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PAINSCASTLE VILLAGE HALL ï BREAKFAST WITH SANTA 
 On Saturday 21st December, a very special guest visited Painscastle Village Hall for breakfast! Father Christmas 

called in for breakfast, with children and their parents. 
 The Hall Committee made sure that Father 
Christmas and everyone who attended were well fed, 
with full breakfasts, toast, waffles and lots of cups of 
tea and coffee! The children met with Father Christ-
mas and updated him on their last-minute Christmas 
lists. 
 A massive thank you to everyone who attended 
and helped at this community event! The next event 
will be a pre-lambing supper so please keep your eyes 
peeled for details of this soon. 
 Events like this are vital for raising funds to 
keep the Hall, a registered Charity, running and for 
making sure that we can keep improving the Hall. The 
Hallôs new heating system means that the building is 
lovely and warm now, and we have recently upgraded 
the flooring on the stage and invested in a new electric 
cooker. If you want to book the Hall for any occasion 
please contact Meg Lloyd at meg_171@yahoo.co.uk 

AN AUDIENCE WITH JAMES HOOK, SHANE WILLIAMS AND LEE BYRNE 
On Saturday December 21st there was another successful evening at Rhosgoch Golf Club when they played host to three Welsh 
Rugby players. Tickets were sold out and the Saturday night crowd had the opportunity to ask questions of the celebrities.  The 
compere for the evening was Chris Davies, who was on form with his own questions and quips, alongside questions from the 
audience. As ever it was a wonderful evening of food, music and good entertainment organised by Hannah and Betty Lloyd. 
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MID WALES  FIRE SPRINKLERS 

MALLU   LLOYD  (LUNDY) 07854 846261 

or  PETE HORNE 07931 281303 

For a free quote on a fire sprinkler system to suit your needs  - 
ring Mallu or Pete.  

WHEN KING GEORGE V1 SAVED GRACEôS DADôS 
LIFE 

 I have known Grace since 1969 and she has been a 
member of our family ever since. This is a story I have 
heard snippets about over the years and it is an incredible 
story in wartime Britain which is still talked about today. 
 Picture the scene: It is Christmas Day 1944, eighty 
years ago now, just a few months before Grace was born. 
Ivor Davies (aka Fred), farmer and ARP Warden, and his 
pregnant wife Hilda of Lower House Farm, Vowchurch, 
have just had their Christmas lunch. Ivor thinks he should 
go and check on his cattle on adjoining St Margaretôs Com-
mon but Hilda puts on the wireless and persuades him to 
stay and listen to the Kingôs speech from Buckingham Pal-
ace. Whilst listening there was a strange noise outside and 
then came a knock on the door. It was a neighbour with 
news that something was afoot. Together, in dreadful fog, 
they set out to investigate but because visibility was so poor 
it was a job to ascertain what may have happened. 
 By now RAF Madley had been alerted. After much 
searching an aircraft B24 US Army Air Corps Liberator was 
located on St Margaretôs Common. Soon as many as 200 
people gathered to see the spectacle, the wreckage of which 
was strewn across the 
Common for about a 
quarter of a mile. The 
aircraft had run out of 
fuel on a journey from 
France, narrowly miss-
ing houses but killing 
three cows on the Com-
mon. At this point it was 
assumed that the crew 
had perished, however, 
the Liberator was empty. 
Miraculously, the crew had bailed out in France but the un-
manned plane, Bold Adventure 111, went on to cross the 
English Channel and onwards to Herefordshire, some 300 
miles, before crashing on St Margaretôs Common. The rear 
fuselage, virtually intact, ended up blocking the roadway to 
Lower House Farm and I understand that Ivor did sit inside 
the cockpit just to see what it might be like to fly the craft. 
 Thank goodness Ivor had listened to his wife that 

Christmas Day as he could well 
have been out on the Common 
tending his livestock. 
 Grace has a magazine 
ñFlyPastò, dated February 1984, 
which features an interesting 
article with input from her dad. 
She also has a copy of an article 
which appeared in The Here-
ford Times in 2004 where she 
herself has several quotes. 
More information about this 
story can be found on 
www.ewyaslacy.org.uk 

Cherry Williams 
 

 BREAKFAST WITH SANTA 

http://www.ewyaslacy.org.uk
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¶ All types of home maintenance undertaken     

¶ Kitchens & Bathrooms                 

¶ UPVC windows & doors  

SJ Building Maintenance                                                   
Meadowcroft, Painscastle, Builth Wells, Powys, 
LD2 3JQ      
 

     For a free quote please contact Sylvan Jones 
Tel. 01497 851364    Mob 07850 065531   
Email: sj.building@outlook.com                                                                         

LIFE AT LUNDY 
  It seems that Mo is now offi-
cially in charge of us dogs. As it is a 
quiet time of year, she takes us out 
every morning for a walk; we usual-
ly go up on the hill. I think it is good 
for her, as she probably needs to 
work on her fitness - she doesnôt run 
up the road like we do! At first she 
had to put my little brother Rex on a 
lead as he would only come to the 
grid, and then he would run home, 

so obviously he wasnôt having very much exercise. Now 
he comes with us and enjoys it, and it is a good way for 
him to learn the lie of the land - we donôt want him getting 
lost. There are lots of things to see and smell on the hill,  
rabbits, hares etc. I do follow my nose sometimes, but Mo 
reckons I am wasting my time as they have long gone, but 
one day I might catch up with them! There are sometimes 
bits of bones for us to eat. I like the odd bone, it is good 
for my teeth. The other day Gyp, my mother, found a 
bone, so of course canine (doggy) law says as she is my 
mother, what is hers remains hers and, despite the fact that 
I saw it first, she was in charge and she began to carry it 
back home. However she soon got bored and dropped it. 
Luckily I noticed, so I ran back and retrieved it and kept 
out of her way to have a good chew. 
 It seems humans give presents to themselves, and 
sometimes to us at this time of year. Mo had a book about 
sheepdog commands. I had a quick look, there were the 
usual ones of ñsitò, ñstayò, ñcome byò and ñaway to meò 
but there did seem to be a lot missing. There was no ñget 
out of thereò, ñWhat are you doing?ò ñwill you listen to 
me?ò ñyou é. Dogò ñIôll make you listen!ò So I think itôs 
not going to be much use at the Lundy as most of the vo-
cabulary used here canôt be written down!  
 Mo tells us we are now in a New Year, Iôm not 
sure that I can tell really. But we have certainly had a 
change in the weather with the white stuff coming down! I 
am enclosing a picture of us on our morning walk with 
Mo. We 
took Bowie 
along with 
us (she is 
the aggra-
vating ter-
rier at the 
front) that 
morning, 
Gyp was 
trying to 
get her to 
pose for 
the photo, 
but her 
listening 
skills are 
very limited!                            Sweep 

The author - Sweep 

TARANAKI SHEARING SPORTS 
 This month we have a report from New Zealand as 
local lad Jamie Farmer took part in the Taranaki Shears at the 
Stratford A and P Show on Saturday, November 30th, 2024. 
Results for the Junior final: 1st Tye Meikle  (NZ) 2nd Jamie 
Farmer (Wales). Taranaki is in the North Island but now Ja-
mie has moved on to South Island where he has started 
óshearing in earnestô. Well done Jamie for flying the óWelsh 
flagô, it was a really international competition with entries 
from all over Great Britain as well as both North and South 
Island New Zealanders. 

Jamie is second from the left with the blue sash 

ERWOOD NEWS 

Erwood Coffee Morning  

Erwood Christmas Quiz  Dec 9th 

mailto:sj.building@outlook.com
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PAUL MEREDITH 
 

ELECTRICIAN & DOMESTIC  
APPLIANCE REPAIRS 

 

Rhos Mawr,  Glasbury On Wye, Hereford HR3 5ND 
Tel: 01497  847943  

GARDENING CLUB NEWS 
 In 2018 we visited Aulden Farm near Leominster, a 
beautiful garden created by Alun and Jill Whitehead who 
also have a large collection of Siberian Irises. When we 
learned that the pair give talks on a variety of subjects, we 
invited them to give their talk entitled ñWales ï from the 

mountains to the valleys and the gardens in betweenò at our 
November meeting. They gave us a very enjoyable illustrat-
ed tour through 21 gardens they have visited - more than 
once in many cases. They ranged from large to small, some 
privately owned to some in the hands of the National Trust. 
Alun and Jillôs passion for plants and their appreciation of 
the gardens of others was evident throughout. They kindly 
judged our room competition ï A Photograph of a Garden - 
and the entries were placed with Gaynor Dennis in First, 
Dawn Richards in Second and Ruth Griffiths in Third. 
 Traditionally, December is when we hold our AGM 
but because of a lot of absence due to illness and other com-
mitments, we were unable to go ahead with less than half of 
our members present. We have therefore moved this to 7pm 
on Thursday 13 March, before the main meeting. That 
evening we are also holding a ñseed swapò so if members 
have seeds they no longer want they can bring them along 
for others to use. Our speaker that night is the CEO of Dial-
A-Ride who will be telling us about this great local service 
and how you can use it or become a volunteer for it. 
At the December meeting we shared some highlights of our 
programme for 2025 which include: the annual dinner at the 
end of January, Easter Bingo on Saturday 12 April, three 
garden visits over the summer, our 21st annual show on 21 
August and talks by gardeners, a local craftsman, as well as 
general interest. 
 We next meet for our annual dinner at the Golf Club 
on the evening of Friday 24 January. Our first meeting of 
2025 is on Thursday 13 February and the talk is on 
Whiskets and Split Hazel Basketry with Lewis Goldwater 
from Turnham Green Wood. The Room Competition is �$�Q��
�R�E�M�H�F�W���P�D�G�H���R�I���Z�R�R�G�� 
 We are always keen to welcome new members; if you 
are interested in finding out more please contact us using the 
email address below. Even if you are not a member feel free 
to ñdrop inò to a meeting if the subject matter is of interest. 
At our last meeting the competition was, ñA list of three rea-
sons for being a member of our clubò. Here is a selection 
from the top three entries: 
The friendship and camaraderie inspired by being together 
with like-minded people 

Having fun in a fabulous venue for meetings 
To bring my husband along to get him away from the 

farm 
To enjoy trips out together 
Informative and knowledgeable speakers 
All this for only Ã5 a year! 

Allison Joyce, Secretary 

IN YOUR GARDEN 
 Which will be the first signs of the new season? 
Snowdrops, crocus, daffs, pushing through? Daphne, 
wintersweet, viburnum, with their evocative fragrance 
reminding us of warmer times? Or the stirrings of the 
birds: dunnocks, mistle thrushes, song thrushes, perhaps 
skylarks, their songs imparting an indefinable feeling 
that something exciting is round the corner? Of course, 
there is probably plenty of winter to come. We seem to 
have had quite a bit of Weather so far. Cold snaps with 
snow, torrential rain, violent and damaging wind. It 
makes that period of anticyclonic gloom positively be-
nign. 
 A plant which will reliably flower in January, 
sometimes earlier, is the winter heliotrope, Petasites 
Fragrans. As the name suggests, its flowers are beauti-
fully scented, and will fill a room with cherry pie fra-
grance. They emerge from a carpet of fleshy weed-
suppressing coltsfoot-like leaves. There is a problem in 
that it can be invasive, and is best planted in a neglected 
corner, shady or sunny, where it will hold its own 
against nettles, docks, ground elder, you name it!  

 Continuing the theme of tools from the Novem-
ber column, itôs worth mentioning secateurs. These in-
dispensable implements vary greatly in price. They all 
seem to do the job, with the major downside being how 
thoroughly loseable they are. Until such time that some-
one comes up with a built-in tracker on them, the cheap-
er ones win. They certainly need to be manufactured 
with a hi-viz finish, so that they can at least be seen easi-
ly when you empty the compost heap the following year. 
 Now is a good time to attend to the pruning of 
red, white, and blackcurrants, and gooseberries. For fur-
ther information on this, and other soft fruit, check out 
the excellent growing guides of our own local Welsh 
Fruit Stocks. Check through stored fruit and taters. Car-
rots and parsnips have now developed maximum sweet-
ness. Be alert for pigeon damage on the sprouts and pur-
ple sprouting. Drape a net over if necessary. 
May the thrushes be with you.      John the Gardener   

Jill and Alan Whitehead 


