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80th ANNIVERSARY of VE Day 

 Llandeilo Graban Community and friends had a very 

pleasant evening spent in view of the Garth Tump (Twn-y-

Garth) facing the cannon, which had been renovated and re-

painted for the occasion by a small band of very willing and 

able volunteers giving many hours of their time. 

Eight tables of memorabilia were in the marquee and were 

reminisced over by people, many stories were portrayed of 

families involved in the war in photos and items they used at 

the time. Included for viewing were a 1918 vintage car, an 

old Fergy tractor and a trailer plough. 

 Mrs Fran Shaw tolled the Church bell at 6.30pm and 

the old School bell which is still attached to the school build-

ing was rung to start the event and rung again to announce the 

lighting of the beacon, bringing back memories of school 

days for many who were there. A free barbecue was enjoyed 

by all, accompanied by music from the war years and also 

games to entertain the children. 

 The evening ended with the lighting of the beacon 

which sat 12 feet up in the air.  A VE had been cut out of the 

side of the beacon which lit up. It was situated just below the 

cannon giving the illusion the cannon lit the beacon. 

The crowd were down by the old school looking towards the 

cannon and the beacon was lit by a rocket that was fired from 

beside the cannon into it.  People from Erwood saw the re-

flection of the beacon in the Wye, which they said was spec-

tacular. 

 Thanks to all and everyone who enthusiastically 

helped to organise, brought memorabilia and made the even-

ing such a success.      More pictures on Page 2 
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FLOWER POWER  

FROM 
TROFLORA 
Flowers for all occasions 

(Caroline Meredith Dip Floristry) Tel: 01497 
851646 

 LLANDEILO GRABAN CELEBRATIONS contd 

Brian Gore on his MF 35 passing through Aberedw 

HUNDRED HOUSE TRACTOR RUN 11th May 2025 
 The Hundred House tractor run was a great success 
raising money for the village hall. They wended their way 
through the local villages, much to the enjoyment of specta-
tors and supporters. The route took them over the hill to 
Painscastle, over the Begwns and Ffynnon Gynydd Common 
to Glasbury, on to Llyswen with a lunch stop at Llanstephan, 
returning via Aberedw.  

PAINSCASTLE CELEBRATIONS contd 
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LES BOWEN 
 

Upper Llanshiver Farm, Whitney-on-Wye HR3 6HN 
 

For all your fencing/hedging  requirements  
 

Please contact Les on       

 

01497 851254 

LIFE AT LUNDY 
            
 I donôt think I have much news 
for you this time. It is quite quiet at 
Lundy, just the normal round of mov-
ing sheep and watching people coming 
and going. 
 It has been very hot, so Matthew 
decided it was time to take the sheepôs 
coats off. I donôt understand why sheep 
donôt do what dogs do, have a coat for 
summer and an extra one in the winter. 
Then when it is finished with, just let it 

fall out! However sheep have to make a big thing of shearing 
day. Of course Matthew doesnôt do the shearing, he finds 
some lads who fancy themselves as hairdressers. Gareth and 
Aaron practised on the sheep and then they provided design-
er haircuts for the alpacas. They have given them ankle 
socks, so they look like poodles! 

 I donôt really like very hot weather, but there is usual-
ly somewhere to lie in the shade, at the same time as keeping 
an eye on things. We dogs still have work if someone thinks 
itôs time to move the sheep, but sometimes the sheep decide 
to move themselves. That can lead to trouble, Mo doesnôt 
like them in her garden and Pam gets very annoyed if they go 
and check out the lodges. 
 Even the sheep on the hill have been moving them-
selves this year as the grid on the hill road has not been 
cleaned out. Some of the more adventurous sheep have es-
caped and even ventured as far as the village. Then Roy is 
chasing them; as he says with thousands of acres to roam 
around, you wouldnôt think they would need to go to 
Painscastle. Iôm not sure what is the attraction, as they donôt 
allow sheep in the pub!                              

           Sweep 

The author - Sweep 

IN YOUR GARDEN 
 The countryside eases itself into those 
(hopefully!) lovely months of July and August ï high 
summer. Birdsong has quietened down, with lazier 
sounds such as pigeons, doves and yellowhammers pre-
vailing. The glorious aerial scribblings of the skylark 
will often continue to provide an aural backdrop to the 
maturing colours of the hills. This lovely bird, along 
with other ground nesting birds such as lapwings and 
curlews, has suffered a dramatic decline in numbers in 
lowland Britain, mainly due to changes in farming prac-
tices. We must cherish their continued presence in these 
parts. 
 Continuing the rose theme of the last column, itôs 
worth deadheading the spent blossoms of repeatï
flowering varieties, a pleasant occupation on a sunny 
day.  Cutting back two or three buds down should ensure 
a strong regrowth, with better flowers later on. Most 
modern varieties will have a second flush. However, 
Comte de Chambord (pictured), a readily available Port-
land rose, was first introduced in 1860, and is reliably 
repeat-flowering; it will produce its gloriously blowsy, 
richly scented pink blooms for much of the summer. It 
has attractive matt green foliage which seems pretty 
immune to black spot, unlike so many modern roses, and 
can be easily kept to modest proportions. Its main fault 
is that the petals tend to óballô after heavy rain. (By the 
way, there is a detailed article on the Comte in Wikipe-
dia.)  

 At the time of writing, there are very few large 
and small white butterflies around (sadly, that goes for 
butterflies in general), so brassicas should be able to 
grow on well. Lifting the early taters as you need them 
is one of the most rewarding tasks in the vegetable gar-
den; you donôt have to wait until they have finished 
flowering if youôre not going to store them. Pick broad 
beans and peas while they are young and tender; freeze 
any surplus. To ensure continuity, keep runner and 
French beans picked, likewise courgettes and cucum-
bers. Tomatoes, providing they are growing strongly, are 
best left to ripen fully on the plant for maximum flavour.  
And, as always, take time to sit back in your favourite 
garden chair, and just absorb the sights and sounds 
around you. With tea, coffee, or other tipple of your 
choice, if necessary! 
May the redstarts be with you.           John the Gardener  

The alpacas with their ankle socks 


