der for Thomas Da-
vies! Brilliant! We 
managed to win the 
Best Sketch within a 
Performance for our 
Aeroplane Scene, 
meaning we once 
again get to display the 
Estyn Meredith MBE 
Perpetual Trophy! 

 On Sunday 1st March, we performed our drama at 
the Rhosgoch Golf Club along with a few additional acts  
including a two-bit sketch from some very questionable 
farmers played by Aaron Nicholls and Thomas Lloyd, a 
solo by Jo Bagley of Adeleôs óMake You Feel My Loveô, 
and we re-instated the Rhosgoch YFC choir for one night 
only to perform Jess Glynneôs óThese Daysô. The night 
was run by our President Mr Tim East who kept the audi-
ence entertained throughout. We had many helpers 
throughout rehearsals and at each of the performances who 

we couldnôt have 
done it without, so 
thank you all again 
for your help this 
year! The night 
was well supported 
by the local com-
munity, who we 
would like to thank 
for coming to sup-
port us and we 
hope you all en-
joyed yourselves!  

 Practising and performing for a drama is often not 
an easy task in com-
parison to the other 
types of shows we 
perform. This year 
the cast have really 
put a lot of hard 
work in which really 
paid off, as we re-
ceived a lot of really 
positive feedback 
from the audience. 
With such a young 
cast who all had 
relatively large 
parts, I think we can say we were all very impressed with 
their acting; whether it was a mad dash to find their miss-
ing cows, holding up a post office with nothing but a water 
pistol, or scaling down an 8ft wall with a rope! We can 
certainly see the club has a bright future for our young 
actors!  
 Also, midway through our practising we hosted a 
quiz night at Rhosgoch Golf Club in aid of #TeamFrank. 
The evening was very successful as a total of Ã321 was 
raised! Well done to everyone involved and thank you to 

everyone who donated! 
 

Y.F.C. NEWS 
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T R EAST 
 

PUBLIC ADDRESS SYSTEMS 
Systems available for all types of event:- Shows, fetes, races 

etc. Also Indoor systems  
 
 

TWO WAY RADIO HIRE 
Keep in touch on the move, efficient communication for  

Show-fields, building sites or mountain sides. 
 

Daily or weekly hire available Tel No: 01497 851255 

 
 
 

 
 

SHINE MOBILE 
HAIRDRESSING 

 

All Aspects of Ladies Hair-
dressing  - Just for You 

 

     Call Jane on  
07974 779363 

 
 

BRICKLAYER /  
GENERAL BUILDER 

 

VIC DAVIES 
For all your building 
requirements:-  
 

New builds, Renovations, 
Extensions, Roofing,   
Patios, Stonework etc 

TYôR SAIS,  
NEWCHUCH, 
KINGTON, HR5 3QW 
Phone: 01544 370708 

 07818 022323 

  

 
FLOWER POWER 

 

 

FROM 
 
 

TROFLORA 
 

Flowers for all occasions 
(Caroline Meredith Dip Floristry) 

Tel:  
01497 
851646 

4 MILES ALONG THE HILL 
 When we decided to move and leave Chapel House, 
one mile above The Rhydspence Inn, where we had been 
very happy for 8 years, the big question was Where? We 
looked far and wide but this house was too small, this one 
was too remote and that one was in a townðDid we really 
want that? After a relatively short time we had a buyer for 
Chapel House and the pressure was on! About 10 days later 
we viewed Austenwood and both of us came away saying 
ñthatôs the oneò, and there it was, only 4 miles along the hill!
 We knew Painscastle a little, the Roast Ox a little 
more and The Begwns very well, coming up most days to 
walk our dogs there. We were delighted to be moving nearer 
to the pub and the Begwns and felt Painscastle was a village 
we could be happy in ï we werenôt wrong! Before moving in 
we came up for the AGM of the Local Interest Group and 
were given the most friendly welcome. 
 Moving day was stressful, as they always are, and the 
next couple of weeks was spent trying to find essentials as 
well as getting a bit straight. Soon it was Christmas and we 
enjoyed our first carol service in Rhosgoch Chapel, attempt-
ing to sing in tune! We also enjoyed the evening at the village 
hall which followed the childrenôs party, as well as the carol 
singers from The Young Farmers, again getting a warm wel-
come and the feeling of a village with an amazing community 
atmosphere. 
 As well as myself and James, we arrived with our 4 
dogs, rather noisy ones at that, as our neighbours have proba-
bly discovered! Billy, Betsy, Barney and Teddy have proba-
bly increased the number of village dogs by 100%! They 
were very disturbed by all the boxes which kept multiplying 
in Chapel House, but were much happier once these began to 
be unpacked and all the normal smells emerged in Austen-
wood. 
 They are very interested in the other dogs around the 
village, have met a few, and talked through the hedge to most 
of the others. They, like us, are delighted to be nearer their 
usual walks. 
 It is now 2 months since we arrived ( probably 4 
months by the time you read this!) and we have no doubt that 
we made exactly the right move. We look forward to inte-
grating into the life of the village, seeing the garden go 
through the Spring and Summer, and spending many happy 

years here.                                        Jenny and James MartinΦ 

Y.F.C. NEWS 
Upcoming events hosted by Rhosgoch YFC: 
Sunday 26th April - Rhosgoch YFC Fun Ride 

 
Upcoming events hosted by Radnor YFC: 
Friday 15th May ï Radnor YFC Dance Competition 
Saturday 16th May ï Radnor YFC Sports Day 
Saturday 13th June ï Radnor YFC Rally 2020 

 
MALLU LLOYD    (LUNDY) 

For your local Mini Digger Work (3T) 
 Fast, Reliable & Tidy 07854 846261 

LLOYDôS FIRE SPRINKLERS  07854 846261 
All new builds in Wales have to be fitted with a fire 

suppression system. 

Did you know? 
Candyfloss was invented by a dentist in 1897. 
In a year Britons use enough wrapping paper to wrap the moon 
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Llewetrog Free 
Range Eggs  

 
 

 
Available from Painscastle Hall & 

Llandeilo Graban  
 
 

Contact John for details  
07779 164810  

T. D.  LLOYD  Plastering,  Plasterboarding,  Rendering etc.  
                                                          

       07974-680049                                              Call Tref 

LES BOWEN 

 
 
 
 

Upper Llanshiver Farm, Whitney-on-Wye  
HR3 6HN 

 
 

For all your fencing/hedging  requirements  

Please contact Les on  

 

01497 851254 

www.welshfruitstocks.co.uk 
 

Order in advance & collect from  
Grug Farm, Bryngwyn between November & March 

 

Top Quality Soft Fruit Plants  

 

Strawberry Plants, Raspberry Canes, Fruit Bushes inc 
Chuckleberry Bushes 

01497 851209  

 

 
Herdman Coaches 

 
 

ñThe Homò, Clyro Hereford. HR3 5JL 
 

Tel: 01497 847100   Or  851616 (evenings) 

 

TRACEY JONES D.O.   
 
&   
 

SIMON GUINANE D.O. 
 
 

Registered Osteopaths   01497-847020  

 

CHARITY COLLECTIONS 

Thanks so much for all your donations in the bus shelter and please continue to support the Bracken Trust by do-
nating any stamps or bras. 

 
 
 
 

Opening Hours: 
Food served 12 -  2.00 Wednesday to Saturday 
         6 -  9 pm Wednesday to Saturday  
     Sunday:- 12.30 -  2.30 no food Sunday evening  
 

       Pub is closed Monday & Tuesday all day   

The Roast Ox Inn 

B & B available Tel: 01497-851398 
Email: theroastox@gmail.com 

HOME COOKED SUNDAY LUNCH  
12.30 - 2.30pm          Ã12.95          

Booking essential 

GARDENING CLUB PROGRAMME 
 

Thr Mar 12th  Life in the hedgerow - Tim Kaye 
Sat Apr 4th  Easter Bingo 
Thr May 14th  TBA 
 

All meetings at Rhosgoch Golf Club at 7.30pm. Details from Ed-
wina Griffiths 01497-851284 or Pat Harley 01497-851632 

RHOSGOCH & DISTRICT GARDENING CLUB 
DINNER 

Rhosgoch & District Gardening Club held their annual dinner  at 
Rhosgoch Golf Club. As usual Betty supplied a beautiful roast 
dinner which was enjoyed by all. 
 During the evening we took part in a couple of games 
which raised Ã40 for Wales Air Ambulance. 
 Competitions winner for 2019 was Gaynor Price. 

Gaynor receiving the trophy from Joan Hughes (mother) who was 
the previous winner.  
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CLYRO & HAY NEWS 

CUSOP HISTORY GROUP 
On Friday February 21st, Jane Weaver gave an illustrated talk 
about the Cusop Graveyard project sharing some of the 
fascinating details of her photography over the past few 
years.  Jane has done a magnificent job on this important 
piece of local social history and we are very grateful for her 
hard-work and perseverance.   
Our next meeting is on Friday March 13th at 7pm in Cusop 
Village Hall when we welcome John Price who will be 
amazing us again with his collection of local films and pho-
tographs from Kilvert to photographs from the Mary Ridger 
Collection.  
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY, 7pm Cusop Village Hall: Fri-
day April 17th ï Tony Usher óFrom Roman Roads to Rail-
ways: Connecting People in Herefordshireô. Transport 
networks shaped the fortunes of Herefordshire.  From Roman 
roads, medieval trackways, river navigations, turnpikes, ca-
nals and tramways to Victorian steam engines. 
Friday July 10th ï Heather Hurley ï Exploring The Green 
Lanes of Herefordshire. An illustrated presentation, featur-
ing the history of the county through the green lanes.   
Membership is only Ã5 a year, which helps towards our 
speakers and research projects.  
If you would like to be involved in research or would like to 
help the group with information, photos or enthusiasm, 
please contact us. Visit our website at http://
cusophistory.wix.com/cusop to see the latest information, 
including the research and our photos of historical Cusop.  
Email us at cusophistory@gmail.com or call Sue on 01497 
822523.  
Hay Youth Theatre meets on Saturdays during term time 
at Cusop Village Hall at 10.30 until 12.30 for Juniors 
aged 7-11 and 1pm until 3 pm for Seniors aged 12-16.  
New members are always welcome. No experience is needed 
and it is wonderful to see everyone learn performance skills, 
make new friends and increase their confidence. Only Ã7. For 
details call Janine on 07733 055430 or email haythe-
atre@gmail.co.uk   
For more information check our website 
www.haytheatre.co.uk 
Hay Adult Theatre Studies (HATS) 
We meet on Thursday evenings 7.45 to 9.45 at Clyro Village 
Hall in term time. No experience is needed. Come along and 
learn performance skills, make new friends and increase your 
confidence. Ã7 per session. For details call Janine on 07733 
055430 or email haytheatre@gmail.co.uk For more infor-
mation check our website www.haytheatre.co.uk 
'Into The Breach - One 
Manôs Battle Against 
Shakespeare' performed 
by Mark Carey.  Back by 
popular demand, this will 
take place on Sunday 
26th April at 4pm in Cly-
ro Village Hall.  
Mark Carey delivers a one
ïman show set at the end 
of WWII, which focuses 
on Shakespeareôs Henry V 
but revolves around 
George Crocker, an ama-
teur actor, whose ambition 
is to play Mother Goose! 
Mark demonstrates his 
acting skills in his portray-
al of such diverse charac-
ters as a country yokel, a flustered vicar, Winston Churchill, 
a prim spinster and a frustrated Major ï it has received excel-
lent reviews wherever it has been performed. 
Into the Breach Tickets: Ã8 adult and Ã5 for children 16 years 

and under. Available from Eighteen Rabbit, Hay-on-Wye 
and Sue on 01497 822523. Proceeds towards Hay Theatre 
Community productions.   https://www.intothebreach.uk/ 
 
HayDay Caf®s 
The next HayDay Caf® Cusop will be held on Monday 2nd 
March at 2.30-4pm when we will have a St Davidôs Day 
theme with tea and cake along with a sing-song. Our next 
HayDay Caf® Clyro will be on Wednesday 25th March 
when we have a Creative Caf® Workshop and sing-song 
after a light lunch at 12.30 at Clyro Village Hall. 
The HayDay Caf®s on the first Monday and last Wednes-
day of the month provide a great opportunity for people, 
particularly those living with dementia or memory loss, to 
enjoy each otherôs company and have some fun in a re-
laxed, friendly creative environment. If you would like to 
come along or know someone with memory loss who 
would like to try it, please contact Sue Hodgetts on 01497 
822523. Transport can be arranged with a volunteer or 
Dial-A-Ride. 
HAY MUSIC - DIARY DATES  
More details of all our concerts at www.haymusic.org  
Tickets from Richard Boothôs Bookshop, Hay-on-Wye, on 
line at www.boothbooks.co.uk or at the door if available. 
 
Friday, 3 April at 7.30 pm 
LORE LIXENBURG (mezzo-soprano) and BARTOSZ 
GLOWACKI (accordion) 
Music by Bach, Purcell, Eccles, John Cage and Acqyaviva 
Richard Boothôs Bookshop, Hay-on-Wye 
Tickets Ã12.50 (students Ã6.00 / under 18s free)  
Sunday, 14 June at 3.00 pm 
THE ODORA TRIO 
Music for piano trio by Haydn, Schumann, Herbert Sum-
sion and Shostakovich 
Dorstone House, Dorstone HR3 6AW 
Tickets Ã15.00 (students Ã7.50)  
Sunday, 26 July at 3.00 pm 
PIANO RECITAL BY LLȑR WILLIAMS  
Music by Beethoven, Tchaikovsky and Grieg 
Dorstone House, Dorstone HR3 6AW 
Tickets Ã15.00 (students Ã7.50)  

 
CHRISTMAS ENGAGEMENT AT FRONHOWEY 

Congratulations & best wishes to Mark Bowkett & 
Alaw Aur Jones on their engagement 

 

GLADESTRY POP IN CAFE 

/ƻƳŜ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ tƻǇ ƛƴ /ŀŦŜ ŀǘ DƭŀŘŜǎǘǊȅ ±ƛƭƭŀƎŜ Iŀƭƭ 
ŜǾŜǊȅ aƻƴŘŀȅ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎ мл -мм ƻϥŎƭƻŎƪ 
 9ƴƧƻȅ ǘŜŀκŎƻũŜŜ ŀƴŘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘƭȅ ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅΦ 
!ƭƭ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜΦ  9ƴǘǊȅ ϻнΦ  !ƭƭ ǇǊƻŎŜŜŘǎ ǘƻ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŎƘŀǊƛǝŜǎΦ 

http://cusophistory.wix.com/cusop
http://cusophistory.wix.com/cusop
mailto:cusophistory@gmail.com
http://www.haytheatre.co.uk
http://www.haytheatre.co.uk
https://www.intothebreach.uk/
http://www.haymusic.org
http://www.boothbooks.co.uk
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R M Drew Developments Ltd 
 

Rosemoor Felinfach Brecon, LD3 0UE 
 

 Brick and Blockwork, Home Improvements,  
Plumbing, Kitchen and bathroom fitting,  

Tiling, Plastering 
 

 For free estimates contact Richard:  
TEL: 07792912434   

EMAIL: richarddrew_28@hotmail.com 

General Carpentry & Maintenance  

Also Restoration & Repair Work  

No Job too small  Please phone Daren on  

01544 350 602 or Mobile 07929 824 560  

 Heart Healing 

www.juliegoodridge.com 
 

        01497 851764              
                 07749 391714  

 

NIGHTFALL  

 

DISCO 
&  

 

KARAOKE 
 

Music from 50s  
to present 

 

Wedding, birthday party or any 
function  

that requires music. 
 

If you require party food, cater-
ing service also available 

 
 

DAVID PRICE 

THE GARDEN 
 A delightful time in the garden and countryside. 
Burgeoning birdsong: blackbirds, thrushes, and chaf-
finches leading the orchestra, with chiff chaff, blackcap, 
willow warbler, and whitethroat gradually adding their 
beautiful counterpoint. Not forgetting the cuckoo, and, if 
we're lucky, the magical sound of the curlew. And then 
there's the arrival of the first swallows...and house mar-
tins...and swifts...    
 This is the time of the narcissi. The early daffs 
should have been pushing their shoots through, and it's 
always lovely to see the first one open. But don't forget 
the later ones. The jonquilla and tazetta types flower in 
April or later, are small and elegant, and have the added 
bonus of often being beautifully scented. The trouble is, 
it's difficult to think about them in August, which the 
ideal time to order them for September/October planting! 
Peter Nyssen is a reliable specialist supplier, particularly 
for larger quantities.    
 If you haven't already done so, trim back the old 
growth of herbaceous perennials before the new shoots 
become too high. Look out for seedlings and pot up for 
replacements if necessary.    
 In the veg patch, sprouting broccoli, purple and 
white, should be providing a welcome freshness to the 
table. And if you're sowing seeds indoors, the key to 
success is not to rush things! The weather can still be 
treacherous, and we can have frosts throughout May. 
Gradually harden seedlings off, and be prepared to pro-
vide protection, in the form of fleece or makeshift cloch-
es. It's well worth taking a risk with early 'taters, even if 
it does mean rushing out to put old sheets or something 
over them when frost is forecast. I'm sure everyone has 
their own favourite, but Lady Christl does well for me.   
 May the climate be with you. 

John the Gardener 

 
 
News from Dial-a-Ride 
 A rare opportunity has arisen as we are 
recruiting a paid member of staff to join our 
office team ï see separate advert.   The post is 

to help us with day-to-day finance and assist across a variety 
of areas to support the provision of our community transport 
scheme, working 2 mornings per week.  Please call us for an 
informal chat or an application pack.  The closing date is 
noon on Thursday 12th March and the interviews will be held 
on Monday 16th March.  A big thanks to Nick Burdekin who 
has been a key part of the team!  We are very pleased to wel-
come Muriel Semple and Jane Nicholls, who have joined the 
team as Trustees and look forward to working with them. 
 Do you live in or close to Hay and are looking for 
something to do?    We are also looking for 2 more communi-
ty car drivers, where volunteers use their own vehicles, and 
are reimbursed at 45p per mile.  You donôt need any experi-
ence and we will provide all the training necessary.  There 
doesnôt have to be a regular commitment and you can do as 
little as one journey per month.  There are many benefits to 
volunteering and we can offer a very flexible approach to suit 
your own circumstances.  Bus and VW drivers also required. 
 Work is underway planning our annual fundraising 
events and weôd love some more helpful and friendly people 
to join our ñFriendsò group.   We hold coffee mornings, cake 
stalls and are plan-
ning a pop-up shop 
this year ï if you 
think you could 
help, please get in 
touch with Trish 
Richardson on 
01497 821381 or 
trishrichard-
son8@gmail.com. 
 Join our 
award winning team 
in its 26th year of 
service at the heart 
of Hay! 
 
Call us 01497 
821616.   

Find us on Face-
book. 
 



6 

 

N.D. 
PROTHEROE 

 

 Water Well Drilling 
Pump Supplier and Installer 

 

Tel : (01497) 851276    Mob : 07800 753341 

POWYS PODS 
Camping, but without the tent 

 

Stay in one of 3 camping pods 
on our working farm, and en-
joy the great views and mod-

ern facilities 
Also, something a bit different for  
kidsô parties and sleepovers 

www.powyspods.co.uk 
Bryngwyn (near Rhosgoch) 

 
 
 

Pilates lengthens and strengthens the body whilst 
improving your flexibility, balance, posture and core.  

Class times 
Monday 9.30am  -  Boothôs Bookshop Studio, Hay 
Monday 11.30am - Boothôs Bookshop Studio, Hay 
Monday 2.00pm  -  St Peterôs Centre, Peterchurch  
Tuesday 9.30am  -  Eardisley Village Hall 
Tuesday 6.15pm  -  Boothôs Bookshop Studio, Hay 
Wednesday 9.30am  -  Painscastle Village Hall 
Wednesday 6.15pm  -  Clifford Community Centre 
Friday 9.15am           -  Boothôs Bookshop Studio, Hay 
 

My classes last for one hour, are suitable for all ages and fitness levels 
and are charged on a pay as you go basis. If you are interested in any of 
the above classes please call me on 07702 241725 or  
emma@pilatesemma.co.uk  www.pilatesemma.co.uk   

CRUISING 

 On our way to Southampton on December 1st to join a 
cruise to the Canaries, I didnôt think there would be much to 
write home about. But I did have a nagging in my head that 
all would not be well. Our return to Southampton on Friday 
December13th seemed a fair way off! 
 The first 3 days were spent dossing around and idling 
about. Watched some good films, joined in a few quizzes and 
read lots of books. Our fellow passengers were a jolly crowd, 
mostly seasoned cruisers, and we enjoyed excellent lunches 
and dinners with some very  interesting people.  
 Our first port of call was Madeira - and once again we 
loitered around bars and coffee shops in the lovely town of 
Funchal. There were gorgeous Christmas decorations around 
the main street and parks - very nice indeed. Funchal has ex-
cellent wine bodegas where you can sample their national 
wine.  It is also famous for the descent from the  high hills 
around Funchal Bay in a basket chair for two guided by local 
chaps and nothing else. They wore out lots of shoes! I first 
descended this way on New Years Eve in 1990 and this was 
followed by the most fantastic Firework display at midnight. 
Since then a cable car has been erected so that the route to the 
top is easier but not as fast as the basket chair coming down.  
 Our next port of call was Las Palma and a heated con-
versation about whether or not we had been there before en-
sued!  I had to concede that, yes indeed, we had visited previ-
ously as I recognised the medieval streets and shops. There 
were fabulous Christmas decorations which included gigantic 
angels. We had a sudden downpour of rain which necessitated 
a dash to a small square and the shelter of sun umbrellas. We 
were introduced to some new drinks by some fellow passen-
gers from Aberdare - very delicious - drinks not fellow pas-
sengers - but I cannot remember what the drinks were called. 
In fact the day started to become a bit blurry and our fabu-
lously comfy bed in our stateroom (cabin) beckoned.  
 Saturday December 7th. We arrived at Tenerife - glori-
ous sunshine and lots to see and do. We took a short trip 
around Santa Cruz and the various markets there but not much 
else. Back on the ship, we sunbathed on deck and swam in the 
adult-only swimming pool. It was fab. During dinner that 
evening the shipôs captain announced that there was a prob-
lem and the ship had lost propulsion on our way to Lanzarote. 
No worries, we were getting tugged back to Santa Cruz de 
Tenerife for a repair overnight.  
 Dec 8th. The following morning we were still in Santa 
Cruz de Tenerife. The news was that a part was being sent 
from the UK and we would be leaving that evening. The sun 
was still shining gloriously and our on-board account had 
been topped up with Ã25 per passenger. HOORAH! The Ã50 
did not last long. The captain announced that he was in dis-
cussions with Head Office about compensation for the disrup-
tion to our holiday. Another day in the sun and dossing about.  
 We realised that we were not going anywhere fast by 
about 9.00 pm that evening. So the party continued. Rumours 
abounded - a May day call and 5 tugs towed us back to Santa 
Cruz - the reality was no May day call, only 2 tugs - the Cap-
tain was on his last ever trip before retiring! Bless him, he 
should have been taking leave for Christmas holidays.  

 Dec 9th. The next morning we were still in Santa Cruz 
and this time another part and a man to complete the repair 
were being sent from the UK. Another day of glorious sun-
shine. Also the day of the greatest embarrassment when I fell 
asleep sitting in comfy chairs at a round table with others in 
the library. Mel was alerted by sounds of great amusement 
when he found me fast asleep and snoring for Wales. The 
ZZZZ must have been reaching the ceiling. Having explained 
that I was his wife he gently woke me to face seven giggling 
faces and gently led me away. 
 We were beginning to lose track of the days by now 
but todayôs news was that we would remain in Santa Cruz de 
Tenerife until Wednesday 11th December. Hooray, more 
days in the sun. Passengers could - if they wished return to 
the UK by air from Tenerife. Some did awwwww so sad !!!! 
 But the best news was that we would receive a 50% 
refund of our original cruise fare.  
 And so the party continued and we enjoyed the great 
atmosphere on board and excellent entertainment was 
shipped in for those who wanted it. Neil Lockwood  from 
ELO and The Alan Parsons Project ( I had never heard of him 
either ) arrived and gave a really good show  which we thor-
oughly enjoyed.  
 And so the party continued for 2 more days and we 
eventually sailed for Southampton on Wednesday 11th ex-
pecting to arrive on Tuesday 17th December. So what now?  
Oh yes, the General Election.  
 Voting day - Thursday 12th - passed unnoticed. Many 
stayed up late into the early hours of Friday 13th to watch the 
results. This was the day we should have been arriving in 
Southampton! 
 Friday 13th was an interesting study in human nature 
as people trod very carefully about the outcome of the elec-
tion in any conversations. The day passed uneventfully. 
Toasts to saboteurs abounded around the dinner tables as 
usual that evening but there was very little reference to our 
new government.  
 Ah well, we continued sailing towards Southampton 
enjoying the relaxed atmosphere and fabulous food. The 
pounds were gaining on us but as they say óworse things hap-
pen at seaô 

Carole Gibbs 
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FARMING TERMS 
Sklem - a sheep which always escapes or does 
not want to be part of the flock 
Tolent - loft where hay was kept  
Glat - a hole in a hedge 
Lug - to haul or pull as to lug hay 
Plock - small field 
Row up - when hay is cut it is put into rows 
ready to be baled 
Tiddling/Tiddler - orphan lamb 

Rebecca Lewis Jewellery 
 

§ Full collection of hand-made silver 
and gold jewellery 

§ Engagement rings & wedding bands 

§ Commissions undertaken 

§ Repairs & ring re-sizing 

§ Pearl & bead re-stringing 
Call to make an appointmenté  

07968 040309 
www.rebecca-lewis.co.uk 

Chapters, Hay on Wye 
 January always seems a miserable time of the year 
for New Yearôs resolutions of fitness and health. If there is a 
time of the year when we need chocolate and extra time in 
bed it is January and February. March, with itôs lighter 
mornings and evenings is a much better time to contemplate 
ending hibernation and giving up a few bad winter habits. 
My Gentleman Friend and I went to Chapters in Hay-on-
Wye for a last treat before the austerity of lambing and an 
overdue healthiness drive. This stylish restaurant offers a 
seasonally changing menu using produce from local, small 
scale independent suppliers. Diners choose between the set 
four course menu or the six courses, which takes away the 
potential stress of making a Bad Food Choice. However, in 
the day and age of having too many choices it actually feels 
quite strange to hand over the mealtime reins, a bit like be-
ing a child again. We were treated to a basket of freshly 
baked bread and flavoured butter which came with our 
drinks, and seemed a trick that every restaurant should em-
ploy. People love being given free things and what better 
than delicious warm bread to keep the hunger pangs at bay!  
 My Gentleman friend and I chose the four course 
menu which began with a starter cryptically titled óVenison 
ï Elderberry - Soy - Sloe Ginô. The venison was marinated 
and chopped very small, and was hidden under a tangy jelly. 
It was so pretty it was almost a shame to eat it. The second 
starter was titled óJerusalem artichoke ï Apple ï Hazelnut 
ï Chiveô and was a crispy piece of Jerusalem artichoke 
stuffed with finely chopped apple, hazelnut and chives held 
together in a creamy sauce. There wasnôt a huge amount of 
it, but the crunchy nut and sweet fruit worked really well 
together. The main course was titled óHerefordshire Beef ï 
Kohlrabi ï Leek ï Peppercorn Sauceô. Kohlrabi was a new 
one on us, and is a relative of the wild cabbage. The Here-
fordshire beef was a fillet to make one proud to be a farmer; 
it cut like butter and tasted divine. It is quite a risk to serve a 
set menu as people are so used to being able to choose ex-
actly what they want and how they want it. The descriptions 
donôt give much of a clue as to what the dishes are, and so 
when they arrive the inventive arty presentation adds to the 
intrigue. The pudding was titled óDark chocolate ï Tofu ï 
Peanut ï Pumpkinô and was an interesting fusion of fla-
vours; certainly more interesting than most ends to a meal!  
 Eating at Chapters is an experience. The unpreten-
tious friendly atmosphere, and real attention to detail makes 
visiting thoroughly enjoyable. There was only one person 
taking orders and serving the food, and somehow she man-
aged to answer all the questions that we threw at her about 
the food, and also make every table feel special. When you 
are in need of a new way to look at dining and flavours, 
Chapters is the place to go. 
Food **** Service ***** Value *** Atmosphere **** 
Chapters, Lion Street, Hay-on-Wye HR3 5AA. Tele-
phone number:  07855 783799. 

Welsh Amber Pudding 
St Davidôs Day has been and gone, and left us with this lovely 
pudding. It is good fun to make and has a lovely tanginess to it.  
For the pastry 
200g plain white flour  
100g butter (salted)  
1 egg yolk(s) (free range) (medium)  
For the filling 
3 egg(s) (free range) (medium)  
115g unrefined golden caster sugar  
1İ tsp lemon extract  
3İ tbsp marmalade (grapefruit or orange)  
180g butter (salted) (melted) 
Method 
Sift the flour and salt into a bowl. Add the butter and rub in 
with your finger tips until the mixture resembles coarse bread-
crumbs, alternatively you can do this in a food processor. 
Mix the egg yolk with 3 tablespoons of cold water and using a 
butter knife bring the pastry together, adding a little more wa-
ter if needed. 
Roll out on a lightly floured surface to about 1/2cm thickness. 
Line 23cm shallow loose bottomed fluted tart tin, leaving any 
overhang, and chill in the fridge for 20 minutes. 
Preheat the oven 190C (fan 170C, gas mark 5) and place a bak-
ing sheet in the oven to heat up. 
Prick the pastry base with a fork and line with baking parch-
ment and fill with either rice or baking beans. Place on the 
preheated baking sheet and bake blind for 15 minutes, remov-
ing the paper and rice or beans 5 minutes before the end. Using 
a sharp knife trim the excess pastry away using the edge of the 
tart tin as a guide. 
For the filling, whisk all the filling ingredients together and 
pour into the pastry case and bake in the oven for 25 - 30 
minutes until set. 
Taken from https://www.bakingmad.com/recipe/welsh-amber-
pudding 

CULINARY COLUMN 

Thieve lamb - ewe lamb 
Tup a male sheep 
Wether a castrated male sheep 
A Mule is a crossbred sheep by a lowland ram 
out of a hill ewe 
Hogs / Tegs are weaned lambs before they be-
come adult sheep. 
Hogget is considered to be between 1 - 2 years 
Mutton is over 2 years. 
Yearlings are over a year old and are hogs kept 
to go into the sheep flock. 
Heft is the area that a hill flock keeps to on 
shared commonland. 
Drenchðmedicine applied as a liquid down 
the throat of sheep or cattle. 


