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When this arrived by email a few weeks ago I couldnôt believe it was genuine.  
 

Maureen Lloyd 
is invited to a 

Local Media Championsô Reception 
 hosted by Rt Hon Lucy Frazer KC MP, Secretary of State for Culture, Media and Sport  

 at 
 10 Downing Street 

 on 
 Wednesday 19th April 2023 

 Please arrive for 5.00pm 
Ends: 6.00pm 

 

Why would I get an invitation to No 10 Downing Street?  
After a little investigation I discovered that local MPs recommend the attendees, and Fay Jones our local MP rec-

ommended me, on behalf of óThe Rhosgoch Gossipô. I was thrilled, although a little overwhelmed by the idea of travelling 
to London and visiting such a special place. Luckily I was allowed to take a óplus oneô with me, so daughter-in-law Pam 
came to hold my hand! 

The óGossipô, which started as a school newspaper, has been going for 28 
years and I am extremely proud to be its editor. It is a real community newspaper, 
with so many people involved in its production and distribution, so I think it fitted the 
criteria for the reception perfectly. I booked the train tickets and we planned a day in 
the capital. 

Pam and I caught the 9 oôclock train from Hereford and arrived in Padding-
ton at lunchtime. From there we went on the underground to Victoria. There have 
been lots of changes since I was last in London, paying for the tube with your credit 
card proved much simpler than the previous often fraught experiences. At Victoria 
we went into Westminster Cathedral, a building I had never been inside. I do enjoy 
visiting some of the sights and architecture of our cities. Pam had booked lunch for 
us at óThe Ivyô which provided some wonderful cuisine, but also had its own archi-
tectural magnificence in the toilets. 

With maps in hand, we walked to Buckingham Gate, arriving just in time to 
watch the changing of the guard. Work was already going on to erect stands near the 
Victoria Memorial ready for the Coronation. It was a lovely day and although there 
were plenty of people around it was not too crowded. We ambled around, down Bird-
cage Walk, St Jamesôs Park, through Horse Guards Parade to Whitehall - again more 
stands ready for the huge crowds anticipated for May 6th. In Whitehall two Guards on their horses stood quietly on duty as 
the crowds patted and photographed these magnificent animals. We then walked to Trafalgar Square, to see Nelsonôs Col-

umn, and the Mall through Admiralty Arch, before returning down Whitehall. As we 
had a little time to spare we walked past the Memorial to the Women of World War II 
and the Cenotaph and carried on to Parliament Square to see Big Ben and the Houses 
of Parliament. I was surprised at how close together all these familiar landmarks are; 
walking between was enjoyable and really gave me a sense of direction and place. 
Soon it was 4.45pm when we presented our invites and our ID at Downing Street gate. 
It was not a big reception, about 120. Sometimes they cater for twice that number. 
After going through security and leaving our phones in the foyer, we walked up the 
famous stairs with the portraits of past Prime Ministers lining the walls. Another secu-
rity check made sure, who was who, and then into one of the reception rooms. Here a 
choice of wine, white or red, or juice, was offered it was very relaxed. Then an an-
nouncement for all the MPs to return to the House to vote on the Finance Bill. Several 
trooped off to do their duty while Lucy Frazer, our hostess, had been given special 
permission to be absent. Fay Jones, being one of the whips, was not given that privi-
lege so she sent her neighbourôs representative to ólook after usô. We looked at a cou-
ple of function rooms, where meetings are held, and where they hold press confer-
ences. I chatted to one of the waiters who works as a footman at Buckingham Palace, 
and we talked to one lady who was an editor of 5 local weekly papers in Dumfries & 
Galloway, Scotland. Everyone has a story! Here was óthe Gossipô in No 10, Meg, our 
hostôs assistant queried the pronunciation of  óRhosgochô - so we did get noticed.  

Luxury toilets at óThe Ivyô 
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Lucy Frazer welcomed us with a speech about 
the importance of local media and communications:- 

Secretary of State for Culture, Media and 
Sport Lucy Frazer said: Local journalism helps local 
areas stay connected, generates local pride and keeps 
communities engaged in local issues. Local journalists 
capture the heart of our communities and make sure 
politicians are doing their jobs better by holding them 
to account. 

It was wonderful to be joined by local jour-
nalists across the country in Downing Street last week 
- from community news sites, radio shows and free 
sheets - to thank them for their work to keep communi-
ties connected. 

 Lucy 
Frazer came 
around her 
guests and 
chatted to us. 
We had a pho-
to taken, in-
cluding óthe 
Gossipô. Fay 
Jones caught 
up with us and 
soon the hour 
was over, and 
we went back 
down the stairs 
and then posed 
for a photo in 
front of the 
most famous 

front door in Britain. Fay walked with us to the tube 
station and then we were on our way back home to 
Painscastle. We had had a taste of the óbig timeô, cana-
p®s and wine. I was extremely privileged to represent 
óthe Rhosgoch Gossipô which, despite very humble 
beginnings, has continued to prosper through the 
strong community support of our local district. We had 
a lovely day in London, so thanks to all the óGossip 
Gangô.      

Official photos: Nixon Wong                      ML 

THREE PEAKS CHALLENGE 
 Jade Redford, an ex pupil of Rhosgoch School and 
her mum Kate, are part of a team who are doing the Three 
Peaks Challenge on July 5th 2023. Jade, and her friend and 
future sister-in-law Sophie Strickland were in London on a 
night out on 10th July 2022 when Sophie was hit by a 
drink driver and, despite the best efforts of the ambulance 
service, Sophie died at the scene. She was just 31.  
 Sophie had raised money for a number of charities 
and as the first anniversary of this tragedy approaches sev-
eral family members and friends aim to honour her 
memory by completing this challenge to raise money for 
three charities which were close to her heart. They are Ty 
Llytd Community Mental Health, Brake, and Macmillan 
Cancer Charity. Robert Strickland, David Strickland, Alex 
Strickland, Chris Wise, Chris Parry, Jade Redford, Kate 
Redford, Sam Fleming, Jake Thompson and Danielle Jen-
kinson will be completing this challenge as a team. Along 
with them, Edward their Family Liaison Officer, and Dan-
iel a  colleague from the Metropolitan Police will be join-
ing them in their effort to climb Snowdon, Cader Idris and 
Pen-y-fan within 24 hours. 
 They have set up a crowdfunding page at https://
www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/jade-redford-1?
utm_term=RZj9rXyXz&fbclid=IwAR0GF5Z6g03PHHLF
nlmfgClIHF5kzBR-9sjEfKw9DDftQUTxeyEiFRY8T5A 
 For more information or to offer encouragement email 
Kate kateredford.kr@gmail.com. 

 

Rhosgoch Gossip goes to No 10 

CONGRATULATIONS 
  

Well done to Erwood YFC after qualifying for the NFYFC 
Entertainmentôs Final they gained third place. 

Jade & Kate in training 


