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Rhosgoch Gossip 
 

Volume 20 Issue 6       Jul/Aug 2015                            70p   

NEW PLANS FOR RHOSGOCH SCHOOL 

 On 29th June there was a public meeting to discuss 

the planning application for Rhosgoch School site. 18 

houses are proposed, along with a shop and 61 car parking 

spaces. The planning application will be considered by the 

planning dept at Powys in August. 

ISA GIVES A THOUSAND POUNDS 

 Isa Lloyd from Rhosgoch Golf & Leisure Club ran a 

series of Bingo nights throughout last winter aiming to raise a 

thousand pounds for the Charles Renton Cancer Unit at Here-

ford hospital. He achieved his objective and has donated 

£1,010 to the charity.  

 In addition Ruby Bagley set up a Name the Bear com-

petition, the bear kindly donated by  Val Price, and this raised 

£200 for the same charity. The name of the bear was Ruben 

and the winner was Joyce Moore from Newchurch.  

The Rhosgoch Gossip is available at Clyro Shop, and Pain-

scastle Farmers Buying Group. It is also available by sub-

scription (due in September) £4 for delivery in Rhosgoch and 

Painscastle and adjoining areas, £8 posted. We welcome all 

correspondence, letters, articles, local news, comments etc. 

For further details 01497-851609 OR 

m.lloyd1@btconnect.com. Special thanks to everyone who 

has contributed to this issue. 

COUNTY COUNCIL ELECTION 

 Because of the resignation of local councillor Chris 

Davies there will be a by-election for the Glasbury ward on 

Thursday August 13th. The list of candidates is:- 

Louise Davies (Green party) 

James Evans (Welsh Conservatives) 

James Gibson-Watt (Welsh Liberal Democrats) 

Roger David Hood (Independent). 

ST PETER’S CHURCH LLANBEDR 

 The ladies of the parish have been busy making new 

kneelers for St Peter’s Church, Llanbedr Painscastle. Some 

were made at the local craft club, while others were the 

result of needlework at home. The work involved is an 

expression of thanksgiving and remembrance for family 

members and others connected with the church. The coun-

tryside subjects, as well as the work involved were much 

admired by the large congregation which gathered for the 

dedication service on 28th June. After the service everyone 

enjoyed the social atmosphere of tea provided by friends of 

the parish. 

Ruby Bagley, Gary Jenkins Cradoc Golf Club Captain (who 

opened the envelope with the Bear’s name), and Isa Lloyd.  

Studying the plans for the Rhosgoch School site 

Discussion on the planning application at the public meeting 

called by  the community council 

DEFIBRILLATOR UPDATE 

 The defibrillators are both now in place, (at the Roast 

Ox and Rhosgoch Golf Club) and are registered with the 

emergency services. Training in their use is expected soon. 

Margaret Herdman, Helen Morris, Joe Herdman, Michelle Pratten, Colin 

Bagley,  Ruby Bagley, Revd Ben Griffith, Margaret Herdman, Pat Horne, 

Chris Rose, Christopher Farmer, Sue Farmer, Jamie Farmer.  

A wonderful effort and Isa is keen to thank everyone who supported 

this worthwhile effort. 
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Llewetrog Free Range Eggs  
Available from Painscastle Hall  

& Llandeilo Graban  

Contact John for details 07779 164810  

M.Drew  
ALL ROOF and CHIMNEY CARE   

Free Quotations 

MOB: 07525 437083 HOME: 01874 712264 

Email: info@roofandchimneycare.co.uk 

www.roofandchimneycare.co.uk 

EDITOR’S NOTES 
 In this issue you will find a variety of articles from 

various sources.  There are features on wildlife, [P4 & p14], 

local news and events. The continuation from the last issue of 

letters from Korea, by kind permission of the East family 

from Rhosgoch [P5,6,&7]. Free Ads [P8], Sunday School 

[P8] & Tots [P9], Farm Focus [P12], Mikey and his friends 

on Page 13. A special feature by Grace, so often behind the 

camera, this time is taking centre stage as she celebrates her 

70th year [P2&3]. Dates for your diary and news from local 

clubs and associations. Thanks to all. [m.lloyd1@btconnect.com 

or 01497-851609].                           ML (Editor) 

 
Heart  

Healing 

www.juliegoodridge.com 

 

01497 851764              07749 391714  

FLOWER POWER 

FROM 

TROFLORA 

Flowers for all occasions 

(Caroline Meredith Dip Floristry) 

Tel:  
01497 

851646 

T R EAST 
PUBLIC ADDRESS SYSTEMS 

Systems available for all types of event:- Shows, fetes, races etc. 

Also Indoor systems  

TWO WAY RADIO HIRE 
Keep in touch on the move, efficient communication for  Show-fields, build-

ing sites or mountain sides. 

Daily or weekly hire available Tel No: 01497 851255 

 
Rhosgoch Golf 

& 

Leisure Club 

Room available for  

Weddings, Parties, Dinners, Bingoes, 

Quizzes, Meetings & more 

SUNDAY CARVERY 

EVERY SUNDAY 12.45 TO 2pm 

BOOKING ESSENTIAL 

01497 851 251 
rhosgochgolf@yahoo.co.uk 

www.rhosgochgolf.co.uk 

Pie & Pint 

Friday Night 

£8 

GRACE reached the big 70 on May 25th 2015. 

 Well what a time I’ve had, first lunch at the Railway 

Centre on the 25th, table booked with some of the family, 

then after that, had phone call from Aimie via William, to 

say come over to the Rugby club for a quiet drink, because 

she was there on her own!!!!! Surprise, surprise, when we 

got there most of Rhosgoch-Painscastle with the surrounding 

area all sat in the club with Aimie!!!! Well I was 

gobsmacked for the first time in my life, and to see Luke 

with my video camera there. So it was me on the other end 

of the camera this time, well I had a great time, (thank you 

everyone for the gifts I received from you all, and thank the 

family for 

the surprise 

party.) 

      T h e 

week before 

was Hay 

festival, I 

went to see 

Pam Ayres 

with Ed-

wina, Chris 

and Jill from 

Painscast le 

were there, 

Chris took 

the photo of 

us with Pam 

Ayres sign-

ing  her 

book. 

 Then a week later my friend Graham Pritchard took 

me up in his aeroplane, we went up to Aberdovey, took off 

at Hard-

wicke at 

9.30am, in 

Aber just 

a f t e r 

1 0 a m , 

speedwise 

80 - 90 - 

104 miles 

per hour it 

was great, 

back home 

11.40am, in time for lunch. This photo is looking out across 

Aberdovey bay. 

         Next, 

A i m i e 

asked me 

if I would 

video the 

G r a n d 

S u m m e r 

Ball for 

Gwernyfed 

R u g b y 

c l u b , 

which is 

celebrating 

50 years of 

the club 

and the quest of honour was Warren Gatland, so I got to 

meet him, and had this photo taken with him!!! 
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Then off 

on a trip 

w i t h 

R a d no r 

V a l l e y 

Vintage 

Club to 

see the 

SS Great 

B r i t a i n 

ship on 

B r i s t o l 

d o c k s . 

So more 

p h o t o s 

of me 

celebrat-

ing be-

c o min g 

the BIG 

70!!! 

Grace posing inside an 

air raid shelter at Bristol  

museum. 

VISIT TO SS GREAT BRITAIN 

 Very early on Saturday 4th July, an expectant group 

of members of Radnor Valley Vintage (plus four “hangers 

on”) gathered in Kington for their annual outing, which 

this year was to the SS Great Britain in Bristol.   As we 

waited patiently for the bus, we saw Grace hurrying down 

the road, weighed down with bags and a large cold box 

containing her lunch, with Edwina in hot pursuit!   It was 

an amazing sight and I am only sorry that we did not get a 

photo! 

 The journey to Bristol went very quickly, the coach 

was extremely comfortable and we all agreed that it was 

lovely to be driven for a change, as we could enjoy the 

view.   The approach to the docks took us under the amaz-

ing Clifton Suspension Bridge, a fabulous sight, high 

above the Avon Gorge.  It was opened in 1864 having 

been built to a design by William Barlow and John Hawk-

shaw, who in turn based their design on an earlier one by 

Isambard Kingdom Brunel. 

 But, it was Brunel’s SS Great Britain that we had 

come to see and we were not disappointed.  The area 

around the ship has been developed into an amazing visi-

tor at-

traction 

and we 

w e r e 

l u c k y 

t h a t , 

desp it e 

its being 

a Satur-

day and 

t h e 

weather 

being so 

good, there were not too many people visiting that day. 

 The SS Great Britain is one of the most important 

historic ships in the world and she has been lovingly re-

paired and restored.  She was launched in 1843 and was, at 

that time, the largest and strongest ship ever built.  Brunel 

had fitted her with a steam-powered propeller which, at the 

time, was the very latest invention in maritime technology.  

She had a 1000 horse-power engine (the most powerful 

afloat at the time) and she could carry sufficient fuel to take 

her all the way to America. 

 The ship now sits in the same dry dock where she 

was built and from which she was launched by Prince Albert 

on 19th July 1843.   It took four years to build her and an-

other 18 months to get her out of Bristol because she was so 

large that the owners had to persuade the port authorities to 

dismantle the lock gates at the entrance to the harbour so 

that she could squeeze through to get out to sea. 

 We had such an interesting time walking around the 

ship, starting below the water line actually in the dry dock 

and under a very cleverly constructed veneer of water.  

There is an extremely 

informative museum 

and then you can go 

on board and visit the 

state rooms, cabins, 

kitchens and other 

rooms.  You can even 

climb the rigging, if 

you feel so inclined 

and have a good head 

for heights!   An au-

dio guide assists you 

in your journey 

around the ship and 

brings it all to life.  

We took our time 

looking at everything 

and Grace kept get-

ting ahead; I am ab-

solutely certain that 

she covered at least three times the distance of the rest of us 

as she kept coming round checking where we had got to. 

When we had finished looking around the ship, some of us 

walked along the dockside to M Shed, which contains a mu-

seum and galleries all dedicated to information about Bris-

tol.  We opted to look at the Bristol Places gallery which 

was an interesting display about the growth of Bristol 

through history, focusing on specific places within the city.  

Grace and Edwina had great fun sitting in an air raid shelter 

and causing mayhem on the top deck of an old Bristol bus! 

 Outside the museum there was another great attrac-

tion, a replica of The Matthew, the ship in which John Cabot 

sailed across the Atlantic to North America in 1497.  To 

celebrate the quincentenary of this momentous trip, the rep-

lica Matthew was built between 1994 and 1996.  In 1997 the 

new Matthew followed the same course as John Cabot had 

taken and sailed across to Newfoundland. It carried the same 

number of crew members as the original and took the same 

amount of time to complete the crossing.  Some of us went 

aboard the ship and we all agreed that it must have been 

pretty intimidating in the 15th century setting out into the 

unknown in such a small vessel. 

 We had thoroughly enjoyed our day out.  The sun 

shone all day and the company was great.  Grace managed 

to eat her packed lunch by herself even though there were 

vultures circling and we found some excellent ice cream 

(which pleased Mo no end).  Thanks must go to Radnor Val-

ley Vintage (especially Edwina) for organising such an in-

teresting trip and for allowing some non-members to tag 

along. 

Wendy Ozols 

Grace & Edwina on the bus 
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N.D.PROTHEROE 
       Water Well Drilling  

Pump Supplier and Installer 

 

Tel : (01497) 851276 

Mob : 07800 753341 

T. D.  

LLOYD 

 

Plastering,   

Plasterboarding,   

Rendering etc.  
 

07974-680049       

  Call Tref 

 

BRICKLAYER / GENERAL BUILDER 

 

VIC DAVIES 
 

For all your building 

requirements:- 

New builds, Renovations, 

Extensions, Roofing,  Patios, 

Stonework etc 

TY’R SAIS 

NEWCHUCH, 

KINGTON, 
HEREFORDSHIRE  

HR5 3QW 

Phone: 01544 370708 

MALLU LLOYD    

(LUNDY) 

For your local   

Mini Digger Work (3T)  

  

Fast, Reliable & Tidy 

01497 851609  

   07854 846261 

General Carpentry  & Maintenance 

Also Restoration & Repair Work 
 

No Job too small  Please phone 

Daren on 01544 350 602 or  

Mobile 07929 824 560 

 

TRACEY JONES D.O.   
&  

SIMON GUINANE D.O. 
 

Registered Osteopaths 

01497-847020  

MALTHOUSE event bars 

Aimee Lloyd  (07792 668967) &  Jordan Curran (07817 225487) 

We offer a fully licensed mobile bar service tailored to your needs 

malthousebars@gmail.co.uk    www.malthousebars.co.uk 

BEGWNS NEWS 

Pond Surveying on the Begwns 

The many ponds of the Begwns are an important conservation 

feature of this site. Last year, a small group of us got together 

to look at the ponds with the intention of surveying them 

throughout the year. This year the Freshwater Habitats Trust 

has shown great interest in the ponds and will include them in 

their Flagship Ponds Project. They fit the criteria because 

they support rare pond species and a keen voluntary group 

who are keen to record and monitor. There’ll be money avail-

able to spend on a full freshwater invertebrate survey and 

some management work if we can identify any that needs to 

be done. So finally the ponds seem to be getting the recogni-

tion they deserve! 

Dogs and Sheep 

I recently had a report from the commoners concerning dog 

attacks on sheep. If you are a dog walker please can you en-

sure your dog is under close control and prevent them from 

chasing animals. This doesn’t mean they have to be on a lead, 

but should remain in your sight and not causing disturbance 

to grazing or wild animals. Ben Mullen, Ranger, National 

Trust, 01874 625515, benjamin.mullen@nationaltrust.org.uk  

MACMILLAN COFFEE MORNING 

 Yes! It's nearly that time of year again! This will 

be my 12th year of hosting a coffee morning for this very 
worthy cause. 
 I'm extremely grateful to everyone who has helped 

me and supported them in the past. 
 This year will be even busier, as The Red Dragon 
Endurance event is being held on the same weekend and I 

have been told that there will be lots more people around 
due to it being the national home event. 

 Subsequently I would be most grateful for more 
helpers. If you are able to help at the main coffee morn-
ing on Saturday or can assist with refreshments on the 

Sunday please contact me. I'd be thrilled to hear from 
you! 

 Please call me on 01497 851336 or email me 
janeupperpentre@hotmail.co.uk  

MACMILLAN COFFEE MORNING 

 

Saturday 3rd October 

 

10-12 

 

Painscastle village Hall 

 

Raffle, cakes, produce, plants, Chinese auction,  

bacon rolls and much more! 

All welcome 

mailto:janeupperpentre@hotmail.co.uk
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19/05

/1951 

Korea Roads here are very bad, very stony, big 

guns are blazing away, very noisy. Came 

through Seoul, it is in a mess, little kid-

dies starving on the streets, nowhere to 

live, the place is in ruins and we are 

somewhere below the 38th parallel 

26/05

/1951 

Korea The company quarter master sergeant 

has been cutting the lads' hair today - the 

ones that are not up the line. We caught a 

red this am - starved to death, all they 

live on is rice, no good to fight on. We 

are in a valley, about 4 straw and mud 

huts, 4 adults and the rest about 50 chil-

dren, just dressed in old rags, I gave 

nearly all my rations to them. 

02/06

/1951 

Korea Some of our battalion got hit yesterday, 

but the other side lost more. The sights 

of the poor Koreans, plodding along the 

road, old, young, lame, blind, terrible 

sight. The ants out here are as large as 

beetles and sting us, plus flies. The gun-

fire gives me the jitters, so no sleep to-

night. 

05/06

/1951 

Korea We put our tent on a slope, the rain ran 

straight through it, our blankets were 

floating everywhere. 

14/06

/1951 

Korea Got a load of letters to sort for the lads 

14/06

/1951 

Korea More needles this morning, very hot. I 

was on escort duty for Field Court Mar-

shal. I have now done 14months. 

15/06

/1951 

Korea We are in the valley where all the 

Gloucesters were killed. Terrible state, 

burnt out tanks and trucks. In the dis-

tance about 1000 refugees moving back 

to their so called homes. 

20/06

/1951 

Korea We are now settled just on the Imjin 

river, just above the 38th parallel, there 

is a sign, this is where the war started. 

23/06

/1951 

Korea Very hot here, must have a dip in the 

Imjin river to cool down. Two little Ko-

rean boys outside a truck, we tried to 

feed them but our food doesn’t suit them. 

A bowl of rice and some chopsticks are 

better 

29/06

/1951 

Korea Very hot here, I am writing this on an old 

table outside our so-called cook house, 

opposite is an old grandfather's clock on 

a long pole, we looted it out of a Korean 

mud shack. I haven't had my clothes off 

for 8 weeks. We have a dip in the Imjin 

river, put them back on again and we 

sleep in our clothes. 

30/06

/1951 

Korea I have seen little lads with wounds, just 

left to die. If I can, I will get Willie New-

man to get some nylons in Hong Kong 

on his way home. Very hot here. I hope 

the cease fire happens soon. 

04/07

/1951 

Korea Waiting for the results of the cease fire 

talks. 

07/07

/1951 

Korea Jack Warner is giving a show tonight. 

Weather very hot, my hair is nearly 

white from the sun. I have done 

15months here, just come from a church 

services held in a Korean house built of 

bushes and straw. 

15/07

/1951 

Korea We move in to another position today, 

we are some miles from the Imjin or the 

Han so no washes for a while. Once went 

two weeks with just one wash and shave. 

Contd from May/ Jun ‘Gossip’: Letters home during the Korean War, from Richard East May 1951 to March 1952 

USA concert party entertain the troops 

18/07

/1951 

Korea I keep all letters here tied up with a boot-

lace and kept in a beer box - don't tell 

mother! Four bottles of beer per man per 

week, no use to me. Wish we could 

move on, gets boring in the same paddy 

field. 

20/07

/1951 

Korea Very wet here, our tents are in the mid-

dle of a paddy field. Frogs are driving us 

mad with their croaking, we are at the 

end of happy valley, where the 

Gloucesters lost nearly all the battalion 

last May. 

27/07

/1951 

Korea Rumour has it the reds have 600,000 

ready to go in to action if the talks fail 

again. The paddy fields have dried up, so 

no frogs. Time for a tin opener tea. 

29/07

/1951 

Korea Sun very hot, I see in the papers we are 

going to have a medal and ribbon for 

service in Korea. Take 6 months off our 

service would be more in my line. Sun-

day dinner today, cheese and spam 

08/08

/1951 

Korea Peace talks started again. Rain and 

windy, we have no outside contact. We 

are in a valley, all the bridges have been 

swept away. 

Washing in the Imjin river 
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11/08

/1951 

Korea Our boys had a bit of a scrap, 3 

wounded, 1 killed, he had just 3 weeks to 

do out here. 

Helicopter to evacuate the wounded 

18/08

/1951 

Korea Peace talks are more hopeful now, the 

lads are trying to play cricket with an 

iron bar and a cigarette tin. 

21/08

/1951 

Korea Little progress with the talks at Kaesong. 

It will be 12months since we left Eng-

land, many of our lads are in hospital 

with ring worm. Our regimental band 

arrives tomorrow. They land at Inchon. 

Jets are very busy tonight, must get some 

washing done. One of the old girls from 

the village will do it for a loaf of bread 

etc. They peep round the tents saying 

"Washy, Washy for Chup Chup". (Wash 

for food) they are in a bad state . 

04/09

/1951 

Korea Frogs Noisy - Very cold, felt like putting 

a grenade amongst them, on guard for 4 

nights 

08/09

/1951 

Korea Peace talks broken down again, very 

warm in the day bitterly cold at night. 

10/09

/1951 

Korea Weather very bad the Imjin rose, took all 

the bridges, we have been having our 

rations dropped by air. We have old 

gramophone on go, a Korean is outside, 

amazed at it to listen to. We have a little 

Korean house boy who does our cleaning 

etc. in the cookhouse. 

12/09

/1951 

Hong 

Kong 

There is a film on in the cook house, we 

have to take our rifles with us, sleep in 

our clothes and keep our rifles handy. 

We live in trenches for three months, 

almost on the banks of the Imjin River. I 

am trying to fit Chico with some winter 

clothes if I can, he takes size 4 in boots, 

but at the moment sails about in size 8. 

With Chico 

19/09

/1951 

Korea I pinched a loaf of bread this morning 

and some cheese, so I will have supper 

tonight for a change. 

22/09

/1951 

Korea Frosty mornings, very warm in the day, 

Chico has got water boiling for a shave. I 

asked him yesterday to make Chup Chup 

for the CQMS. He only boiled a dozen 

eggs out of our rations. 

07/10

/1951 

Korea Peace talks have had it again, we shall be 

moving forward a lot now. It is so cold 

near the river, I have a bad cold, planes 

are buzzing overhead, we have some 

prisoner lads only 14 years old - such is 

communism. Chico gets up at first light 

to brew our tea. 

09/10

/1951 

Korea On guard last night, weather better, sun 

is shining on the snow. 

16/10

/1951 

Korea Yesterday I went down to the river for a 

wash. To get it I had to go through long 

grass, felt something going over my foot, 

a snake about 2ft long. We have lost a 

few lads, but the Kings Own Scottish 

Borders lost more. Such is war, young 

lads being wounded, killed etc. Just for 

greed and power. 

No-one wants to fall 

in there! 

20/10

/1951 

Korea We are digging in very deep. We are in 

our winter position, it is very cold in a 

tent, we have all drawn our winter 

clothes from the store. 

24/10

/1951 

Korea Cold Weather, we have a lovely fire go-

ing, made from old ammunition boxes 

31/10

/1951 

Korea Little progress with the peace talks, 

weather cold and dull. 

11/11

/1951 

Korea Went up the road in the truck, little 

chinks started shelling us where we 

stopped. So got from there in a hurry. 

The peace talks are making some pro-

gress 

14/11

/1951 

Korea Peace talks still going on, not much pro-

gress, I have been out here nearly 

20months. 

21/11

/1951 

Korea The company was in action, we lost a lot 

of kit. We are now moving to a rest place 

for a few days, and we have lost most of 

our company - such is the outcome of 

war. 
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13/02

/1952 

Pusan Travelled by train from Seoul, went to 

the united nations cemetery, to see our 

lads’ graves. Kept very tidy. 

20/02

/1952 

Em-

pire 

Fowey 

HMT 

On our way home, left Pusan on the 

15th, then Sasibo, then Hong Kong to 

spend some cash. Lost my hat over 

board, food on board very good, but of 

course some of our lads won't ever be 

coming home again. 

05/03

/1952 

Em-

pire 

Fowey 

HMT 

We dock at Aden tomorrow, no shore 

leave. We had a few hours ashore in Co-

lombo with one ambition to have a good 

feed – I did, we got filled up with coco-

nut and pineapple. I bought 200 cigs for 

Jim. Should be home 20th – 22nd March. 

 Clos-

ing 

Note 

Home at last. Went to Shrewsbury for a 

few days to be de-mobbed, hand in our 

uniform and kit. We have to do two 

weeks training every year for three years 

in the Territorials. When home, we just 

had to adjust to civilian life again, no 

counselling for post traumatic stress 

disorder as the forces get today. Nice to 

be home to pick up the threads of work 

and civilian life, but wouldn't have 

missed the army for anything. I was able 

to see sights courtesy of the army 

abroad. Some not always pleasant, but 

on the whole an enjoyable experience. 

We would not manage without the many 

letters from family and friends. 

Water truck hit 

by a shell 

09/12

/1951 

Korea We had a show here today, Larry Adler 

and his harmonica. The cold weather has 

arrived, egg and beans for supper - out of 

20 beans 19 were black. 

16/12

/1951 

Korea Bitterly cold and windy, I think we sail 

February 6th, Chico has started his 

pranks again. Throwing matches about. 

27/12

/1951 

Korea Dinner Ok, Tea ok, Bread, Cheese & 

cake, Boxing day, snowing all day on 

guard at night, today is supposed to be a 

cease fire. But the guns still blazing 

away, on guard 3am - 6:30am, very cold 

inside our tent, white with frost. Chico 

has a balaclava on bigger than himself, 

he was rolling about in the snow and 

then wondered why he was wet. 

04/01

/1952 

Korea Cold here, they are blasting the ice on 

the Imjin river. New years eve spent on 

guard. The divisions guns went off at 

midnight, what a din. 

20/01

/1952 

Korea We hope to leave here 9th February, 

catch the ship on 12th February and 

landing in England 12th March. 

25/01

/1952 

Korea fingers are swollen with the cold, bliz-

zards of snow everywhere. Soon be out 

of it and then home. Chico is not happy 

because I am going home. 

02/02

/1952 

 We shall be on our way home on the 

12th of the month on the Empire Fowey. 

Ray Evans has been badly wounded, he 

is on the seriously injured list, weather 

here is bitterly cold, shall be glad to get 

home, should arrive about the 16th 

March. 

Ray Evans (Shropshire), REast, Willie (Herefordshire) 

Our thanks to the East family for this fascinating insight into 

the Korean ‘Forgotten War’ 1950—1953.  

Outside the cookhouse 
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RHOSGOCH SUNDAY SCHOOL 

  

FREE ADS 

For Sale  

Ten Foot Trampoline, excellent condition. Get Bouncing 

for £45. Tel. 01497 851 296. Moorhays, Rhosgoch. 

CONGRATULATIONS 

 Early arrival Callum Jacob Price born on 10th June 

2015 (6 weeks early)  to Hannah & Ollie Price, Rhosgoch, a 

little brother for Nia who was 2 on 11th June. 

 Other early arrivals: Best wishes to Joanne & Will 

Jones on the birth of twin boys on 17th June 2015, Zac Tho-

mas and Tyler Rhys, little brothers for Ryan (4) and Fred (2) 

another two grandsons for Margaret Evans, Erwood. 

 The first grandchild for Celia & Richard Price, 

Trewyrlod, congratulations to Sarah & Chris Bound on the 

birth of a baby boy on 13th July, Samuel. 

LUNCH CLUB 

REMINDER:  The 19th August meeting will be at the Basker-

ville Hall Hotel - same time as usual.   

For the September meeting, we will be back 'home' at the 

Rhosgoch Golf Club. Following lunch club dates: September 

16th and October 21st.   

ITALIAN EVENING  

on  

 

Friday 4th September  

At 

 

 Ty Maesawyr, Rhosgoch 

 

Tickets £10 including supper and a glass of 
wine 

 Tickets from Evelyn Bally 01497 851719 or 
Gwyneth Gore 01497 851264 

 In aid of St Michael’s Church, Bryngwyn 

Pictures from 

Rhosgoch 

Chapel   

Anniversary 

7th June 

when the 

Sunday 

School  

provided the 

items. 

Thanks to 

Kath Jackson 

who supplied 

the pictures 

NEW MUMS & TOTS GROUP 

A new Bible fun group for local mums and their children 

up to 6 yrs every Wed at Waterloo Cottage, Llandeilo Gra-

ban. It will be 4. 30 to 5. 15 and involve doing/playing the 

story, craft, maybe a song and creative way of praying that 

would engage the little ones.  

For more information please contact Penny Williams, 

openelopejane@yahoo.com, or mob 07748680678  

Painscastle and District Fete and Sports 
Sunday 30th August 2015 

2.30pm 

 
2.30pm Fancy Dress parade through the village, followed by judging of the fancy 

dress competition 

2.30pm Sheep judging starts -  classes include: Pair non-mule ewe lambs, Pair mule 

ewe lambs; Continental fat lamb pair; Native fat lamb pair; Champion and Best Ram 

3.00pm Children’s races start followed by egg throwing competition 

4.00pm Novelty Dog Show and ‘It’s a Knockout’ 

5.30pm Evening BBQ 

6.00pm Entertainment from Rhosgoch YFC 

7.00pm Evening Entertainment begins 

New this year: Best scarecrow competition! Open to all ages, bring your homemade 

scarecrows along to be judged and win great prizes! 

Also: Bouncy castle, table tennis, skittles, produce stalls, ice creams, refreshments 

and evening bar. 

mailto:openelopejane@yahoo.com
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We have been busy making our new display for the board in the village hall including hay bales, a tractor, horses and 
flowers to make our local summer scene. 

Don’t forget Toddlers meet during 

holiday time as well as term time. 

Tuesday mornings:  

Painscastle Village Hall:  

9.30 am —11.30 am. 

 
 

SUMMER TIMETABLE 
 

04/08 Outdoor play with water 

11/08 messy week with jelly, spa-

ghetti, shaving foam and baked beans 

then bubble play and hose pipe fun to 

clean up! 

18/08 sports day egg and spoon, sack 

race, skipping race etc. 

25/08 soft play and baking, sweet 

pizzas 

01/09 puppets 

TODDLER NEWS 
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JOSH DAVIES       

Monumental Mason 

New memorials                  Additional inscriptions    

Renovations and cleaning             Skilful craftsmanship  

     Free brochure and price list Commemorative plaques 

Mobile: 07500 938149           Tel: 01497-847410  

Hengardd, Pontithel, Three Cocks, Brecon 

Terry & Nicky Smith Terry & Nicky Smith 01497 831040 / 07870 212358 01497 831040 / 07870 212358 

email: terry@smithyew.fsnet.co.ukemail: terry@smithyew.fsnet.co.uk 

Whitney Garden MachineryWhitney Garden Machinery  
Your Local Independent Mobile Machinery Specialist 

Our Mobile Mechanics bring their skills to you 

On-site Servicing & Repairs to  

Lawnmowers, Strimmers, Ride-on Mowers,  

Hedgetrimmers, Brushcutters, Chainsaws & Blow-Vacs 

Chain & Tool Sharpening Service 

Sales of New Garden Machinery from a  

wide choice of Quality Brands with full  

Parts & Warranty Back-up 

Sales of Reconditioned & Ex-Demo Machines 

COMMUNITY COUNCIL NEWS 
 

Chairman, Mr Richard Ball, 2 Hermon Villa 

Vice-chairman, Philip Lewis, Llandeviron 

Robert Tyler, Lower Pentrecaeau 

Monty Graham, 2 Castle Meadow 

Treena Davies, Lettypiad 

Deri Jones, Portway 

David Nicholls, Castlefield Close 

Mrs Jenny Smith, Penrhiw 
 

Meetings are held on the 3rd Monday of the month. 

Agendas and minutes for meetings are posted on the notice 

boards in Painscastle, Rhosgoch and Llandeilo Graban. 

Clerk: Richard Price, Trewyrlod 01497-851244 

 

Agendas and approved minutes are on the  Painscastle-

Rhosgoch website: www.painscastle-rhosgoch.co.uk 

RECYCLING—KERBSIDE COLLECTION 

 At the end of the financial year 2014/15 Powys 

achieved the statutory recycling 52% which we are de-

lighted about and we have thanked residents and traders 

using the recycling services for their efforts to date and 

asked them to continue with their efforts. 

  However, the council needs to achieve a recycling 

rate of 58% in 2015/16 to meet the next statutory target and 

will need to improve its recycling rate further as there is still 

too much rubbish going to landfill.  This is a very expensive 

option for council tax payers which can be avoided if Powys 

residents make an effort to reduce, reuse and recycle their 

rubbish wherever possible. 

 We have also been reviewing the materials that we 

collect to ensure that we recover as high a quality recyclate 

as possible. The higher quality the material we collect the 

more income we will generate and lower costs will be in-

curred during its recovery. One of the materials that causes 

great difficulties is plastic film.  It is extremely difficult to 

find a market for this, and it also adds additional cost to the 

sorting process, for very little benefit.   

  Therefore, from the 1st of June the council will no 

longer collect plastic film - stretchy plastic items such as 

carrier bags, magazine wrappers and bags and bubble wrap -  

at the kerbside or at recycling centres.  Clean plastic bottles 

and tops, pots, tubs and food trays, food and drink cans, 

aluminium foil, metal bottle tops and jar lids and aerosol 

cans can still be recycled in your red plastic and cans box. 

 Most other Welsh local authorities do not collect 

plastic film because of the problems with its recovery.  Plas-

tic bags can be reused, used to line your rubbish bins at 

home, can be recycled at most supermarkets or placed in 

your wheeled bin. 

 Powys County Council has also recently been recog-

nised as one of the top performing Welsh councils in an 

independent report into the Recycling Carbon Index for the 

UK for 2013/14. The report shows that the CO2 emissions 

savings from Powys County Council’s waste and recycling 

services have increased by 2% since 2012/13 from a figure 

of 102 to 104 in 2013/14.   

PAINSCASTLE FETE & SPORTS 

 Preparations are underway for this year's Annual Fete 

and Sports to be held on Sunday 30th August from 2.30pm.  

This year will see the return of old favourites such as the 

Children's Fancy Dress Competition - classes Ages 3 and 

under, 6 and under, 12 and under, Open and Best Pair. The 

show opens with the fancy dress parade led by the Queen 

[Anna Davies, The Lane] and her attendant [Eve Jackson, 

Rhosgoch],  followed by Sports, Egg Throwing, Dog Show, 

Sheep Classes, It's a Knockout and Bouncy Castle.  

 Like last year, the Toddlers Group will be providing 

activities for the younger attendees to enjoy. 

 Afternoon teas and ice creams will be served on the 

Fete Field (weather permitting!) and there will be an evening 

Barbecue and entertainment in the Hall later in the after-

noon.  

This year we are also hoping to run a Dog Agility Course 

and will be having a best scarecrow competition. Make your 

scarecrows ready for the fete and bring them along to be 

judged and win some great prizes. 

 The Fete is always a fun afternoon and a chance for 

all the community to get together so please come along if 

you can. Plans have yet to be finalised (!) so please keep an 

eye on the community Facebook Page and for posters. Sug-

gestions are always welcome, please just get in touch with 

meg_171@yahoo.co.uk if you have any ideas or can help on 

the day.  

LATEST NEWS: Evening entertainment will include a com-

petition for teams of three to shear a sheep, eat a dry cracker 

and down a pint (one person to do each task). The team that 

can complete these tasks in the fastest time will win a cash 

prize! Each team must include at least one woman! 

PAINSCASTLE RECYCLING 

 

 Don’t forget the local recycling station at Painscas-

tle Hall for your paper, glass, tins and plastics. All the 

money from this project goes to the local hall association, 

for the benefit of local people. 

mailto:meg_171@yahoo.co.uk
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BIG CELEBRATIONS FOR THE W.I. CENTENARY 

   Sylvia Illingsworth and I were both lucky enough to be 

given invitations to the WI Royal Garden Party. It was a 

wonderful occasion. What shall we wear? The dress code 

was day dress or uniform. It would mean a lot of walking 

on gravel and hard pavements we were told, so smart but 

comfortable shoes were essential and of course a hat, being 

the WI. The weather was cool, wet and windy when the 

Radnor Federation coach stopped at Erwood Bridge to pick 

us up but by the time we got to London it was warm and 

sunny. 

   Our coach parked at the end of a long line of coaches on 

the Mall. Some had made a very early start from places like 

St. Ives in Cornwall, Northumberland and the Lake Dis-

trict. Hordes of women wearing posh frocks and holding on 

to their hats in the strong wind strode up to the palace gates 

clutching their invitations and ID documents in their hands. 

   The crowds were so big that I lost Sylvia and the only 

person from our coach still with me was Yvonne Hood 

from Clyro WI. We were greeted by the National  BOT as 

we passed through the Grand Entance Hall and down the 

terrace steps into the garden. There were two Military 

bands playing in the garden and we managed to secure 

chairs near one of them. At 3:15pm I was allowed in the 

Diplomatic Tea tent, (being a member of Radnor Fed. 

BOT) to partake of a delicious plate of tiny sandwiches and 

dainty cakes. From this vantage point next to the Royal Tea 

tent we were able to watch the Royal Party go in for their 

tea. Camilla, the Duchess of Cornwall, Sophie, the Count-

ess of Wessex and Princess Alexandra were there. Sophie 

smiled at everybody. She looked particularly enchanting in 

a full skirted dress and bolero style jacket. 

   We were told we had to get back to our coach before the 

National Anthems were played at the end of the afternoon. 

Yvonne and I retrieved our cases from the coach and set 

off for the nearest tube station. We were staying with a 

friend of mine in Chiswick as we were both attending the 

Annual Meeting two days later. Sylvia was returning home 

on the coach. 

   It had been a memorable day. I have been recounting the 

experiences to  friends and family ever since. 

   Next came the Annual Meeting. Our Federation stayed in 

a hotel off Kensington High St about a 20 min. walk from 

the Albert Hall. The hotel was packed with WI ladies from 

many counties, so you can imagine the noise as we all 

queued for breakfast. 

   The Albert Hall buzzed with excitement as 5,000 repre-

sentatives and delegates arrived by coach, train and tube to 

join the meeting. In attendance were H.M. the Queen, 

President of Sandringham WI, HRH the Princess Royal 

BE SAFE 
   LIVESTOCK TRAILERS / FLAT TRAILERS 

     Maintenance, servicing and repairs 

     From a safety check to a full overhaul 

   Lights  Bulbs or renew with LED 

   Brakes Most Axle sets in stock and ready to fit 

   Body Aluminium welding 

   Hitch Over run equipment supplied 

Work carried out at our Eardisley Workshop 

Please contact us on: 01544 327177 or  

 mervynthomas@btconnect.com 

EARDISLEY TRAINING CENTRE 

   DRIVER CPC TRAINING 

     1. Driver Essentials & Walk Round Checks 

     2. Safe Loading & Health and Safety 

     3. Road Hazards 

     4. Safe Driver Part 1 

     5. Safe Driver Part 2 

   LGV TRAINING 
     C - Rigid Vehicle 

     C + E - Artic / Rigid & Trailer 

     B + E - Car / Landrover & Trailer 

   FORKLIFT TRAINING 

     Counter balance 

     Moffet Mounty 
All training by RTITB Registered Qualified Instructors 

and HRH the Countess of Wessex. The Queen was invited to 

cut the Centenary fruit cake which she obviously enjoyed doing. 

There had been a competition to find the best recipe. 

   There were live links to the meeting across  the country for 

members not able to go to the Albert Hall and Radnorshire 

members met  at the Pavilion to watch the proceedings. 

The WI baton finished its 18 month journey as it was handed to 

the Queen by a member of  U.K.’s first ever WI (Llanfair 

P.G.Anglesey ) The baton was passed round Radnorshire in 

August last year. 

   The Queen opened the meeting and praised the WI for being 

open, forward thinking and relevant. We heard 3 excellent 

speakers. Lucy Worsley brought history alive talking about the 

small beginnings of the WI in a shed in Wales with big ambi-

tions. She had done a very thorough research of WI history. 

Next we heard Helena Morrissey, a mother of nine and an in-

vestment manager who campaigns to get more women into the 

boardroom and gender equality in the workplace. She was an 

inspiring speaker. Paralympic gold medallist Baroness Tanni 

Grey-Thompson was our last speaker. She said that skills she 

developed as an athlete served her well in her new career as a 

peer in the House of Lords. She said her fellow peers may not 

like what you say but they did listen. Another entertaining and 

inspiring speaker. During the lunch break I followed tradition 

and took my M 

and S sand-

wiches to the 

Albert Memo-

rial, joining the 

c r o w d s  o f 

women surging 

across the road 

into Hyde Park 

and stopping the 

London traffic. 

In the sunshine 

we listened to  

“Brassy Tarts”, 

from the Tea and Tarts WI from Yorkshire as they played the 

WI anthem, Jerusalem on their brass instruments. We all joined 

in, much to the bemusement of passersby. It had been another 

wonderful day. 

   The actual anniversary is on September 16th when there will 

be further celebrations. Radnor Federation members are cele-

brating with a special lunch with a speaker at the Metropole 

hotel. 

   We have lots of fun and friendship in the Bryngwyn WI Come 

along ladies, why not join us or just come as a visitor. Our 

meetings are on the first Tuesday of every month at 7:00pm. in 

Rhosgoch Chapel. Find out about us. 



12 

 

 

 

 
 

From April 1st: 

Summer opening hours:-  Open 7 days a week 

Food served 12 -  2.30 and 6 -  9 pm with the exception of 

Sundays:- 12.30 -  3.30 and 6 -  8 pm 
 

Bar open 11am until close 

The Roast Ox Inn 

B & B available 

Tel: 01497-851398 

Email: theroastox@yahoo.co.uk 

HOME COOKED SUNDAY LUNCH  

£8.95         Booking essential 

FARM FOCUS 

 The late spring and summer weather has been a bit 

of a mixed bag this year and, whilst it may seem as 

though a lot of rain has fallen, the ground is generally 

fairly dry. Colder weather of late has seen a slowing of 

grass growth in places so we were very pleased to have 

got all of our harvest (hay and silage) during the spell of 

good weather we had during early July.  With shearing 

also having been completed, we were ready for the joys 

of summer in Mid Wales! 

 We have just spent four full days at the Royal 

Welsh Agricultural Show, the largest agricultural show in 

Europe, and what a wonderful spectacle it was. We are so 

fortunate to live so close to the show’s permanent site at 

Llanwelwedd, I do think we sometimes take it for 

granted. This year we did not have any stock at the show 

as the commercial fat lamb classes in which we used to 

exhibit have ceased and we sadly missed the entry dead-

line for the carcass classes (being pre-occupied with 

lambing at the time of course). We saw a wide represen-

tation of our rural way of life.  Huw had a chance to 

speak with the Deputy Minister of Agriculture, Rebecca 

Evans AM, at a reception, and Clare was at an event with 

Andrew Slade, Director of Agriculture at the Welsh As-

sembly, but it would seem that the reformed Common 

Agricultural Policy (CAP)  system for farmers in Wales 

remains uncertain. Coupled with very low lamb prices, a 

strengthening pound and the continuing crisis in Southern 

Europe, the road ahead for farming looks challenging for 

a good while to come. It’s a good job that we love what 

we do! 

 For those who don’t know, Glanyrafon, meaning 

‘Riverside’ in Wales, is located just outside of Painscas-

tle, not far from the Bachowey brook, hence the deriva-

tion of its name. The land we farm ranges from around 

800ft above sea level at the farmstead rising to around 

1200ft on our hill ground.  The next few weeks will see 

us re-seeding land where we’ve harvested with a new 

herbal mix based ley. This has involved burning off the 

grass and then leaving it for a week or so before slot-

seeding in the herbal mix. Hopefully this slot-seeding 

will save us some time over ploughing and cultivating. 

Watch this space. 

 Our workforce has increased since last year with 

two new pups starting to learn the ropes. The most prom-

ising is Duke, a New Zealand Huntaway, who is growing 

like a mushroom. At eight months he is just about stand-

ing at Huw’s waist. He has shredded three collars already 

and consequently is now sporting a rather urban style 

heavy Goldie Lookin’ Chain necklace, I mean collar. Our 

other pup is a blue merle collie bitch who is slightly 

smaller and slower than the Huntaway. She is called 

‘Roy’ after her breeder, the legend that is Mr Roy Price. 

PAUL MEREDITH 
 

ELECTRICIAN  AND  

DOMESTIC  APPLIANCE REPAIRS 

Rhos Mawr, Glasbury On Wye, Hereford HR3 5ND         

Tel: 01497 847943 / 847308 

PILATES - EMMA 

No classes for the month of August starts again from Sept 1st 
Monday 9.30am - Hay Parish Hall 

Tuesday 9.30am -  Eardisley Hall 

Tuesday 6.15pm - Booth’s Brook St Studio, Hay 

Wednesday 9.30am - Painscastle Hall 

Wednesday 6.15pm - Clifford Community Centre 

Friday 9.30am - Hay Parish Hall 

For full class timetable please visit: www.pilatesemma.co.uk 
07702 241725 or emma@pilatesemma.co.uk 

www.pilatesemma.co.uk 

MOBILE LIBRARY DATES 
 Aug 18th, Sept 15th, Oct 20th, Nov 17th, Dec 15th. 

Rebecca Lewis Jewellery  
 Fu l l  c ol l e c t i on  o f  ha nd -ma de 

s i l ver  a nd  g old  j ew el l e r y  

 Enga gem en t  r i ngs  &  w edd ing  

ba nds  

 C ommis s ions  und er t a k en  

 R epa i r s  &  r ing  r e - s i z ing  

 Pea r l  &  b ea d  r e - s t r i ng ing  

C a l l  t o  ma ke a n  a pp oin tm en t… 07968040309 

www.rebecca-lewis.co.uk 

 Having sold our cattle last year due to concerns 

regarding tuberculosis and the continual labour and for-

age demands of our bovine friends, we now concentrate 

on producing prime finished lambs for the fatstock mar-

ket and on producing tups (rams) for onward sale at the 

Autumn breeding sales. Our home bred texel x and beltex 

x tups are growing well and we are currently sorting 

them out for the forthcoming National Sheep Association 

Ram Sale on 21 September at the Royal Welsh Show-

ground, Builth Wells. So remember, if any of you want a 

good tup, you know where to come … the HRJ Flock at 

Glanyrafon!                    Huw & Clare Jones, Glanyrafon 

Some of  the rams at Glanyrafon 
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MIKEY’S DIARY 

 Since last time I wrote to you, I 

have had a few problems. Kate took me 

to the vet one Saturday because I was 

feeling very poorly, but she didn’t know exactly what was 

wrong, and told Mo to take me  back on the Monday so that I 

could have an x-ray. However, when I arrived on the Monday 

the vet decided that the problem was a twist in a very private 

area and so I would have to have an operation. There were 

suggestions that I would not be a boy any more! However, it 

was so painful I didn’t worry what they meant at the time, and 

I must say I am feeling a lot better. Although when Mo picked 

me up from the Vet they put one of those dreaded lampshades 

on my head! I did find that lampshade quite a nuisance, it was 

not easy to judge the width of doors as people do not always 

leave them wide open, and getting up steps was difficult as it 

often collided with the step so I came to an abrupt stop. When 

I was outside on the yard, reading all my messages, I often 

found that I had collected a scoop of sand from the heap for 

the building in my ‘hat’, while catching a ball or a Frisbee  

was almost impossible! It wasn’t easy to get through gates, but 

I did manage to go down to the village once or twice, so that I 

could keep an eye on the locals. So I was very glad when they 

took it off me and I could return to normal. 

 I had my medication changed and that has brought on 

my sore feet again, but hopefully I am back on the steroids and 

will soon be walking on all fours! Even though I was not a 

hundred per cent, I did manage to go down to the village to 

see my friends, especially Roxy who is a black and beautiful. 

One day I went down to see if she was around, went in 

through the special door for little people that they have, but I 

was surprised to see Roy and Avryl sitting there. What were 

they doing in Roxy’s house? Then they explained that they 

had swapped with James and Meg, so Roxy now lives at Pen-

dre and not at Claremont. I think Roxy is quite happy, how-

ever there doesn’t appear to be a Mikey-flap for me to use 

when the door is closed! 

 You probably know that Mo parked my car on a hedge 

back in January and since then we have had to borrow any-

one’s she can get, sometimes it was Geraint’s, sometimes Mat-

thew’s, sometimes TD’s, sometimes the big black truck or, if 

desperate, the white one. At last we have got another car, it is 

a Fiesta, a bit like TD’s, it is red, although Ken calls it pink. I 

am quite pleased as I think we need our own car to go for 

walks etc. So if you see us don’t forget to wave. 

 I think I told you about Mo and Ken’s grand-daughters 

last time; they often come to see us. Erin has been covered in 

spots, and Mo said she had chicken-pox. She must have 

caught it from their chickens at Bleddfa, because our chickens 

haven’t got any spots, they are black. I suppose the cockerel is 

speckled, but there doesn’t seem much wrong with him, ex-

cept he wakes up very early in the morning and tries to wake 

everyone else up as well. I rather like a little lie in now and 

again, but he is shouting at 4am; as if that is the time for 

breakfast! 

 I have had an email from a neighbour which I am sure 

you will enjoy, so I have included it in the next column. See 

you next time.     Mikey    

Richard. M. Drew  

Rosemoor Felinfach Brecon, 

LD3 0UE 

 

 Brick and Blockwork , Home  

Improvements, Plumbing,  

Kitchen and bathroom fitting, 

Tiling, Plastering 
 

 For free estimates contact: 

TEL: 07792912434  EMAIL:  

richarddrew_28@hotmail.com 

Handmade By Kath Jackson 

All cards can be personalised to make  

A truly unique gift 
Wedding Stationery, Birthdays, New Home, Christening 

Cards and Invitations, Baby Welcome Cards... 

LES BOWEN 
Upper Llanshiver Farm,  

Whitney-on-Wye 

Hereford. HR3 6HN 
 

For all your fencing and 

hedging  

requirements -  

Please contact Les on 

01497 851254 
 

Also firewood usually 

available - can deliver 

Dear Mikey,  

 I was hoping to come and see you one evening after 

we dogs had taken our humans for a walk up on your hill, 

but after the lovely long walk the humans went to the pub 

instead - and left us in the car! What is the attraction of that 

place? And why didn't you see us Mikey? Although we've 

never managed to open the car doors - from either side - you 

might know how?   Celt and I sometimes overhear our hu-

mans reading out your column in the Gossip - you seem to 

have as much trouble with your humans as we do from time 

to time! (Although we don't have any very small humans to 

deal with.) 

 For example; has Mo been going off all the time to 

some local festival? Our walks have been shorter than usual 

on several days recently, although now we seem to be back 

to normal with the normal quota of humans about every day. 

We've even gained a human to walk lately as Oliver has 

returned for one of his visits. Except that is, that our trans-

port vehicle to our hill walks has mysteriously disappeared. 

(Being a terrier, you might be happy with the back of a 

Panda, but for collies it's a bit of an uncomfortable come-

down I can tell you!) I overheard some talk of a 'write-off' 

and of 'b..... white van drivers on our roads' and Celt and I 

can only assume that our vehicle was attacked by another 

vehicle on the way home one evening. We have heard of 

vehicles attacking one another AND dogs and I can tell you, 

we both keep a wary eye on strange vehicles which occa-

sionally come to visit the farm. An attack could happen at 

any time - when you least expect it. (Celt always tries to bite 

their wheels to make them know who's boss, but I think 

that's a waste of time...and they can bite back if you're not 

quick). And kidnap too! Mikey - you must be careful - my 

humans have been warned that humans kidnap sheep dogs to 

sell them into slavery or something! Our humans assured us 

that no-one would take US - not sure I know why - probably 

they wouldn't want Celt because he seems to be permanently 

covered in green s..t and, quite frankly, it's a bit hard to 

share a kennel with him some nights  

 Ah well, if we get another vehicle, maybe we'll catch 

up with you on the hills...or the pub? 

Joe, Llanshiver 

www.welshfruitstocks.co.uk 

01497851209  
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NIGHTFALL DISCO & KARAOKE 

Music from 50s to present 

Wedding, birthday party or any function that requires music.  

If you require party food, catering service also available 
 

DAVID PRICE 01497 851243 

 

C. C. JAMES   

Funeral Director  
Hengardd, Pontithel, Three Cocks, Brecon  

 

Complete Funeral Service   

Pre-paid Funeral Plans 

Tel: 01497-847410  Mob: 07831 346430 

Bryngwyn WI 2015 Programme 

 

Aug 4th  A Visit to Brobury Gardens 

Sep 1st    Graham Bailey  Brecon Mountain Rescue 

Oct 6th    Jim Saunders   Hay-on-Wye 

Nov 3rd    AGM 

Dec 1st     Jeanette Cruse  Yule Log Decoration 

 

Meetings are held in Rhosgoch Chapel at 7.00pm.  Visitors 

and new members are always welcome.  Please contact 

Mollie Moore (851296) or Tracey Martin (851711) for more 

details. 

THE SIGNIFICANCE OF OTTER POO 

 One of the advantages of being happily retired is that 

you can spend much of your time engaged in stuff that is 

important and interesting, but for which busy, working peo-

ple have little time. Since giving up work for good nearly 

six years ago and moving to Painscastle, Wendy and I have 

tended to spend much of our time on a variety of ecological 

activities that have generally been lots of fun, except when 

the weather has been really bad, and that have benefitted 

science in one way or another. As well as looking after 

wildlife reserves and monitoring red kite nests, one of our 

current ambitions is to obtain our dormouse licences from 

the Welsh Government so that we can keep an eye on some 

nest boxes. However, that may still be some time off, so 

more of that another day. 

 Some months ago I was invited to attend a one day 

seminar at Llysdinam Field Centre near Newbridge on 

Wye, where some rather knowledgeable and engaging aca-

demics and students told me all about the Cardiff University  

Otter Project and eventually persuaded me to sign up as a 

volunteer and to help them collect otter poo (properly 

termed spraint) from a number of local rivers. This rather 

upset Wendy, who thinks I spend more than enough time 

already on various projects, but as a keen fisherman who 

already knows quite a lot about our rivers I reckoned this 

was a no-brainer and could easily be incorporated into my 

fishing trips – if only I had the time to go fishing. 

 So why are they after otter spraint? Otters are sup-

posed to be doing quite well, aren’t they? Well, it appears 

that there is some evidence that the otter’s diet has changed 

significantly over the last 30 to 40 years. Although otter 

surveys have been conducted every seven years since the 

1970s, spraint was not routinely collected and the surveys 

were largely geared towards identifying numbers and the 

range of the animals rather than analysing their favourite 

foods. However, it has now been ascertained that some sur-

veyors in Wales did keep spraint from the 1980s and 1990s 

and this has now been passed to the Cardiff University Pro-

ject. The archived spraint derives from several catchments, 

Wye, Usk, Severn, Cleddau, Teifi and Tywi and so scien-

tists from the Project now want to compare these samples 

with fresh ones from the same locations. For example, it is 

believed that eels have suffered a massive reduction in 

numbers over the last sixty years, possibly as much as 80 

per cent, and that these migratory fish were once a main 

component of the otter’s diet. The reduction in salmonid 

populations (salmon and trout) will also have  a consider-

able impact on otters and it is likely that these animals will 

now be supplementing their food with bullhead, minnows 

and cyprinid (carp) species, as well as just about everything 

else that you might find in water, including frogs, some 

smaller mammals and even birds. 

 However, any change in diet is also likely to impact 

on the overall physical condition of the otter as well as on 

the numbers of other species, such as our native crayfish. It 

may also put pressure on commercial fish stocks and result 

in conflict between financial and wildlife interests. How-

ever, until the extent of any change in diet is fully under-

stood we shall not be able to plan properly for the future or 

address these potential conflicts. 

 So that is what I was doing for a few lovely, sunny 

days this May, searching likely spots at ten different sites 

on the Hindwell, Arrow and Bachawy, where spraint was 

originally collected 35 and 25 years ago. When you finally 

get your eye in it is not that difficult finding otter poo, as it 

GARDENING CLUB 

All meetings at Rhosgoch Golf Club at 7.30pm 

Aug 12th Flower & Vegetable Show: Judges Mr & Mrs 

  J Bufton. No entries after 6pm. 

Sept 9th Visit to Tanzania David Shaw 

Oct 7th Open General Knowledge Quiz 

Nov 18th A talk by photographer Colin Lawrence 

Dec 2nd AGM 

Monthly meetings (Wednesdays) at Rhosgoch Golf Club. 

For further details contact Edwina 01497-851284 or Pat 

Harley 01497-851632                      

is used very much as part of this animal’s social activity, for 

marking its territory and attracting mates. They will usually 

leave it somewhere where it can be found or seen or 

smelled by other otters. I was told that it had a very distinc-

tive smell, “ranging from freshly mown hay to putrefied 

fish”. It certainly was distinctive, but not unpleasant, unlike 

mink scat, which is really horrible.  

 I did not actually see any otters while I was looking 

for their spraint, but I am very fortunate to have seen them 

before whilst fishing. I know they eat the trout that I would 

rather catch, but all the same I am very happy to see the 

otters in our rivers. Therefore I am really pleased that I 

found traces of their spraint at all of my allocated sites. 

Now you also know that otters are living and hunting and 

eating and pooing almost under our noses. 

 The spraint that I collected will go to the experts at 

Cardiff University, who assure me that it will be cleaned in 

washing powder and then looked at under the microscope to 

see what the tiny fragments of bone originally came from. 

I’ll keep you posted. 

Dainis Ozols 

Painscastle 
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Kay Davies BHSAI   
REGISTERED FREELANCE  

RIDING INSTRUCTOR  

One-to-one riding or horse-care tuition,   

in your own  environment,  

teaching all ages and abilities.  

Covering Hereford/Powys area  

07789518869   
 klouisedavies@yahoo.co.uk 

RHOSGOCH RANGERS FOOTBALL 
 Well the summer break is over again. Pre-season 

has begun at Crow Lane and so far it’s been difficult. 

With injuries to key players still hanging on from last 

season, combined with the retirement of club legend 

Geraint Lloyd and the unavailability of a few of last 

year’s squad, we are in desperate need of new blood. With 

Spar 1 shaping up to be stronger than ever it is vital that 

we add to the squad; however, anyone who has ever had 

anything to do with Rhos will know this is always diffi-

cult. We have a few friendlies lined up before the league, 

starting with a trip to one of the title favourites, Knighton, 

on the 14th August. Hopefully we can find these new faces 

to keep this great club going.  

Liam Jones 

 

 

 

Herdman Coaches 

 
“The Hom”, Clyro 

Hereford. HR3 5JL 
 

 

Tel: 01497 847100   

Or  

851616 (evenings) 

Sunday, 20th September: Trinity 16 /Pentecost 17 

9.30am:   Holy Eucharist:                     Llandeilo Graban 

11.00am:  Morning Praise:                   Gwenddwr 

3.00pm:  Holy Eucharist:                      Llandewi Fach 

Thursday, 24th September 

7.00pm: HARVEST FESTIVAL: Llandeilo Graban 

Friday, 25th September 

7.00pm: HARVEST FESTIVAL: Bryngwyn 

Sunday, 27th September: Trinity 17/Pentecost 18 

9.00am:    Holy Eucharist:                   Bryngwyn 

11.00am:   Holy Eucharist:                  Crickadarn 

7.00pm:  HARVEST FESTIVAL:    Aberedw 

ERWOOD STATION GALLERY  

We are really pleased to say that our new venture , Er-

wood Station, is going from strength to strength.  It's now 

open seven days a week from 10.30 - 5.00 , the tea room 

closes at 4.30.          

There is  new work coming in daily. 

Also, we will be having an exhibition of the celebrated 

Pembrokeshire sculptor, Perryn Butler, for the months of 

August and September at Erwood Station. There will be 

an online flip page brochure to follow in a few weeks 

time.  www.erwoodstation.com 

Tel: 01982-560 674  

Email: erwoodstationgallery@gmail.com 

NEWS FROM THE MP (CHRIS DAVIES) 

 Well it only seems like last week that I was writing 

my report to the readers of the Gossip as your County Coun-

cillor. As most of you are now aware, I have resigned as the 

County Councillor and a by-election is due to take place 

within the ward in August.   

 It has been a very busy time in Brecon and Radnor-

shire since the election, when I was honoured to be elected 

the Member of Parliament for Brecon and Radnorshire and I 

look forward to representing the people of this community. 

Many people have raised with me the issue of the inade-

quate broadband service provided in our area. I believe that 

we deserve better and that is why I will be writing to the 

Minister in the Welsh Government to ensure that superfast 

broadband is delivered on time in order that our businesses 

can compete online on a level playing field with the rest of 

the country. 

 While I was very encouraged to see the pupils so 

engaged with their education, I was, and indeed am, very 

concerned over the future of where our children are edu-

cated. The school modernization programme, and Welsh 

Government’s one-size-fits-all education model, is a threat 

to our children’s education in Brecon and Radnorshire. This 

is a cause I would very much like to champion as your local 

Member of Parliament and I am encouraged to hear of so 

many community groups getting together and backing our 

high school. Powys Council has now gone back to the start 

of the consultation process and I believe we can save our 

schools and ensure every child in our area receives the op-

portunity of the best start in life. 

 That’s all for now. Further updates can be found on 

my website: www.chrisdavies.org.uk, and, if there are ever 

any issues I can raise for you, please do not hesitate to get in 

touch by e-mail on chris.davies.mp@parliament.uk, or write 

to me at:                                                       Chris Davies MP 

4a Lion Yard 

Brecon 

LD3 7BA 

I wish you all a lovely summer. 

BRYNGWYN CHURCH SUMMER FAYRE 

 Saturday 18th July was yet another successful 

Summer Fayre for Bryngwyn Church. 
 From 10am-3pm we were kept very busy serving 
teas, coffee, cakes and bacon rolls. Selling bric a brac, 

church word searches and naming a teddy all proved 
very successful. We raised a very worthwhile amount of 
money to help maintain our lovely church. 

 Alongside us were the Llanbedr Church and New-
church Church Stalls, other local charities and traders 

selling greetings cards, preserves, china, linen and wood 
carvings. 
 Thank you to all who contributed to the day by 

either donating goods to sell or by joining us on the day 
to help or to buy. 
 Bryngwyn Church have been invited back to the 

Butter Market on August 22nd to provide the refresh-
ments at the community stall event hosted by the Warren 

Club. So again you will be able to enjoy a bacon roll or 
homemade cakes with tea and coffee supplied by Bryng-
wyn Church PCC. Hope to see you there. 

mailto:klouisedavies@yahoo.co.uk
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

Wed Aug 19th Wednesday Lunch Club at Baskerville Hall  

 Hotel 

Sun Aug 30th Painscastle Fete & Sports at Village Hall 2.30pm  

Fri Sep 4th Italian Evening at Ty Maesawyr, Rhosgoch 

Wed Sep 16th Wednesday Lunch Club at Rhosgoch Golf Club 

Sat Sep 19th Concert [Mid Powys Youth Choir] Llanbedr 

 Church 7pm 

Sat Oct 3rd Macmillan Coffee Morning Painscastle Hall  

 10am-12 noon 

Sat Oct 3rd Concert with Rhayader Male Voice Choir at  

 Erwood Market Hall 7.30 pm 

Wed Oct 21st Wednesday Lunch Club at Rhosgoch Golf Club 

HERMON CHAPEL RHOSGOCH 
 

Aug 30th Sankey Afternoon Service 2.30 pm 

Thr Oct 1st  Harvest service at 7pm Rev G Bingham 

  

ALL SERVICES EVERY SUNDAY AT 2.30PM  

Sunday School every Sunday morning 10 – 11 am 

Erwood & Painscastle Group of parishes 

Dear Friends, 

 I wonder how you feel when you hear of the latest scien-

tific discoveries made by the Large Hadron Collider at Cern in 

Switzerland. For some people, such discoveries simply confirm 

what they had always believed, that God does not exist and 

that, therefore, Christianity and all other world religions are just 

so much bunkum!! I’m confident that if you’re reading this then 

you probably don’t share that opinion, but it is surely impera-

tive that we explain why we believe as we do and what we do. 

I’d like to share a story with you, which I have loved since I 

first encountered it, some years ago.  

 “Once upon a time there was a family of mice who lived 

all their lives inside a large piano. To them, in their piano 

world, came the music of the instrument, filling all the dark 

spaces with sound and harmony. 

 At first the mice were impressed by it. They drew com-

fort and wonder from the thought that there was Someone who 

made the music-though invisible to them- above, yet close to 

them. They loved to think of the Great Player whom they could 

not see. 

 Then one day, a daring mouse climbed up part of the 

piano and returned very thoughtful. He had found out how the 

music was made. Wires were the secret: tightly stretched wires 

of graduated lengths which trembled and vibrated. The mice 

must now revise all their old beliefs: none but the most conser-

vative could any longer believe in the Unseen Player. 

 Later, another explorer carried the explanation further. 

Hammers were now the secret: numbers of hammers, dancing 

and leaping on the wires. This was a more complicated theory, 

but it all went to show that they lived in a purely mechanical 

and mathematical world. 

 

MORIAH BAPTIST CHAPEL,  LLANDEILO GRABAN 
 

Services Sundays at 2.30pm 

Aug 9th Rev Ifor Williams Communion 

Aug 23rd Ruth & John Hargest  

Sep 13th Bailey Heulog 

Sep 20th Rev G Bingham Communion 

Oct 4th HARVEST Rev Robert Thomas 

Oct 25th Joint Rev Phillip Morris 

The Unseen Player came to be thought of as a myth. 

But the pianist continued to play.”* 

 I don’t know about you, but that story expresses for 

me very succinctly what undergirds my Christian faith. 

Surely the response to the latest scientific advances is not 

to bury our heads in the sand and pretend that it’s not hap-

pening but rather to explain how what is being discovered 

just reveals more of the wonder and beauty of creation 

rather than eliminating God from it. As the mice in the 

story discovered, we do live in a world regulated and con-

trolled by the principles of mechanics and mathematics, but 

surely the beauty and the order of the system which con-

trols and undergirds it point us to the deeper reality of the 

power which breathed it into existence; as that story con-

cludes so beautifully, “the pianist continued to play.” 

 When you look at the beauty and the majesty of the 

world around you, or hear of some wonderful technological 

or scientific advance which reveals yet again the best that 

humanity is capable of achieving, give thanks to God who 

is the fount and source of it all and be thankful that through 

it all, the Pianist continues to play! 

With my love and prayers, as ever              Ben.  

*From A Bundle of Laughs, J. John & Mark Stibbe, Mon-

arch Books 

THE ERWOOD AND PAINSCASTLE  

CHURCH SERVICES: AUGUST / SEPTEMBER 2015 

Sunday, 2nd August: Trinity IX/Pentecost X 

9.00am:     Holy Eucharist:          Newchurch 

9.30am:     Holy Eucharist:          Llanbadarn y Garreg 

11.00am:    Morning Praise:        Llandeilo Graban 

10.30am:   Mattins:                     Newchurch 

(followed by refreshments at Rose Cottage) 

11.00am:  Holy Eucharist:           Gwenddwr 

Sunday, 9th August:  Trinity X/Pentecost XI 

9.30am:    Holy Eucharist:            Aberedw 

11.00am:   Holy Eucharist:            Llanbedr 

11.00am:   Morning Praise:           Crickadarn 

Sunday, 16th August: Trinity XI/Pentecost XII 

9.30am:   Holy Eucharist:              Llandeilo Graban 

11.00am:  Morning Praise:            Gwenddwr 

3.00pm:  Holy Eucharist:              Llandewi Fach 

Sunday, 23rd August: Trinity XII/Pentecost XIII 

9.00am:    Holy Eucharist:            Bryngwyn 

9.30am:    Morning Praise:           Aberedw 

11.00am:   Holy Eucharist:           Crickadarn 

Sunday, 30th August: Trinity XIII/Pentecost XIV 

9.30am:   Group Eucharist:            Bryngwyn 

11.00am:  Group Eucharist:           Llandeilo Graban 

Sunday, 6th September: Trinity XIV/Pentecost XV 

9.00am:     Holy Eucharist:            Newchurch 

9.30am:     Holy Eucharist:            Llanbadarn y Garreg 

11.00am:    Morning Praise:          Llandeilo Graban 

10.30am:   Mattins:                        Newchurch 

(followed by refreshments at Rose Cottage) 

11.00am:  Holy Eucharist:             Gwenddwr 

Sunday, 13th September:  Trinity 15/Pentecost 16 

9.30am:    Holy Eucharist:              Aberedw 

11.00am:   Holy Eucharist:             Llanbedr 

11.00am:   Morning Praise:            Crickadarn 

Friday, 18th September 

3.45-5.15pm: Painscastle District Hall: MESSY 

CHURCH 

Saturday, 19th September  

7.00pm: Llanbedr Church: Concert with Mid Powys 

Youth Choir  


