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TRACTOR RUN  
The annual YFC Tractor run this year took place on Sun-
day, October 27th. This was the 10th tractor run which 
started back in 2014. 53 tractors assembled in Rhosgoch, 
where drivers, helpers and others all enjoyed a good 
breakfast provided by Gaynorôs A team, before the trac-
tors moved off at 10.30am. They set off towards New-

church, passing through Michaelchurch-on-Arrow, Brilley 
and on to Almeley and Kinnersley, then Letton, Bred-
wardine to Clifford where they had lunch in Clifford Hall, 
provided by Sallyôs Y team.  

 Here 
the awards 
were present-
ed. The John 
Haydn Mere-
dith Memori-
al Trophy for 
the best 
turned out  
tractor was 
won by Ash-
ley Stephens 
of Hereford 
with his Case 
IH Maxxum 
150.  The 
Ron Meredith 

Memorial Shield for 
the best turned out 
vintage tractor went to 
Dave Evans, now liv-
ing in Newcastle Em-
lyn, with his Massey 
Ferguson 165. 
 The return 
route took them 
through Archenfield,  
Cusop and Hay before 
crossing back into 
Radnorshire to Clyro 
and returning to Rhos-
goch. The tractor run 
raised a total of Ã1400 
with the club giving a 
donation of Ã500 to St 
Michaelôs Hospice. 

AUTUMN COMPETITIONS 2024 
 Some pictures from the Autumn Competition Day 
organised by Craft Club at Painscastle Village Hall on Satur-
day  October 19th. What a wonderful display of craft, cook-
ery and literature, along with memorabilia, to illustrate the 
theme of óRural Lifeô. 

The cup winners along 
with the judges Sue & 
Paul Buckingham 

Cup Winners: 
Pre School Mrs G Jones Cup: Hendrix Powell 
Primary School Mrs T Herdman Memorial Cup: Gruff Phillips 
Under 18s Clyro Court Perpetual Cup: Katie Coombes 
Craft Club Members Only Mrs Val Price Cup: Val Price 
Open Mrs Ruby Bagley Cup: Joan Hughes 
Estyn Meredith Cup for best Cookery in the Show: Avryl Lloyd 
Grace Davies Cup for best preserve: Edwina Griffiths 
Sheila Meredith Rose Bowl for best floral Exhibit: Val Price 
Craft Club Cup for best Craft Exhibit: Sylvia Illingsworth 
Stephen Joyce Memorial Cup for best poem: Edwina Griffiths 

Phoebe & Katie Coombes pre-
senting the John Meredith Trophy 

Andrew & Sam Ritchie present-
ing the Ron Meredith Shield 

Leading the way 
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PAUL MEREDITH 
 

ELECTRICIAN & DOMESTIC  
APPLIANCE REPAIRS 

 

Rhos Mawr,  Glasbury On Wye, Hereford HR3 5ND 
Tel: 01497  847943  

The Roast Ox Inn, Painscastle 
 

Currently Closed Monday & Tuesday 

 

Open:- Wed to Sat 5pm to close 

 

         Sunday 12.30 til 4pm 
 

Tel: 01497 - 851398 Booking essential 
 

MORE PICTURES FROM THE TRACTOR RUN  

MID WALES  FIRE 
SPRINKLERS 

 

MALLU   LLOYD  
(LUNDY)  
07854 846261 

 
or   
 

PETE HORNE  
07931 281303 

 
 

All new builds in Wales have to 
be fitted with a fire suppression 

system. 

 
For a free quote on a fire 
sprinkler system to suit 
your needs  - ring Mallu or 

Pete.  
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GARDENING CLUB NEWS 

  September saw our members travel up to 
Penybont for a guided tour around Midway Plants. This 
family-owned business just outside the town has a wide 
range of locally sourced and home grown garden plants. 
The owners showed us ñbehind the scenesò where they 
have their polytunnels, and told us about how they grow 
their plants, as well as the challenges they face running a 
small business. Despite the unseasonably cool evening, it 
was a charming place to visit, and many of us planned to 
return to purchase plants from them come spring time. Nine 
of us then called into the Harp at Old Radnor and rounded 
off a very nice evening over a glass of something warming. 

 In October we were back 
at the Golf Club and enjoyed a 
delightful talk about dahlias 
from expert grower and shower 
Richard Hall. He came armed 
with a large tray of freshly 
picked dahlias from his nursery, 
and talked about each one al-
most lovingly. We heard that 
there are 14 different groups of 
dahlias, and within each group 
there are a range of forms and 
colours. For those of us who 
might have felt a bit nervous 

about growing these beautiful specimens, he had tips and 
ideas to inspire us to give it a go, From rubbing Vaseline on 
their stems to 
prevent slugs, 
to using alpaca 
manure as a 
fertiliser. He 
was full of 
humorous and 
practical infor-
mation and 
though his talk was over an hour long, the time whizzed by. 
Coincidentally, it was one of the evenings when the North-
ern Lights were in full swing, and, as Richard is also an 
amateur star-gazer, he set up his camera outside the Golf 
Club to capture the glorious light show which he then 
shared with us as well.  
 Our next meeting is at the Golf Club on Thursday 14 
November where we will welcome Jill and Alun Whitehead 
who will be giving a talk entitled ñWales ï from the valleys 
to the mountains and the gardens in betweenò. The room 
competition will be ñA photograph of a garden.ò Our last 
meeting of the year is our AGM on Thursday 12 December. 
 We are always keen to welcome new members; if 
you are interested in finding out more please contact us 
using the email address below. Even if you are not a mem-
ber feel free to ñdrop inò to a meeting if the subject matter 
is of interest. 
Allison Joyce, Secretary 
gardeningclub@painscastle-rhosgoch.co.uk 
 

 IN YOUR GARDEN 
 Stand in the garden and listen. It might be drab 
and overcast, but thatôs not going to deter the corvids: 
rooks, jackdaws, magpies, ravens, perhaps jays. All re-
main in full voice. And the carrion crows will have the 
most intricate conversations; itôs surprising how varied 
their cawing is. Itôs around now that the beautiful silver 
tones of the dunnock will start to emerge from within the 
hedgerows. If itôs one of those sparklingly sunny days 
that November can often gift us, then stand back and en-
joy the glow of the remaining leaves on the oaks and ma-
ples.  
 Evergreen trees and shrubs are an important part 
of any garden, particularly this time of the year, and, 
carefully chosen, will give shape and structure. Cordyline 
australis can make a dramatic tree, but unless youôre very 
lucky, around here in the 
open ground it will get cut 
back or killed by hard frosts. 
However, it makes a bold pot 
plant in a large container for 
standing on the patio, with 
its vertical and, in the variety 
Atropurpurea, purple leaves 
providing a vivid statement. 
It is readily available and 
grows fairly quickly. If you 
can get it under cover or 
shelter for the depths of win-
ter, it will usually get 
through, eventually outgrow-
ing its pot.  
 Now is a good time to take stock of tools. Are 
there any that are just not worth keeping? Any that will 
benefit from a clean and oil?  Any wooden handles that 
seem a bit rough? A quick rub over with linseed oil can 
transform them. A highly recommended tool is the swoe. 
A silly name I know, but it is a major improvement on 
the traditional hoe, being effective on the pull as well as 
push. There are several brands available. 
 Cut back the foliage of oriental hellebores. Check 
over stored taters and fruit. Be prepared to stake purple 
sprouting and sprout plants if theyôve grown too tall. Try 
to cover bare ground with any organic matter. Enjoy the 
flavours of your home-grown cabbage, carrots, parsnips, 
and the rest.  
Come to that, enjoy just being out there. Breathe deeply! 
May the robins be with you 

John the Gardener 

 
Coffee Morning at Cae Pengelli  

 
Saturday 25 January 2025  

 
10.30 to 12 noon  

 
Paul and Sue Buckingham invite you  to  
Cae Pengelli  for coffee, cake and company.   
 
Address: Cae Pengelli, Bryngwyn, HR5 3QL; 
what3words - preparing.cages.pins, (driveway oppo-
site the barn at Pengethley ) 
 
Donations welcome - to be split between  Painscastle 
and Rhosgoch Toddler group and Rhosgoch Young 
Farmers  


