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RHOSGOCH YFC ENTERTAINMENT 

SHEARING IN NEW ZEALAND 
 Mark (Sparky) Gwynne, Beau Herdmanôs right-hand 
man, decided last autumn  to embark on an adventure to the 
other side of the world. He left Painscastle where he has been 
part of the óNew Houseô family for more than half of his 22 
years. He flew from Heathrow to New Zealand on his own, 
perhaps with some trepidation, on 24th October. 
               Mark went to Taihape in North Island where he 
worked for Mackintosh Shearing. Once out in Taihape he 
met up with several other boys from Brecon and Builth. 
There were at least 30 
Welsh lads and they 
were part of the teams 
going out shearing at 
different sheep farms 
everyday. The boys 
lived in 4 bedded huts, 
10 of them, with a 
communal kitchen and 
a laundry room, where 
Mark had to learn how 
to wash his clothes. 
Some of the farms had 500, some 5,000 while some had 
25,000 sheep. The main breeds were Romneys, Poll Dorsets 
and Perendales (from Romney ewes by Cheviot rams). 
               The day began with cooked breakfast at 5.00am. 
The shearers were picked up in a minibus with their shearing 
kit transported in a trailer behind. They left the yard at 
5.10am and were transported to their dayôs work. Shearing 
would begin at 6.00am for two hours and then it was time for 
smoko, a half hour break for a snack and refreshment. At 
8.30am another 2 hours of shearing followed by dinner at 
10.30am. After an hours break, shearing would resume until 
1.30pm when afternoon smoko lasted for half an hour. The 
final shearing period was from 2.00pm until 4.00pm, giving 
a total of 8 hours shearing per day before it was time for 
them to return to base. After a shower - the motto was óscrub 
before grubô, they had supper and the rest of the evening was 

their own. At some of the big stations the shearers had a óstay-
outô where the gang stayed on the farm, when they had a 9 
hour shearing day. 
               Some New Zealand sheep were shorn twice a year. 
They were shorn in the winter as ewes in lamb when shorn 
with cover combs (they leave a little more fleece), then next 
shearing would be with a normal comb. Most of the lambs 
were also shorn, some while still on the ewes, when it was a 
mob shearing, otherwise they were shorn after weaning. 
Lambs were sold either store, these were called trade lambs, or 
fat. The wool price was generally better than in this country. 
               During his stay in New Zealand Mark shore 13,500 
sheep. He competed in several shearing competitions; Taihape 
Show where he was 2nd, Rotorua Show where he was 4th. He 
was 3rd in Taumarunui Show and 2nd in Apiti Show. He com-
peted in the Golden Shears at Masterton which attracts en-
trants from both the North and South Islands of New Zealand, 
England, Scotland, Ireland, Wales, Spain, France and Canada. 
Mark was in the Junior section (based on experience not age), 
in the heats they have to shear 3 sheep, then the top 18 go 
through to the semi-finals where they shear 4 sheep and the 
top 6 qualify for 
the final. Mark 
qualified for the 
final and was 
fifth after the 
judging of time, 
skin cuts and 
double cuts. 
               Mark 
managed a few 
days of sight-
seeing spending 
New Year at 
Lake Taupo, 
which he says was a class weekend. He came home on 6th 
March. He is already planning to return in November and 
spend another few months honing his shearing skills. 
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YFC NEWS 
 After a busy Christmas period, the real work began 
in the New Year with this yearôs entertainment competi-

tion. Our producers Nigel and Sophie Protheroe put pens to 

paper, while we started a long process of learning the main 
songs and dance moves. After many late Thursday nights 

and long Sunday afternoons we managed to put a great 

show together full of variety and talent. We had 23 of our 
members on stage in this yearôs entertainment, and a spe-

cial well done to the younger members for doing a great 

job on stage in front of an audience of 300 people. After 
our night in Llandrindod, it was then time to show off our 

production locally at Clyro Court with Eardisley YFC. The 
evening was very well attended with not a seat spare, and a 

lot of fun and laughter was had by everyone on and off 

stage. A big thank you to everyone who helped with the 
production. The time and effort that everyone puts in is 

greatly appreciated.                                                                         

 Now onto the Rhosgoch YFC funride to be held on 

Sunday 28th April from 10:30am. A guaranteed excellent 
day out with an optional 50+ cross country fences with a 

choice of a 6 mile or 12 mile route over some outstanding 

countryside. Please call or text Lauren on 07583130051 for 
any more information. 

GARDENING CLUB 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Penny Williams from Waterloo Cottage, Erwood 
spoke on horticulture in Kenya and Uganda. Penny & 
Ifor had visited these countries and seen for them-
selves the primitive conditions in which they lived. 
Penny brought bracelets and necklaces that had been 
made by the children out of paper. Several of the 
members bought these items. 

GARDENING CLUB 
 

Sat Apr 13th Easter Bingo at Rhosgoch Golf Club  
Thr May 2nd Sue Hamar - Flowers 
Thr June 13th Evening visit to Llysdinam,  
 Newbridge-on-Wye 
Thr July 11th Jenny Stevens - Wildlife Role Play 
Thr Aug 15th Annual Flower & Vegetable Show 
 
All meetings at Rhosgoch Golf Club at 7.30pm. Further 
details from Edwina Griffiths 01497-851284 or Pat Har-
ley 01497-851632 
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R M Drew Developments Ltd 
 

Rosemoor Felinfach Brecon, LD3 0UE 
 

 Brick and Blockwork, Home Improvements,  
Plumbing, Kitchen and bathroom fitting,  

Tiling, Plastering 
 

 For free estimates contact Richard:  
TEL: 07792912434   

EMAIL: richarddrew_28@hotmail.com 

FARM FOCUS 
 Hello and welcome to Lower Blaencurdy. We 
are a small but not that traditional sheep and beef hold-
ing. Both Kelly and I have jobs outside the farm which 
can make things a bit chaotic at times. We have two 
children, David and Anna. 
 We keep a mixture of breeds with the aim to sell 
35 ï 40 breeding rams a year. We will find something 
for everyone! 
 It is a staggered lambing this year after experi-
encing the bitter conditions of last. We lambed a few 
Suffolks in January, the Texels and Crossbreds have 
just started and the Blue- faced Leicesters and Charol-
lais will lamb later in April. Hopefully the weather will 
continue to be kind. 
 The twin and triplet ewes are housed after scan-
ning, making life a bit easier to have them all in one 
place. I finished the day job for lambing last week and, 
in a mad scrat to create more space, the shed was 
cleaned out and pens set up just as the first triplet start-
ed to lamb. 
 The children, after a little persuasion, have de-
cided to write about the farm from their perspective. 

 

Spring is the busiest time of year and you don�¶t get 
much sleep because there are ewes lambing all the 
time and you have to try and make sure the lambs 
get enough colostrum 
so they are as healthy 
as possible. I like 
pulling lambs and 
sending them out to 
the field and mark-
ing and ringing 
them. 
We have some heif-
ers that will be calv-
ing in May. They are 
very friendly and like 
us a lot. We also have 
some calves that we 
reared on the bucket 
last winter. They are 
friendly as well. 
David 9 

 

For a free quote please contact Sylvan Jones 

   Tel. 01982 560562           Mob 07850 065531                                                                           
*   All types of home maintenance undertaken       
�i �� Kitchens & Bathrooms        

�i �� UPVC windows & doors  

SJ Building Maintenance                                                  
The Old Smithy                                                                   
Llandeilo Graban    

Boxes of DVDs 
 

There are boxes of DVDs located in the Bus Shelter in 
Painscastle, all in good order, Free to a good home. 

 
 
 
 

Opening Hours: 
Food served 12 -  14.00 Tuesday to Saturday 
         6 -  9 pm Tuesday to Saturday  
Sunday:- 12.30 -  15.00 no food Sunday evening  
 

       Pub is closed Monday all day   

 

 

The Roast Ox Inn 

B & B available Tel: 01497-851398 
Email: theroastox@gmail.com 

HOME COOKED SUNDAY LUNCH  
Ã11.95          

Booking essential 

I am going to 
talk about my 
sheep called 
Spot. Whenever 
I go into the 
shed and call 
her name, she 
barges passed 
the other ewes 
to the front to 
come and see 
me for a stroke. 
When I was 
only three and 
Spot was a ewe 
lamb she would 
follow me 
round, so I 
asked my Dad 
if I could keep 
her. He said yes 
as he knew I would be kind to her. In lambing, we 
see Grandma lots. She is a big help. 
Anna 6 

 

Best Wishes for lambing 2019. Let us know if you need 
a tiddling! 
Wills and family LB Newchurch 

This is Holly 

Annaôs sheep Spot 


