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Rhosgoch Gossip 
 
 

Volume 26 Issue 6                 July / Aug 2021                             £1   

  CROSS COUNTRY RACE NEWS 

What a view from Hergest Ridge Trig point: More details  
on Page 2 

Gladestry’s Jim the Donkey, see his poem on page 12 

LOCAL INTEREST GROUP WALKS 
 Since the end of the first ‘lockdown’ a year ago, LIG 
have been leading ‘walks with interest’. These have been 
very popular as they combine history, geography, flora and 
fauna, alongside a little exercise. Most of the walks have 
been centred on the medieval manor of Lower Elfael, which 
is the southern part of Radnorshire, roughly from Glascwm 
down to the Wye.  
 In May the group collaborated with RadSoc to enjoy 
two interesting walks, continuing to follow the boundary of 
the medieval manor of Lower Elfael. Starting in Glascwm, 
the walkers proceeded up Glascwm Hill which offered fine 
views of Glascwm village and across the valley to Little Hill 
and the Giant’s Grave. Arriving at the top of the ridge we 
proceeded down into the valley to the Six Stones circle an 
ancient stone circle which, despite its name, has at least 23 
stones arranged in an egg shape, close to  the bank of the 
Glasnant brook, near its source. After some time spent trying 
to find some stones hidden in the heather, the group returned 
to the top of the ridge and made their way back towards the 

top of Glascwm pitch. Close 
to the path are three bounda-
ry stones, one with the in-
scription GLASE 1792, one 
WW (Walter Wilkins) 1834 
and one with just the initials 
WW.  It was a lovely morn-
ing spent appreciating the 
heather-covered moorland 
with the skylarks and other 
birds providing a summer 
serenade. There was some 
interesting flora, especially 
the wynberry plants which 
were covered with flowers, 
promising a rich harvest in a 
few months’ time. 

Anyone interested in our walks please get in touch 
mlloydlundy@outlook.com or 01497-851609 Mrs Spens, ex teacher at Rhosgoch School, now living in 

Lincolnshire, returned last week for a ‘catch-up’ 

Boundary stone dated 1792 
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Herdman Coaches 

 
 

“The Hom”, Clyro Hereford. HR3 5JL 
 
 

Tel: 01497 847100   Or  851616 (evenings) 

   Rhosgoch Golf &  
Leisure Club 

 

Open Tuesday to Sunday 
10am - 11pm 

 

Food 12 - 2.30pm and 5-9pm and 
 

 Sunday Lunch 1—3.30pm 

 

TAKEAWAYS: Fri & Sat evenings & Sunday Lunchtime  

 

Ladies’ Golf Lessons Monday 6pm 
Junior Golf Lessons Wednesday 6pm 
 
Email: rhosgochgolf@gmail.com         
Or check out our facebook page 

 

01497 851 251 

RYAN NICHOLLS AGRI 
Hello! 
My name is Ryan Nicholls. 
I have recently gone self em-
ployed in agricultural engi-
neering, working from home 
at Upper Pentre. 
I have worked for Teme Val-
ley Tractors for the past 10 
years but recently decided to 
branch out on my own. 
Although I have worked on 
New Hollands predominantly, 
I have experience of many 
other tractors and machinery 
too! 
I got my love of tractors and 
machinery from my dad Steve 
who I spent many years super-
vising!! 
If you require any assistance please give me a call! 

‘NOT Offa’s Dyke 15’ Cross Country Race 
 For the last few years, runners from far and wide have 
taken part in a 15 mile run from Hay to Kington. The race was 
cancelled in 2020 because of Covid and the organisers, Tem-
po Events, were determined that the race should go ahead this 
year. Planning began, and local groups who regularly help 
with marshalling, like our own Young Farmers, were all set to 
provide their usual support on Saturday 12 June. 
 A spanner was thrown into the works in mid May 
when the organisers learned that Welsh Athletics would not 
issue a licence for the race to take place – although English 
Athletics would. This was an example of the four nations tak-
ing differing approaches to dealing with the pandemic. 
 Tempo didn’t want to disappoint those who had signed 
up for the race, and these included runners from several local 
clubs, so at fairly short notice they came up with a new route 
which started and finished in Kington, with Hergest Ridge as 
its focal point. The runners would experience Hergest Ridge 
at the bottom, at the top, past the Trig point and down to 
Hergest, back up the Bage Dingle, and finally past the famous 
Monkey Puzzle trees, before heading back to the start at Lady 
Hawkins’ School. 
 This was a tough race – as tough as Hay to Kington, 
though 6 miles shorter, and would challenge even experienced 
walkers. And yet the first 
runner round the course 
completed it in one hour 
and two minutes. 
 The race began in 
1977, became hugely 
popular for its beauty and 
its challenging route, and 
it ran until 2001 when 
foot and mouth put a stop 
to it. In 2015, Tempo 
tracked down the original 
race director, my father 
David Joyce, and with 
his help they re-launched 
it. My father has now 
handed over his responsi-
bilities to my sister Helen 
and I. So our role is to 
liaise with landowners 
and marshals to ensure the route is accessible and well pa-
trolled. 
 Due to the change in the route, we had to enlist more 
marshals than usual, and many of them had to be prepared to 
hike up onto the Ridge to take their marshalling positions. I 
am grateful to several local people who helped out on the day, 
as well as ladies from the Gwernyfed Rugby Club, and volun-
teers from the St John Fellowship, Kington Lions Club and 
Kington Masonic Lodge. The feedback from the runners was 
unanimous – they had never run in a better marshalled race, 
both from the point of view of signposting the route and the 
enthusiastic support for their efforts. 
 Race day itself was perfect – sunny but not too warm, 
with fantastic views from up on the Ridge. And there was so 
much positive feedback about the course that Tempo are con-
sidering holding it again. 
 If you are interested in entering next year’s race, you 
can enter online at https://www.tempoevents.co.uk/ 
 Finally, if you haven’t walked on Hergest Ridge, I do 
recommend it. You can park opposite Hergest Croft Gardens 
and walk on up. And you can call in for a refreshing cuppa at 
Hergest Croft afterwards! When we were checking out the 
route we met plenty of walkers either enjoying their daily 
walk or tackling the Offa’s Dyke Path. There was a great 
sense of camaraderie, with everyone interested in knowing 
where you had come from, where you were going and offers 
of help if you looked lost!             Allison Joyce 

https://www.tempoevents.co.uk/
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Llewetrog Free 

Range Eggs  
 
 

Available from 
Painscastle Hall & Llan-

deilo Graban  
 
 

Contact John for 
details  

07779 164810  

FARM FOCUS 
 When I told my parents that they’d have to move 
to this part of the world if they wanted me to look after 
them when they’re old, I didn’t mean like this: buying 
an actual farm, just a few miles from my home in Hun-
tington. Most of their friends thought they were insane, 
and some were quite cross, thinking that my mother, 
Lucy, must have bullied my father, Robert, into mov-
ing, or even taking it quite personally in some cases 
(‘Nobody has thought about what this move means for 
me!’ complains my godfather frequently, even two 
years later).  
 That was 2019. The time has flown by and I’d 
like to start by thanking everybody who has helped to 
make us all so welcome at Lower Pengarth. It’s still 
early days for the farming operation, but without my 
long-suffering boyfriend we would never have got this 
far. Luckily Jonny has been farming his family’s farm 
in Dorstone since the moment he was old enough to 
hold a pitchfork, so at least there is one person in the 
family who knows what he’s doing.   
 We bought our first stock in the Autumn of 
2019: thirteen British White cattle (some pedigrees and 
a few crosses), ranging in age from newborn to eight 
years old. Jonny suggested British Whites because they 
have a reputation for doing well on grass, producing 
excellent meat, and being sensible characters and good 
mothers. They have proved themselves to be all of these 
things, and we are delighted with them. Our first calf 
was born last summer in the middle of lockdown and 
has grown well with barely any need to come inside or 
eat hard food. Encouraged by the ease of his arrival and 
the deliciousness of his aunts, we AI’d the cows to an 
Aberdeen Angus bull (it would have been a British 
White, but for my disorganisation…) and are now half-
way through calving. The herd also includes two Angus 
crosses which I bought as calves to rear at home in 
Huntington before my parents’ mid-life crisis. When it 
was time to move them on I realised that they’d turned 
into nice cows and I couldn’t quite bring myself to sell 
them. Being very quiet and easy characters, they help to 
make the whole herd more manageable.  

 Yesterday we bought 12 Angus cross weanlings 
to grow on over the summer and sell before the autumn.  
Sheepwise, we’re holding off establishing our own 
flock of breeding ewes until Jonny’s happy with the 
state of the grass. At the moment the project is improv-
ing the pH of the soil and establishing herbal lays. 
Meanwhile we have been keeping ourselves busy by 
buying old broken-mouthed hill ewes and putting them 
to Blue Faced Leicester, Charolais, Texel and Beltex 
tups, then selling them in lamb or with lambs at foot. 
I’m desperate to have my own flock of mules but I can 
see the logic behind waiting.  

 Other residents of the farm include Snowball, a 
stout and short-legged grey pony, who can be seen 
exploring surprisingly far and wide with Lucy, and 
Ithon JR an old trotter who briefly raced with us and 
then lost an eye, meaning that we felt too guilty to try 
and sell him so he now lives as a gentleman of leisure. 
There are also two pigs about to be slaughtered, and 
three hens.  
 Next on the list of jobs is fixing machines and 
hoping to keep them running long enough to make 
some hay, and emptying sheds and hoping to keep 
them empty long enough to fill them with some hay. 
Next on the shopping list are more cheap old ewes in 
the autumn, although the jury’s out regarding whether 
we should get Welsh ones again or perhaps try some 
northern raiders.  And we’ve made a bit of progress 
with my parents’ friends, most of whom, you will re-
call, thought they were insane. Now all of them think 
they’re insane. 

Elizabeth Collingwood writing about Lower Pengarth 
Farm, Painscastle. 

Robert on his Christmas present checking the cows 

Our tups enjoying an autumn meal  

Moss who is Jonny’s colleague 
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The Roast Ox Inn, Painscastle 
 

Closed  Monday & Tuesday 
              

 
Wed/Thurs   Open from 5pm   Food 6 - 9pm 

 

Fri/Sat   Open from 12noon   Food 12 - 3pm & 6 - 9pm 

 

Sunday   Open from 12.30pm   Food 12.30 - 3pm & 6 - 8pm 
 

Tel: 01497—851398 
 

Booking essential 
 

Platinum Jubilee Project: Rhosgoch Cloth  
 At the launch of the ‘Woolly Painscastle’ community 
knitted map five years ago, we proposed a second project fo-
cused on Rhosgoch once the map was completed.  The search 
for an appropriate subject, followed by Covid lockdowns, 
delayed us but I am pleased to say that we plan to launch the 
Rhosgoch Cloth project in September 2021.  
 The proposal is to design and make a Rhosgoch Jubilee 
Cloth (working title - naming it will be part of the project), 
produced by the community from fleece from local flocks.  It 
is inspired by the pre-industrial past when wool was a much-
valued resource and a major cottage industry, with communi-
ties and homes across Wales producing their own cloth. Typi-
cally, the women and children would prepare the fleece and 
spin the raw wool, the men would then weave the cloth on 
large, hand-powered floor looms. 
 Covid restrictions permitting, the proposal is to hold 
six two-hour workshops in the Painscastle Hall from Septem-
ber to March when we will design the cloth, process the 
fleece, then spin it. The wool will be dyed using locally for-
aged and garden plant natural dyes. It will then be woven on 
hand looms to produce samples in different colours and pat-
terns. The final design(s) will be woven into a larger piece of 
cloth on a floor loom in my studio. The fabric will then be 
made into coasters or placemats to be given to each home in 
the Rhosgoch and Painscastle community to celebrate the 
Platinum Jubilee weekend in June 2022. 
 A workshop plan will be published in August, when 
further details will be announced. The first workshop will be 
focused on designing the cloth, so how do you imagine Rhos-
goch in cloth? What colours and patterns do you think would 
reflect the landscape, flora and fauna?  We will start by look-
ing at photographs and extracting colours and patterns so if 
you see a view, plant, animal or bird that you find interesting 
please take photos or sketch it ready for the first workshop. 
Contributions from children will be especially welcome. 
 If you are interested in participating, please email me at 
Jackie.Stephens@me.com.  Everyone is welcome, no prior 
knowledge is required and there will be no 
‘homework’…..unless you ask for it!  

Jackie Stephens 

Hay &  District  
Dial-a-Ride  

 
July Parish Magazines   

Editorial 2021 
 

 
 We are pleased to say that Dial-a-Ride now has an 
exemption for its accessible minibuses to pass the barriers to 
the central road closures.  This will make a huge difference 
to access for our elderly and disabled members!  It is vital 
that we are able to deliver a true door-to-door service to 
shops and businesses within the closure area and this is ex-
cellent news for us all. 
 
 Do you have a few hours spare and would you like to 
be part of a small but award-winning team of volunteers?  
We have flexible volunteering opportunities for bus and car 
drivers, passenger escorts and fundraisers.   All appoint-
ments are subject to enhanced DBS clearance, references 
and other checks.  Do call for an informal chat and an appli-
cation pack. 
 
 Our Board of Trustees is looking for a Treasurer to 
join them, to oversee our financial affairs and ensure that we 
are compliant with the rules.   If you have relevant experi-
ence and would like to join our friendly team, please call us 
for an application pack. 
 
 Benefits of being a member – free prescription deliv-
eries – door to door service – open to all – social trips – 
Brecon Bank Bus – kind and friendly volunteers.  Call 
821616 for a membership pack. 

 
Find us on Facebook. 

mailto:Jackie.Stephens@me.com
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N.D. PROTHEROE 

 

 Water Well Drilling 

 

Pump Supplier and Installer 

 
 
 

Tel : (01497) 851276 Mob : 07800 753341 

PEST CONTROL 
 

need to get rid of: 
 

 MOLES, RATS, WASPS AND SQUIRRELS? 

 

CALL -  WYNN      MOB - 0778 654 2697 

 

NIGHTFALL  

 

DISCO 
&  

 

KARAOKE 
 

Music from 50s  
to present 

 

Wedding, birthday party or any 
function  

that requires music. 
 

If you require party food, cater-
ing service also available 

 
 

DAVID PRICE 

 
CONGRATULATIONS 

 
Best wishes to Nicola and Dan Beynon on the birth of a 
baby boy on 17th April 2021, Halwyn (known as Hal) 
Owen Beynon, a little brother for three year old Mali. 
Another grandchild for Joy and Allistair Haines.  

 
Best wishes also go to Zach and Sarah Gittoes from 
School House, Rhosgoch on the birth of a baby boy, 
James John Gittoes born on 22nd May 2021 

Mystery Photographs 
  
 I have had two scanned photographs on my computer 
for quite a number of years and could not remember where 
they had come from. They depict a story of bygone days, 
probably from the late Victorian era. The scans were very fad-
ed so I asked Den Ozols if he could improve the quality in any 
way and he did a fabulous restoration job. 

 Now to find out where and who the places and families 
were? After a bit of asking around Roy (Pendre) and Billy 
Bridgewater identified both properties. Both are in Bryngwyn 
and are Hondon and New House Farm. 
 I’ve had a look on Ancestry and found that on the 1881 
and 1891 census Hondon was occupied by Elizabeth & Thom-
as Williams and family. By 1901 it was occupied by their son 
Enoch. Roy told me that Hondon is “seriously old” possibly 
going back as far as the 12th century. 

  

 New House Farm was occupied by a Sarah (1827-
1914) & James Evans (c1816-1902) and family and they were 
the only occupiers from 1881 through to 1911 by which time 
Sarah was a widow with only two of her eleven children sur-
viving. 

 I would think that these are the two families shown 
in these two wonderful photographs. Eventually Grace and 
I between us remembered whose photographs they were - 
the lovely late Mrs Myra Grigg, née Williams who grew up 
at The Pant, Bryngwyn. 
 I have since spoken to Myra’s daughter who told me 
that the young woman riding side saddle was Myra’s moth-
er and her grandmother. She was a Miss Margaret Lloyd, 
Llanshiver, born 1887 and was a half sister for the 
Llanshiver Lloyds.  

Cherry Williams 

New House Farm probably early 20th century 

Hondon probably early 20th century 

New House Farm today 
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T. D.  LLOYD   

 

Plastering,  Plasterboarding,  Rendering etc.   
 
                                     

07974-680049                                    Call Tref 

C. C. JAMES   

 

  Funeral Director  
Hengardd, Pontithel, Three Cocks, Brecon  

Complete Funeral Service   
Pre-paid Funeral Plans 

 

Tel: 01497-847410  

  
Mob: 07831 346430 

PAUL MEREDITH 
 
 

ELECTRICIAN   
& DOMESTIC APPLIANCE REPAIRS 

 
 

Rhos Mawr,  Glasbury On Wye, Hereford HR3 5ND 
 
 
 

Tel: 01497  847943  

 

PAINSCASTLE RECYCLING & RUBBISH COLLECTION 
 

 

Recycling is collected every Monday, and the next rubbish 
collection dates every three weeks are:  
July 19th         Aug 9th          Aug 30th         Sept 20th 
 
 

Garden waste is collected every fortnight on Mondays 
from March to November for an annual fee, next collec-
tions:  
July 12th         July 26th         Aug 9th          Aug 23rd 

 
 

Pilates Emma  
Summer term is in full swing with face to face classes being 
run at Booth’s Studio, Hay & Clifford Community Centre. 
I will continue to offer pre-recorded classes via email or pri-
vate Facebook group as well as a weekly timetabled Zoom 
class. 
For further details including booking 
 07702 241725 or emma@pilatesemma.co.uk  
www.pilatesemma.co.uk www.facebook.com/pilatesemma 

Pilates lengthens and strengthens the body whilst 
improving your flexibility, balance, posture and core. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Suppliers of ScanPole / BBH Creosote Stakes. 
Desired service life of Scanpole creosoted fencing is over 40 
years, Scanpole fencing is to the same standard as BT Tele-

com poles. Seasoned & dried to 28% moisture. Pressure treat-
ed for 8 hours, 100% sap wood penetration is our standard. 

100 % Scots pine – largely sourced from Norway. 
 

Also supplier of NHSS4 Impralit tanalised stakes with a 30 

year service life – 15 year Warranty. Zetor Tractors and a ful-

ly stocked shop from fencing materials to oils to wellingtons. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 MG Rehab was established by Mollie Gibbons to pro-
vide neurological rehabilitation to clients who have suffered 
from strokes or neurological injuries. Now MG Rehab and 
Care services have been extended to providing domiciliary 
care. Our friendly staff are dedicated to supporting individu-
als in continuing with their daily activities at home and with-
in their communities. 
 We have fully trained carers who are committed to 
delivering a tailored Individual Care Plan to meet a range of 
needs, with compassion, privacy and respect. Our flexible 
support is provided for individuals with an illness or disabil-
ity, the elderly and people with complex needs, to help them 
maintain an independent and safe environment in their own 
homes. 
 MG Rehab and Care is a unique service which can 
combine domiciliary care with relevant neurological rehabili-
tation if required. Our services can be used short term, for 
additional support after a hospital visit or for longer term 
assistance with cooking, shopping, companionship, medica-
tion and personal care. 
 If you know of anyone, in the Brecon, Radnorshire or 
Herefordshire area, who may want to benefit from our wide 
range of services, please contact Mollie Gibbons for more 
information.  
Phone: 07384314757 
Email:mgrehabandcare@hotmail.com 
Address: 2 Wood Villas, Felindre, Brecon,                             
Powys, LD3 0TD 

http://www.facebook.com/pilatesemma
mailto:mgrehabandcare@hotmail.com
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R M Drew Developments Ltd 

 
 

Rosemoor Felinfach Brecon, LD3 0UE 
 

 Brick and Blockwork, Home Improvements,  
Plumbing, Kitchen and bathroom fitting,  

Tiling, Plastering 

 

 For free estimates contact Richard: 07792 912434  

  

EMAIL: richarddrew_28@hotmail.com 

T R EAST PUBLIC ADDRESS SYSTEMS 
Systems available for all types of event:-  

Shows, fetes, races etc. Also Indoor systems  
 

TWO WAY RADIO HIRE 

 

Keep in touch on the move, efficient communication for  Show-
fields, building sites or mountain sides. 

Daily or weekly hire available Tel No: 01497 851255 

BRICKLAYER/GENERAL BUILDER    

VIC DAVIES 
For all your building requirements:-  

New builds, Renovations, Extensions, Roofing, Patios, 
Stonework etc     
 

TEL: 01497 831012   MOB: 07818 022323 

 

 
 
 
 
 

HACKING LESSONS ACCOMMODATION 
www.ridinginwales.com 

01497 851 669 
Cwm Farm, Bryngwyn, Newchurch, 
Kington, Herefordshire HR5 3QN 

 
 
 

 
 

*   All types of home 
maintenance undertaken       

 Kitchens & Bathrooms                 

 UPVC windows & doors  

 

SJ Building Maintenance                                                   
Meadowcroft, Painscastle, Builth Wells, Powys, 
LD2 3JQ                                                       
For a free quote please contact Sylvan Jones 
Tel. 01497 851364    Mob 07850 065531   
Email: sj.building@outlook.com                                                                          

‘CURLEW HOTLINE’ 
An outdoor meeting was held in the evening of 17th 

June at Upper New House, Painscastle to circulate information 
on curlew conservation in the Radnorshire and Welsh Marches 
area. This was attended by local farmers and others interested. 

Local conservationist Nick Myhill, moor-keeper Dai 
Thomas and environmental scheme facilitator Cath Hughes 
have set up a Community Interest Company going by the name 
of ‘Curlew Hotline (Powys)’. The meeting was told that this 
has been made possible through an initial grant from National 
Resources Wales to fund research on the use of facilities to aid 
curlew conservation, and promote education on curlew locally.  

Nick gave figures demonstrating the recent drastic 
decline of Curlew in the British Isles, where up to a quarter of 
the global population of Curlew (Numenius arquatus) breed. 
This decline has been particularly severe in Wales. He said the 
group will target its efforts at action through the farming and 
moor-keeping community. This makes sense because in the UK 
less than 10% of curlew nest and breed on nature reserves or in 
association with National Trust land, which is to say that more 
than 90% of curlew nest on ordinary farmland and upland com-
mon. 

‘Curlew Hotline’ is trialling equipment such as cam-
era drones for locating curlew nests if these are at risk of being 
destroyed by mowing in silage and hay fields. This work is 
being made possible with support and collaboration with local 
geo-tech company Exegesis, based in Talgarth. As a Communi-
ty Interest Company, ‘Curlew Hotline’ hopes to extend its re-
mit beyond this research stage, and become a small local chari-
ty supporting curlew protection in joint action with farmers. 
Promotion of good wetland habitat, protection of breeding are-
as from predators (with equipment such as electric fencing) and 
mowing a field from inside outward was considered in a wide-
ranging discussion. 

It was clear from the meeting that the farming and 
moor-keeping community is supportive of such conservation 
action, many local people having fond memories of the call of 
Curlews and Lapwing (‘Peewits’) in the spring. It is hoped to 
hold an indoor presentation in the autumn, Covid restrictions 
permitting. 
 Thanks to Beau Herdman for making available the use 
of his farmyard for the meeting. Those interested in knowing 
more about or obtaining help from ‘Curlew Hotline’ can con-
tact Nick Myhill on 01597-810054 (email nick-
gmyhill@gmail.com.uk), or Dai Thomas on 07718900504. 

mailto:sj.building@outlook.com
mailto:nickgmyhill@gmail.com.uk
mailto:nickgmyhill@gmail.com.uk
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EDITOR’S NOTES 

 

 I hope you enjoy this edition of the ‘Gossip’. Thanks 
to so many people who have sent contributions in during this 
difficult time. Gradually, as restrictions ease, I think there 
will be more opportunity for news and articles, which are 
always  welcome.  
 We seem to have quite a few old photos this time and 
I would like to thank everyone who has sent in photos both 
vintage and modern.  
 I hope by the next issue we will be able to re-instate 
our ‘Dates for your Diary’ so if you know of events that will 
be happening please send them in. Also any reports from 
places you have visited, or events you have attended, are 
much appreciated. Pictures are especially welcome, you 
know the saying - a picture is worth a thousand words. 
 I would like to thank our delivery team for their out-
standing efforts. Please continue to send articles, news, etc, 
all comments are gratefully received. Deadline for next issue 
[Sept/October 2021] is 31st August 2021. 
[mlloydlundy@outlook.com or 01497-851609].  
September is also the beginning of our subscription year so 
please make your usual arrangements to pay for the 2021/22 
year. 
  Articles are the opinion of the respective writers. All 
errors and omissions excepted (E&OE) . 

MORIAH BAPTIST CHAPEL, LLANDEILO GRABAN 

Aug 8th                                            Rev Brian Reardon  

Aug 22nd                                         Ruth Hargest  

Sept 17th Harvest                            Rev Steve Wallace  

ERWOOD & PAINSCASTLE CHURCHES 
SERVICES IN ERWOOD AND PAINSCASTLE 

Sun 11th July       6th after Trinity   
10:30am                      Llandeilo Graban            Eucharist 
Sun 18th July       7th after Trinity   
10:30am                      Bryngwyn                       Eucharist   
Sun 25th July       8th after Trinity  (Kilvert Pilgimage) 
10:30am                      Gwenddwr                      Eucharist 
9:30am                        Newchurch                      Eucharist 
6:00pm                        Llandewi Fach            Evening Prayer 
Sun 1st Aug          9th after Trinity 
10:30am                      Aberedw                          Eucharist 
Sun 8th Aug          10th after Trinity 
10:30am                      Llandeilo Graban            Eucharist 
Sun 15th Aug The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
10:30am                      Bryngwyn                       Eucharist  
Sun 22nd Aug        12th after Trinity 
10:30am                      Gwenddwr                      Eucharist 
Sun 29th Aug          13th after Trinity 
10:30am                      Llanbedr                          Eucharist 
 We are still taking a cautious approach to opening our 
churches. Remember - there is no pressure to attend - please 
go on your instincts and if you have any reservations – simply 
stay home and feel safe!  
 We may have more churches in use than is acceptable 
for some - but it is lovely for us to meet and invoke Christ’s 
healing presence among us.  
We are continuing with one weekly service: 
The first Sunday of the month will be in Aberedw. 
The second week will be situated in the middle of the 
churches - Llandeilo Graban. 
The third week in Bryngwyn for the Painscastle area. 
The fourth week in Gwenddwr for the Erwood area.  
Llanbedr and Crickadarn will alternate for when there is 
a fifth Sunday or any extra services.  
 Thanks to all who keep the churches readily main-
tained with respect to the regulations. It is quite a responsibil-
ity and people, though willing, cannot always be available for 
the necessary cleaning and monitoring. 

We are remaining circumspect and are reviewing things 
regularly. 

Peace be with you and God bless you! 

Hope to see you soon. Paul and Carolyn xx 

HERMON CHAPEL RHOSGOCH 
 

SERVICES  EVERY SUNDAY AT 2.30pm  

EBENEZER CHAPEL, NEWCHURCH 
Sunday July 18th 3 pm   Rev Gordon Bingham 
Sunday August 8th 3 pm  Rev Brian Reardon 
Sunday September 12th 3 pm Rev Brian Reardon 
A warm welcome is extended to all 

WISE WORDS 
 

 Don’t let success go to your head and failure go to 
your heart. 

Be kind to unkind people - they need it most. 

INTRODUCTION TO ERIC 

 

 Hello, I’m Eric Biggane. I moved into Rhoslyn Cot-
tage aka Goblaen House Bungalow just before the first lock-
down, and, as I was looking after my mum, didn’t have a 
chance to get out and about to meet people when the lock-
down was lifted. 
 I came from just over the border in Herefordshire, 
where I run a business teaching people how to forage sustain-
ably (www.wildfooduk.com). My expertise is in mushrooms, 
and I would be really happy to help anyone in the village 
identify any unfamiliar fungi (as long as I am not treading on 
any toes by doing so!). 
 When I am not working, I love wandering on the beau-
tiful Ireland Moor, which reminds me of my Irish heritage. 
I’m really enjoying growing vegetables in my garden, watch-
ing the amazing and sometimes rare wildlife here and of 
course, the stunning views. 
 I look forward to meeting you over the coming weeks, 
and maybe having a drink at the bar.   

https://www.wildfooduk.com/
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BOUGHROOD STORES 
 

Opening Hours: Mon-Fri 8.30am - 1pm  2.00 - 5.00pm 
 Sat: 8.30am - 1pm Sun: 9.00am - 12pm 

 

Fresh bread daily, newspapers, (including the ‘Gossip’)  
 Fruit & veg, Lotto etc.                        

 

01874-754300 

Post Office Bus 
 

  A Post Office Bus is coming to Clyro from Whitney 
on Wye on a Tuesday at 13.45 until 14.45, parking by the 
Baskerville Arms. 

Dear Ed, 
 Firstly, I would like to say how much I enjoy reading 
the Rhosgoch Gossip, It’s a real trip down Memory Lane for 
me and my family. 
 I was born at Llanerchir, Bryngwyn in 1940. My par-
ents were Gomer and Agnes Lowe, and I have an older 
brother Ronnie and a younger sister Joyce. Father moved to 
Llanerchir in 1911,on the death of his grandparents, to farm 
there along with his parents.   
 They are all now buried in Bryngwyn Churchyard. 
Father was Church Warden there for many  years. 
It was a hard life hill farming up there for us all, especially 
in winter, with no mod cons.  We had to walk to Newchurch 
School, even in the snow, but we enjoyed the freedom to 
roam the hills and ride ponies there.  
 After three generations of the family farming there, 
Llanerchir was sold in 1966 following the death of my fa-
ther.  
I am writing down memories of our lives then, and especial-
ly of Father.  He was a very talented man.  He was a member 
of the local Painscastle/Bryngwyn Home Guard during 
WW2, and I can vaguely remember him going off in the 
evenings , along with other local men, to keep watch over-
night up on Bryngwyn Hill.  I would love to hear if any lo-
cals have photographs or memories of the Home Guard 
there, I understand that a member of the Morris family was a 
Sergeant ? The family may have had connections with 
Painscastle Post Office? 
 I’d love to hear from anyone who has memories of 
my family then.   
I can be contacted by email  on: rhianwydd@hotmail.co.uk 

Kind regards, 
Rhian (nee  Lowe)  

www.welshfruitstocks.co.uk 
Order in advance & collect from  

Grug Farm, Bryngwyn  
between November & March 

Top Quality Soft Fruit Plants 

 

Strawberry Plants, Raspberry Canes,  
Fruit Bushes inc Chuckleberry Bushes 

01497 851209  

 

TIM’S TONGUE TWISTERS 
 Tim East has sent in some tongue twisters which he 
saw in a Newspaper collected by James Moore. Here are a 
few for us to try: 
 
The late, great Eric Morecambe was a great exponent of 
these and one of his favourites was based on the football 
results, East Fife 4, Forfar 5. In 2018 that result happened 
after a match in the Scottish League Cup when the 1-1 draw 
at full time resulted in a penalty shoot out with the score East 
Fife 4 Forfar 5.  Who says football isn’t predictable? 
 
Red lorry, yellow lorry, red lorry, yellow lorry, red lorry, 
yellow lorry,  [How many can you say?] 
 
If two witches were watching two watches, which witch 

would watch which watch? 

 
A big bug bit a bold bald bear and the bold bald bear bled 
badly. 

 
She saw Sharif’s shoes on the sofa. But was she so sure 

those were Sharif’s shoes she saw? 

SHOP LOCAL 

 Probably we all miss the local village shop which was 

part of the community many years ago, when villages were 

virtually self-sufficient. Nowadays there are shops attached to 
filling stations on our main roads where we can pick up 

something on our journeys. However, the real gems are still 

the local village shops, some pop-up shops like the one at 
Gladestry pub as well as the thriving hubs provided by shops 

in places like Boughrood. 
 This month I am featuring the shop in New Radnor:- 

ESCO’S - your little helper  

The Old Town Hall, Broad Street. 
Open 6 days a week 8am-1pm then 3pm-5.30pm  

Half day closing Wed & Sat. Closed Bank Holidays 

 
 I couldn’t list all the items they stock, but if they don’t 

sell it, you probably don’t need it! It is run by the Simcock 

family who have long associations with the community.  
Next time you are in the area drop in and see what they have, 

or give them a ring on 01544 350619. 

 
As if that wasn’t enough for the village, upstairs from the 

shop is ‘Mr Benn’s Emporium’ with a supply of ‘gifts and 

more’. Kim Lewis also runs the Brown Hen picture framing  
business so it is well worth a visit, a place to browse and sup-

port local communities. Give him a ring 01544 350411. 

 

mailto:rhianwydd@hotmail.co.uk
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COMMUNITY COUNCIL NEWS 
 

Chairman, Sian Powell, Lletycoed 
Vice-chairman, Bruce Evans, Lower Pentre 
David Nicholls, Castlefield Close 
Jenny Smith, Penrhiw 
Becky Miles, The Cwm 
Iris Lloyd, Caemawr 
Andrew Ritchie, Castle Brook 
 
Clerk: Marion Hughes, Waun y Pentre 01497 851628 
 
Minutes are on the  Painscastle-Rhosgoch website: 
www.painscastle-rhosgoch.co.uk 

POWYS PRATTLES  
 by County Councillor James Gibson-Watt 
 People ask me why the full membership of Powys 
County Council does not vote on important decisions, such 
as school closures, yet it does when setting the annual Budg-
et and Council Tax rate. Well, in Wales county councils are 
run on a ‘Cabinet’ system, in which almost all executive 
decisions are taken by a council’s Cabinet (usually 8 to 10 
councillors, known as ‘Portfolio Holders’) and the rest of the 
council membership (me included) does other things – 
serves on scrutiny or regulatory committees, such as licens-
ing or planning, and looking after the needs of their ward 
residents. The Cabinet is made up of councillors from the 
group or groups that command a majority on the council. In 
Powys the Cabinet is a coalition of Independents and Con-
servatives. Taking schools as a topical example, you may 
have noticed a furious row played out recently via the pages 
of the local press between Powys’s Portfolio Holder for Edu-
cation and local campaign groups battling to save their local 
primary schools from closure. If they are to close, it will be 
the county council’s Cabinet that takes the decision and most 
emphatically not the council as a whole. Currently there are 
four schools being considered for closure, with no doubt 
more to come. Accusations that the Council has been acting 
unlawfully during this process have been met with strongly-
worded rebuttals, fully in line with the Portfolio Holder’s, 
shall we say, abrasive style.  
 Whether unlawful or not, in my view the Council’s 
Cabinet is guilty of breaching the Rural Schools element of 
the Welsh Government’s School Organisation Code – the 
legal framework within which all Welsh local authorities 
have to organise their schools. This policy was brought in by 
Brecon & Radnorshire’s very own Kirsty Williams when she 
served as Education Minister during the previous Senedd 
term. It requires that, before they decide to close a school on 
the Welsh Government’s designated list of rural schools, 
local authorities like Powys must explore all feasible alterna-
tive options to closure, such as federation (where governing 
bodies and headteachers run more than one school) or the 
sharing of staff and resources to reduce costs and improve 
learning. Although the Council’s own analysis shows that 
there are feasible alternative options to closure for some of 
these schools, all of which are on the ‘rural’ list, the coun-
cil’s Cabinet has gone ahead with public consultations on 
closing all of them. Will the huge public response to the con-
sultations change the eventual outcome for any of them? 
Well, the people of the Bachawy valley had painful experi-
ence of this process when Rhosgoch School was closed a 
few years ago. The Council consults, the local population 
and councillors object furiously and then the Cabinet does it 
anyway. It’s a charade worthy of a YFC competition, but 
definitely without the laughs.  
 You might think that decisions of such importance to 
local communities should be subject to a vote of all county 
councillors. I would agree with you. 

POWYS PODS 
Camping, but without the tent 

Stay in one of 3 camping pods on our work-
ing farm, and enjoy the great views and 

modern facilities 
Also, something a bit different for  

kids’ parties and sleepovers 

www.powyspods.co.uk 
Bryngwyn (Rhosgoch) 

 NEWS FROM WESTMINSTER  
 After a packed few months back in Westminster, the 
Senedd Election seems like a lifetime ago. I was personally 
delighted that James Evans was elected as our new Member 
of the Senedd. He has shown his willingness to speak truth to 
power down in Cardiff Bay and we are already working to-
gether on several local issues. 
 The UK Government has secured our first full and 
comprehensive trade deal since exiting the EU, with one of 
our closest allies, Australia. Whilst the details of the deal 
have yet to be published in full, speculation has been brew-
ing in full force. I remain committed to being the loudest 
and proudest advocate in Parliament for our farming 
community. I have been clear from the beginning that 
any trade deal must present positive opportunities to our 
community.  
 I’ve been working with colleagues in the Depart-
ment for International Trade to ensure that this deal, and 
the others that follow, uphold our proud traditions and 
standards.  So far, the only negativity I’ve seen comes 
from those who hated Brexit in the first place and did 
everything they could to stop it.   
 In Hay on Wye, the Post Office is still working 
toward setting up a permanent site, meaning that we will 
have to rely on the post van until things settle.  Hopeful-
ly, at the next time of writing, it will be open! In the 
meantime, the mobile bank can be found at Hay Parish 
Hall, Lion Street every Thursday, 10-3.  
 Finally, I recently visited the beautiful gardens at 
Pontsioni House in Aberdew - if you get a chance, 
please look out for any local gardens that are open as 
part of the National Garden Scheme. (www.ngs.org.uk) 
Gardens are open on a ticket only basis and they raise 
such valuable funds for nursing charities.   
 My inbox is open to constituents; my office in Llan-
drindod Wells is open, but I am eager to get out and meet 
people wherever in the constituency may be most conven-
ient. Please get in touch to book an appointment.  
 

fay.jones.mp@parliament.uk  

LES BOWEN 
 
 

Upper Llanshiver Farm, Whitney-on-Wye HR3 6HN 
 

For all your fencing/hedging  requirements  

 

Please contact Les on      01497 851254 

QUIRKY QUOTES 
 
Be quirky enough to dream it. Be crazy enough to do it.  © 

Kef Amaya 
 

Keep the dream alive – hit the snooze button. 

http://www.ngs.org.uk
mailto:fay.jones.mp@parliament.uk
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Whitney Garden Machinery 
Your Local Independent Mobile Machinery Specialist 

 

Our Mobile Mechanics bring  their Skills to you  

On-site Servicing & Repairs for Lawnmowers, Strimmers,  
Ride-on Mowers, Hedgetrimmers, Brushcutters, Chainsaws & Blow-Vacs.  

Chain & Tool Sharpening Stockist of Quality Oils,  Chains & Strimmer Line  

Sales of New & Reconditioned Garden Machinery  
Terry Smith Tel:  07870 212358  (for diagnostics!) 

Nicky Smith Tel: 07387 882349 (for bookings & orders) 
email:- wgm.2004@outlook.com 

LIFE AT LUNDY 
 There have been all sorts of things happening at the 
Lundy. Early in May everyone went on holiday, well when I 
say everyone I mean all the humans, but we animal residents 
were left behind. However there were arrangements made to 
look after us that included Beau, TD, Charlie and Wendy. 
The field animals, the cattle and sheep, were looked after by 
the boys, but us dogs had special treatment along with the 
tiddlers and the hens. In fact Lindsey brought Lottie and Tess 
to Lundy just in case Wendy needed more company. 
 It was a very wet weekend so it is safe to say that the 
temporary staff were very glad when the usual Lundy hu-
mans returned. While they were away we did have a few 
adventures, we rounded up some sheep and cattle, without 
being asked, Lottie went rabbiting, and Gyp helped clear 
away the dog-food tins. 
 Since then life at Lundy has nearly returned to nor-
mal, well as normal as can be expected! There has been a 
rumour going around that Lindsey is having a party at the 
end of this month, something to do with a wedding. I am not 
sure what that entails but if I get invited I will give you a full 
report next time. From past experience I suspect we will all 
know when it is happening, I just hope they don’t disturb us 
too much. 
 Of course things like weddings can’t interfere with 
normal Lundy happenings. Ken loves playing with the sheep, 
we help him to bring them into the yard and watch while he 
gives them a drink, he calls it drenching them. Or if they are 
lame he gives them a pedicure and he makes them walk 
through the ‘footrot bath’. They don’t always seem to like it 
much, you would think they would be pleased to have clean 
feet, but there is no accounting for the ideas of a sheep. I am 
still regarded as the apprentice sheepdog so I mainly work in 
the yard. It is something to do with my being able to run a lot 
faster than the humans. I find their instructions are not al-
ways clear and if they think I am running in the wrong direc-
tion there is a lot of shouting. So they usually just let me  
help my mum Gyp and also the ‘boss’ Joe herd the sheep in 
the yard.  
 When there are no sheep about, us dogs can rest on 
the yard. I like sitting near Abbie’s house as there is often 
surplus food available, so I feel I am providing a useful ser-
vice by clearing anything which finds its way onto the floor. 
By lying there I can also keep an eye on the other doors, and 
if Mo or Ken come out I can keep them company. However, 
Mo has a nasty habit of sometimes going out through the 
back door into the garden, so I have to periodically go and 
check whether she is out in the garden, or has sneaked off in 
the car, or is still in the house doing whatever humans do in 
their houses. All in all it means that I am always on guard. I 
am not paid as a guard dog, but I will bark if someone 
comes, if I feel like it. I do also like to chase trucks and vans, 
especially the really noisy, rattly ones like some of the post-
vans. I am not supposed to do that but it is a bit of fun when I 
am sat around waiting for something to happen. 
               Ken often goes for a ride on the bike and for some 
reason he doesn’t seem to want me to go with him. Joe al-
ways goes, as it is his job (or so he says) to look after the 
quad and make sure no harm comes to it. I have told him I 
could do that job, but Joe is the ‘boss’. If Mo goes on the 
quad Gyp tries to sit on her lap and have a ride, but again I 
am not allowed, apparently I 
am too big! 
               Well until next 
time, when hopefully we 
will all have recovered from 
‘the wedding’. Look after 
yourselves and remember 
we need a cold nose, bright 
eyes and a bushy tail. 
 
Sweep 

 NEWS FROM WELSH ASSEMBALY 
 Firstly, I would like to thank those reading this who 
voted for me on May 5th for your support. I will endeavour to 
represent you and those who didn’t vote for me last time as 
effectively and passionately as possible. 
 My first couple of months representing the people of 
Brecon and Radnorshire have been a whirlwind. I have pro-
ceeded to set up a team in my Cardiff and constituency offic-
es to deal with the huge workload that MSs get daily and 
spend my time between Cardiff Bay and home. 
 The workload for a Member of the Senedd is diverse 
and there is never a quiet day. I spend Tuesday/Wednesday 
working from my office in the Senedd, focusing on my posi-
tion as Shadow Minister for Mental Health and Wellbeing, 
making speeches, contributing written questions, and work-
ing on legislation and policy. 
 Around my time at the Senedd, I work throughout 
Brecon and Radnorshire as your local representative, travel-
ling the length and breadth of our communities to help resi-
dents in need and deal with local concerns and issues. 
 In a few weeks’ time the Senedd will close for its 
summer recess and I will spend the summer back home. 
Throughout this period, I plan to travel to every corner of 
Brecon and Radnorshire and will be holding several meetings 
with residents on a wide range of topics. 
 If you would like to meet with me, please email me 
at james.evans@senedd.wales Also, follow me on Facebook 
or Twitter @JamesEvansMS for regular updates. 

 I hope you all have a fantastic summer. 

mailto:wgm.2004@outlook.com
mailto:james.evans@senedd.wales
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LOCAL INTEREST GROUP 
 The Local Interest Group summer season begins 
with the May visit. This year the group descended on 
Gladestry for a tour of the village, followed by refresh-
ments at Church Barn, kindly provided by Ann & Howard 
Dean. It was a lovely summer evening and everyone appre-
ciated meeting people for the first time since last year. Joan 
Hughes and Shirley Meredith provided memories of the 
village and some of the past residents. 

 One of the characters from the past made such an 
impression upon the villagers that Joan and her sister-in-
law, Megan Hughes,  wrote an eulogy in verse:- 
 

Jim the Donkey 
 Here lies the body of Jim the donkey 

His loads were heavy and his cart was wonky 
He served his master for many years 

Midst timber and sawdust which was right here 
‘Twas a hive of activity fifty years ago 

With men and saws, it was “all go” 
Life on this patch has now slowed down 
Little homes stand with flowers around 

All this now on Jim’s sacred acre 
Only a donkey but a legend for ever. 

This was Jim the Donkey’s home - the sawmills at the end 
of Gladestry village. 
 
 
 

Farm horses going to be shod by the 
blacksmith, at The Cross, Gladestry. 

 For the June meeting, the group visited Goff’s School 
and Chapel at Huntington. Joan Morgan and her helpers 
entertained us to the rich history of the Chapel which contin-
ues to hold services, although only fortnightly at present. 
Again we were blessed with lovely weather which added to 
the interesting evening with some scenic views of Hereford-
shire, especially from the new graveyard at the back. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 The founder of the school, Edward Goff, was a local 
farm labourer.  He was born in 1735 in a small cottage close 
to the site of the present building.  His family were poor and 
they could not afford to send him to school and so he was 
unable to read or write.  However, his Aunt read bible pas-
sages to him and he remained a Christian all his life.  Ed-
ward worked on the land until he was 25 years old when he 
decided that he would like “to see more of the world” and he 
set off to walk the 150 miles to London!  Here, he found a 
good job, really impressed his employer and ended up in 
charge of part of the business, which he inherited when his 
boss died.  Through his own efforts, he had taught himself 
to read and sign his name, but he was acutely aware of the 
lack of education facilities in rural areas and the fact that 
few children in places like Huntington would have had the 
opportunity to go to school.   With this in mind, he used 
some of his new wealth to set up Huntington School in 
1791, along with a trust fund to pay for a teacher.  Further-
more, he endowed other schools in the area, for example at 
Gorsley and Hay on Wye. 
 Huntington School had a number of really dedicated 
teachers over the years and many local residents remember 
the final Head Teacher, Bertha Morgan.  When she was no 
longer able to carry on, there were insufficient funds to at-
tract a new Head or to maintain the building, and so the 
school closed in July 1953.  Some of the old school desks 
have quite cleverly been converted into pews for the chapel; 
you can still see the holes for the inkwells in the backs of the 
seats. 

 The chapel is a wonderfully peaceful place, obvious-
ly well loved and cared for by its congregation and well 
worth a visit. 
   
 

Some of the old equipment displayed 
on the School desks/Chapel seats 
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SHINE MOBILE 
HAIRDRESSING 

 

All Aspects of Ladies Hair-
dressing  - Just for You 

 

     Call Jane on  
07974 779363 

 
 

  

 
FLOWER POWER 

 

FROM 

 

TROFLORA 
 

Flowers for all occasions 
(Caroline Meredith Dip Floristry) 

Tel:  
01497 

851646 

 

PAINSCASTLE BUS SHELTER 

 
 Please remember  to take any old postage stamps or old 
bras to the bus shelter to help raise funds for The Bracken Trust 
in Llandrindod Wells. 
 
 Old printer cartridges are also required for re-cycling, to 
raise money for the Centre of Alternative Technology. 
It must be a virgin cartridge ie an original cartridge eg HP, 
Lexmark; a cartridge that has not been refilled previously and a 
cartridge that does not carry any other branding than the origi-
nal (Cartridge World, Tesco, Asda not allowed). 
For more details please email Lucy Trench: lucy@66sg.net 

LOCAL INTEREST GROUP 
 

Monday July 12th & Saturday July 24th at 10am. 
A visit to Llandegley village with an optional walk up to 
Llandegley Rocks. Guided by Penybont Heritage Story 
Walks: https://www.penybontcc.co.uk/heritagestorywalks/
index.html 
 
Thurs July 29th The ground beneath our feet:- a walk on the 
Begwns led by Alan Bowring, Fforest Fawr Geopark Devel-
opment Officer. Meet on the road below the roundabout SO 
16157 44221 at 7pm. The walk will be about 5km (3 miles). 
 

For more information please ring Mo: 01497-851609 or 
email mlloydlundy@outlook.com 

Burfa Bog Nature Reserve, near Presteigne 
 Burfa Bog Nature Reserve is owned and managed by 
the Radnorshire Wildlife Trust (RWT).  It is situated just off 
the B4362, Walton to Presteigne road, and is well worth a 
visit, especially in June, July, September and October.  Re-
cently, the Gossip editorial team was lucky enough to be invit-
ed to join a wildflower walk in the reserve, a Site of Special 
Scientific Interest (SSSI) because of its botanical interest, and 
we can recommend it for a short walk with plenty of interest. 
 Three small streams cross the reserve, one of which is 
the Knobley Brook, and in winter parts can be very wet.  
However, access is good, with boardwalks and mown paths 
leading you around the best parts of the reserve.  When we 
went, there were many wildflowers to be seen, and our guide 
(Bronwen Jenkins, a botanist and volunteer with the RWT) 
helped us to identify some of them.  We saw: Meadowsweet, 
Common Valerian, Red Campion, Germander Speedwell, 
Marsh Bedstraw, Tormentil, Ragged Robin, Greater Bird’s-
foot Trefoil, Lesser Stitchwort, Enchanter’s Nightshade and 
Hogweed, amongst many others.  Bronwen helped us to dis-
tinguish between the different vetches (we actually saw Bush 
Vetch) and the three main types of thistle, Marsh (very tall and 
not too invasive), Spear and Creeping (the bane of farmers’ 
lives as it spreads so readily).  In the wetter parts of the re-
serve, there were large “stands” of Hemlock Water Dropwort, 
a very poisonous plant, especially the roots.  There were also 
some Marsh Orchids in flower, but they did take a bit of find-
ing.  Amongst the more unusual things we saw were Marsh 
Ragwort (not as poisonous to stock as the Common Ragwort), 
Woody Nightshade (a member of the potato family) and 
Hemp Nettle.  Black Knapweed and Devil’s Bit Scabious can 
both be found too, but they had not come into flower by the 
time of our visit. 
 Technically speaking, Burfa Bog is not actually a bog, 
rather it is a fen.  The main difference between a fen and 
a bog is that fens have greater water exchange and are less 
acidic, so their soil and water are richer in nutrients.   The re-
serve has a mix of wet and dry grassland, together with the 
streamside alder woodland. 
 The wooded sections, dominated by coppiced Alder, 
are ideal for all kinds of warbler, such as the Blackcap, Wil-
low Warbler and Chiffchaff.  Marsh Tit and the increasingly 
scarce Willow Tit can also be seen in the reserve.  In fact, 39 
different species of breeding bird have been recorded here.  
On our visit, we also saw a large number of Ringlet butterflies 
and Orange Tip, Speckled Wood, Meadow Brown and Dark 
Green Fritillary can also be seen.  In terms of mammals, a 
couple who were on the visit with us said they had seen fox 
and deer in the reserve, and hare, badger and otter have also 
been recorded. 
 In the autumn, a good number of fungi can be seen, 
especially waxcaps; around twenty different types have been 
recorded on the reserve.  A good example is the Pink Meadow 
Waxcap with its dusky pink umbrella style, which can be seen 
in the shorter grass. 

 It is not only the flora and fauna that are of interest.  
Within the 10 ha reserve, to the East, is a motte, said to date 
from the early 12th century.  RWT keeps the motte clear of 
vegetation, particularly brambles, in order to protect it.  To-
wards the West of the reserve is a tumulus, also kept clear of 
vegetation. 

 There is some limited parking on the grass verge by 
the entrance to the reserve.  The OS map reference is SO 
275613.   We hope that some of you will be tempted to visit.  
You do not have to be a member of the RWT in order to en-
joy what this small reserve has to offer. 

The motte covered with flowers 
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 Heart Healing 

 

www.juliegoodridge.com 

 

             07749 391714  

Help us celebrate our gardens and raise funds for some of the 
UK's best-loved nursing and health charities by hosting a 
Great British Garden Party ngs.org.uk/get-involved/ 

John Bufton’s Memorial  
Open Garden 

 

Saturday 21st August 2-5pm 
 

John’s family are opening his garden to all  
people that knew him and wish to remember 

him in this special way 
 

There will be no charge to come in but there 
will be a donation box for St Michael’s  

Hospice. There will also be teas and a plant 
stall with all proceeds also going to the  

hospice 
 

Social distancing please if Covid restrictions 
are still in place 

 
Directions: 

• Go through Shobdon, past The Bateman 
Pub on the right 

• Go up a small bank and the turning for 
Ledicot is on the right (it is signposted) 

• About 3/4 mile down the lane, do not 
turn off anywhere  

• There will be something outside our gate 
so you will be able to find us 

Thank you 

National Garden Scheme –  
For immediate release  
Contacts: Helen Anthony (North 
Powys) or Gail Jones (South Powys) 
E: helen.anthony@ngs.org.uk 
 gail.jones@ngs.org.uk 
T: Helen 01686 941795   
    

POWYS GARDENS OPENING IN JULY AND AUGUST 
 Whether you visit alone or in a group, you are assured 
a friendly welcome in a National Garden Scheme garden. 
Along with a wonderful array of horticultural and design in-
spiration you can enjoy delicious tea and cake and the meet-
ing of like-minded visitors.  
 
9th July 11 - 4, and every Friday in July Welsh Lavender, 
Cefnperfedd Uchaf, Builth Wells LD2 3HU Tickets need to 
be booked online at ngs.org.uk. 
Walk in the lavender fields or enjoy the wild swimming pond. 
  
11th July 1.30 - 5.30 Tynrhos, Newbridge on Wye, Llan-
drindod Wells LD1 6ND 
This new garden opening has mainly herbaceous planting 
with summer annuals and pots. Vegetable plot with small 
greenhouse leading to orchard, fields and wildlife pond. 
 
18th July 1 - 5.30  Treberfydd House, Llangasty, Brecon 
LD3 7PX 
The only Nesfield garden still tended by the same family that 
commissioned it. Many of his signature themes can be found; 
Long Walk, parterres, and a Cedar of Lebanon. 
 
25th July 10.30 – 5  Glanoer, Bettws, Llandrindod Wells 
LD1 5RP 
A comparatively young garden, evolving since 2015 this new 
garden opening has numerous 'rooms'. Undulating throughout 
and quite steep in parts, regret unsuitable for wheelchairs and 
pushchairs.  
 
31st July and 1st August 2-5pm 1 Ystrad House, Knighton 
LD7 1EB 
A town garden behind a Regency Villa of earlier origins. A 
narrow entrance door opens revealing unexpected calm & 
timelessness. This is a new opening and offers combined ad-
mission with The Old Coach House. 
 
31st July and 1st August No 2 The Old Coach House, 
Knighton LD7 1ED 
An archway of Clematis & Passiflora leads to the lower lawn, 
flanked by beech hedging, apple trees.  This is a new opening 
and offers combined admission with 1 Ystrad House. 
 
31 July and 1 August 1 – 5pm Monaughty Mill, Knighton, 
LD7 1SH 
First time opening the garden is set on banks of River Lugg 
with views of Glogg Hill. Informal herbaceous & shrub bor-
ders, pond, small woodland areas, riverside, shady & bog 
plantings, unusual rusted iron ‘church’ sculpture laden with 
climbers & shrubs. 
 
6th, 13th and 20th August 11 am – 4pm Welsh Lavender, 
Cefnperfedd Uchaf, Builth Wells LD2 3HU Tickets need to 
be booked online at ngs.org.uk. 
Walk in the lavender fields or enjoy the wild swimming pond.  

 
14 and 15 August 1 - 5pm Cefnsuran Farm, Llangunllo 
LD7 1SL 
First time opening. 1 acre sheltered farmhouse garden set in 

hollow at 1000 ft. Wildlife haven with bees, house martins 
and swallows; children's climbing frame and wild swimming. 

https://ngs.org.uk/get-involved/
mailto:helen.anthony@ngs.org.uk
mailto:gail.jones@ngs.org.uk
https://ngs.org.uk/view-garden/25832
https://ngs.org.uk/view-garden/42167
https://ngs.org.uk/view-garden/12012
https://ngs.org.uk/view-garden/42185
https://ngs.org.uk/view-garden/32664
https://ngs.org.uk/view-garden/42632
https://ngs.org.uk/view-garden/42633
https://ngs.org.uk/view-garden/25832
https://ngs.org.uk/view-garden/37842
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TRACEY JONES D.O.  &  SIMON GUINANE D.O. 

 
Registered Osteopaths    

 

01497-847020  

DREW ROOFING,  
LEADWORK AND  
BUILDING LTD. 

 

ALL ROOF and CHIMNEY CARE Free Quotations 

MOB: 07525 437083  
 

Email:info@roofandchimneycare.co.uk 
www.roofandchimneycare.co.uk 

MALLU   LLOYD  (LUNDY) 
 

For your local Mini Digger Work (3T) 
 

 Fast, Reliable & Tidy 07854 846261 
 

LLOYD’S  FIRE SPRINKLERS   

07854 846261 
All new builds in Wales have to be  

fitted with a fire suppression system.  
 

For a free quote on a fire sprinkler system to suit your 
needs ring Mallu.  

JULY/AUGUST 
 It depends on the 
weather of course, but at this 
time of the year gardens can 
be at their most relaxing. The 
springtime clamour has sub-
sided, and plants seem to 
have got the hang of growing 
and flowering. It's been a 
difficult spring: a very dry, 
cold April, with many dam-
aging frosts, and a very wet, cold May, with damaging winds 
(and slugs). We can hopefully more easily find tranquillity 
now, on a comfortable seat in our favourite corner of the gar-
den. Just being. 
 In the herbaceous border, showy plants such as del-
phiniums shine forth, but other more subtle plants provide a 
good counterpoint. Eryngiums all have interesting foliage 
with long lasting intricately textured flowers, and are a mag-
net to bees and other insects. There are many garden-worthy 
varieties. Eryngium planum is a rich blue, is long lived, but it 
does need staking in all but the poorest soil. A dwarf form – 
Blue hobbit – is available. Eryngium bourgattii has intricately 
patterned leaves, but like many other eryngos, seems short 
lived unless the soil is very well drained. 
 Perhaps one the most remarkable, and easiest, is the 
biennial Eryngium giganteum – Miss Willmott's Ghost. Its 
stout stems grow to around 60-90cm and give rise to attractive 
pale purple flowers which hum with bees on a sunny day. The 
whole plant then gradually fades to a whitish hue, remains 
intact and attractive well into the winter, and makes an excel-
lent dried flower arrangement. It seeds around, and will ap-
pear, often serendipitously, in unexpected areas, such as grav-
el paths. (Ellen Willmott, 1858-1934. 'Influential horticultur-
ist.') 
 Keep an eye out for blight on taters, keep the runners 
and french beans picked. Sow winter radish and Chinese 
leaves. Winter radish – mooli, or daikon – is a most useful 
and easy veg for autumn and early winter. It has a mild, al-
most creamy, radish flavour, and is wonderful in stir-fries. It 
can be hit by slugs, but then so many plants can. Remedies 
such as copper tape, or wool, or shouting at them, seem to 
have no effect. I don't know what the answer is other than 
pellets, either metaldehyde which does have an effect, or more 
wildlife friendly copper based ones. Bloomin' things!  
May the hawk moths be with you.  

John the Gardener 

CHAPEL NEWS 
Wisdom, the key to our future 
From Minister Rev. Geoff Cable 
 The Old Testament Book of Proverbs reminds us 
that we all walk down the road of life. It is a road with two 
options: you can take the wise way which leads to a satis-
factory meaningful existence, or choose an unwise route 
bringing struggle and sorrow. There is no middle road. 
Wisdom is required to follow the correct road leading to 
acknowledging God as the Creator of the world and all that 
is in it. Living a life according to God’s will is to reflect 
our relationship within our family and our neighbours, 
whoever and wherever they may be, in our praising to God 
for the joy He provides along life’s way. The Gospel of 
Luke (chapter 1 verse 17) refers to the birth of John the 
Baptist. John was endowed with special wisdom to prepare 
people for the future coming Lord. A short time later the 
birth of Jesus is foretold, to provide the solution to man’s 
problems by using God’s wisdom. 
That is still true. 
  
Update: worship in the time of Covid 
From Deacon Mike 
 In times of Covid, it is inadvisable to move air filled 
with water droplets, your breath, through the air when you 
are in close proximity to other people as it’s a very efficient 
way to spread infectious respiratory diseases. Hence the 
masks. In Chapel, one of the best ways to move these drop-
lets is by singing. Though a mask is a barrier, trapping the 
droplets in the folds of material (and we observe the dis-
tance rules), to be on the safe side it was considered better 
to ban singing altogether. 
 Also, church organs rely on moving wind power to 
make the notes so they have been banned as well. All we 
could do is to recite our hymns or if preaching, standing 
well away from the congregation. 
Now, a change in the regulations means we can sing if we 
keep the mask on and do it to music either imagined or 
rendered electronically. This may not seem much but sing-
ing is prayer joyfully presented and as such is a very im-
portant part of our ritual. It may be muffled, but we know 
what we mean. 
 Throughout the pandemic, the Hermon Chapel at 
Rhosgoch has offered a regular service on practically every 
Sunday at 2.30, open to all. Apart from the singing, the 
only missing feature has been the after-service tea and 
cakes This is a shame as the cakes were invariably worth 
eating and the tea worth drinking – but we can wait. 
What is important is the fellowship of fellow Christians 
drawn together in the love of God. Muffled singing can be 
part of that. 
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RHOSGOCH AND PAINSCASTLE TOTS GROUP 
 Excited and enthusiastic for the summer, our little people have been making the most of every ounce of sunshine, every 
light evening and every opportunity to lick ice creams and lollies. There has been lots of splashy fun at the beach and in paddling 
pools across the community and it’s lovely to see so many smiley faces in the photos enjoying a little bit more freedom now that 
restrictions are easing.  
 The end of the summer term is approaching and lots of preschool graduations will be happening. We would usually have 
a party at toddler group to send our wonderful 4 year olds on their way. But for now, we would like to wish all of our gorgeous 
graduates the very best of luck as they start their new journeys in primary school in September. It is heart breaking that they have 
missed out on so many early-years experiences due to the pandemic, but we know they will all be amazing and settle in showing 
resilience and brilliance as always, and continue to make us all very proud.  
 The Tots Committee met virtually on Tuesday 11th May for the AGM and a new committee was formed.  A huge thank 
you must go to Sarah, Meg, and Claire for all they have done for our lovely group over the many, many years since their little 
ones started. Their dedication has brought so many smiles and memories to both children and parents over the years. From pan-
cakes to puppet shows, charity shop keepers to fete face painters, nothing was ever too much. Even the ‘new shed’ saga didn’t 
break you! We hope you’ll stay in touch and call in for a cuppa when you can!  
 A warm welcome to our new Chair – Pam; we know you will do a fabulous job! A big thank you to Becky for continuing 
as Minute Secretary and also for stepping up as Treasurer too. We are still looking for a Secretary so if anyone would like to join 
our friendly and relaxed committee, please get in touch. 
 At the AGM, the committee decided that toddler group will return in September (in some shape or form depending on 
guidance at the time) so keep an eye on the Painscastle and Rhosgoch Parent and Toddler Group Facebook page for updates.  
Have a fabulous summer!  

Caz Phillips   


