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Playgroup meeting every Tuesday at Painscastle Hall. More 

news & pictures on Page  8 & 9 

Picking up the defibrillators from the  óFriends  of Healthcare 

in Builth Wells & Districtô at a special meeting  in April. 

More on Page  11. 

Under the Community section we would like to offer every 

local society and group a page of their own, with your own, 

dedicated email address. You will be free to edit your own 

page and access your own emails privately, subject to any 

reasonable constraints, and we hope that you will list details 

of your activities and forthcoming events. This should help 

you to find and recruit many new members. 

  We would like to feature as many links to local web 

sites as possible too, so could those of you with your own 

sites please get in touch so that we can agree an exchange. 

Also, we would like to feature as many local tourism busi-

nesses or craft enterprises as we can, even if you donôt have 

your own web site, so just let us have your details and weôll 

do what we can. In time we may be able to provide a com-

plete gazetteer of all of our local farms and their speciality 

produce. The opportunities are endless. 

  We would like to provide a visible presentation of the 

beautiful landscape that we all enjoy and the many local at-

tractions that we can offer, so if you would like to provide 

COMMUNITY WEBSITE  

 For some time a few of us have thought that it was 

about time that our community had its own web site. Those 

of us who live in Painscastle and Rhosgoch know that this 

beautiful area has a lot to offer the rest of the World and we 

should therefore have a digital window in which to offer 

some of these delights to the wider online community. The 

current Facebook page has generally been quite well used for 

the exchange of news and information, but it does not serve 

as a proper, more permanent place in which we can provide 

accurate and timely information about our history and also 

our current activities. In these difficult times we need to do 

what we can to attract more visitors and investment and we 

believe that an attractive and accurate web site is now abso-

lutely vital. 

  Fortunately, some dedicated Welsh Assembly Gov-

ernment funding was recently made available via Powys 

Council to our local Community Council to enable a basic 

web site to be created and hosted for the next few years. Al-

though this funding was approved to meet with the require-

ments of the Local Government (Democracy)(Wales) Act of 

2013, please note that the new site is not just about our local 

Council ï it is much more focussed on the community. 

Therefore, although part of the web site will offer useful and 

timely information about local government issues, the 

greater part is there for all of us to use and contribute to. 

  Your contribution is absolutely essential to the suc-

cess or failure of the new web site. In the same way that 

many of you have sent in excellent copy to the Gossip over 

the last year, we now need interesting and appropriate mate-

rial to publish to the rest of the World. Please take a look at 

the new site at http://www.painscastle-rhosgoch.co.uk . We 

know that there arenôt many pages there at the moment, but 

we shall do our best to fill it up over time, with your help. 
Contd overleaf 

http://www.painscastle-rhosgoch.co.uk
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EDITORôS NOTES 
 In this issue you will find a variety of articles from 

various sources.  We continue with our popular Farm Focus 

[P2] and Culinary Column [P3]. There are features on the 

new community website[P1&2] - thanks to Jess Fromant and 

Dainis Ozols for initial set up and design, WW1 memorials

[P4&5], local news and events, letters from the 1950s,  Free 

Ads [P8], Tots [P8&9], and Mikey wonôt be left out[P13]. 

We welcome all correspondence, letters, articles, local news, 

comments, etc. For further details 01497-851609 OR 

m.lloyd1@btconnect.com. {ML} 

FARM FOCUS 

 The weather today is dismal and drizzly; the 

weather man said it was going to be dry and warm. But 

do they get it right? I suppose they did say we would 

have some sunshine, odd showers and maybe frost at 

night - that seems to cover it all.  

 Today started with me going to feed my 2 tid-

dlings. (These are lambs that are fed on the bottle be-

cause either they havenôt got a mum or she doesnôt have 

enough milk - which it is in this case.) 

 Al soon arrives with the quad bike and snacker 

with sheep cake in to feed the older ewes with their 

lambs. The grass is not growing much  at least not with 

us, as it is still too cold up in these hills, so they need a 

bit extra to keep them and their lambs growing. 

 This bunch of ewes are mostly Welsh mule with 

their Charolais lambs. We have sold most of this group 

now in Hereford market as couples (one ewe and her 

lamb/s) and the only ones left are those who seemed to 

have one big lamb and one smaller. When we sell them 

we like the lambs to be similar in size, itôs just the way 

we like to do it. So we tip the bags of pellets into the 

creep for the lambs and then drop cake out of the snacker, 

on the ground for the ewes. These lambs were born at the 

beginning of March so will be weaned at the end of next 

week and the cull (mostly older) ewes will be taken to 

Talgarth market  and the younger ewes shorn and put 

to the hill. The lambs will continue to have lamb pel-

lets until they reach 34-40kg in weight and then will 

be taken to Talgarth market and sold as fat lambs. 

 The rest of our lambs (Suffolk/Welsh and 

mules) that are on the younger ewes are sold later in 

the year from September onwards. 

 Then itôs on to give the cows some cake, as the 

grass is not growing fast enough on the other side of 

the electric fence, so they have a bit of spoiling which 

they like. We strip graze one of our fields for the cattle 

as we have now turned off the majority of the other 

fields and fertilized ready for harvesting in July. Our 

cows are mostly Welsh Black or Hereford crosses with 

Charolais calves. We always calf at the same time as 

lambing, as we find it easier as we are already going 

out in the night to see the ewes so we see the cows as 

well, so all our calving and lambing are now finished. 

Last ewe lambed a couple of days ago to what was 

supposed to be a barren ewe and all well, so a bonus as 

we say. 

 The lambing sheds have now been cleaned out 

ready for bringing the ewes in for shearing. We are 

hoping to shear the young ewes before the end of May 

and put to the hill for the Summer. These fields will be 

then fertilized ready to harvest in July. 

 Itôs nearly the end of the month so this after-

noon I intend spending it on paperwork, preparing for 

my VAT return and, as Secretary for Painscastle 

Group, I will also be catching up with the paperwork, 

writing up minutes and booking speakers for the next 

few months. 

 For those of you who do not know what the 

Painscastle Group is, we are a group of 45 farmers that 

farm from Llandeilo Graban to Gladestry and adjoin-

ing areas, who meet every 2 weeks to talk about and 

buy products for the farm. 

 The Group was set up in 1992 by 3 people and I 

have been Secretary from the beginning, with the idea 

to group up quantities to give us strength to demand 

better prices for us all. The small farms would be pay-

ing the same price as the larger farms for their goods. 

We have rules and guidelines to adhere to, the main 

one being what goes on in the room, including prices, 

is kept within the group. On average we have at least 

30 members attend each meeting, which speaks for 

itself. The idea is not to buy on price but to get quality 

products at low prices. We are a good social bunch and 

are always sharing ideas/ problems - as they say, a 

problem shared is a problem halved. We have lots of 

good speakers throughout the year. 

 This year we intend to do our bit for the Breast 

Cancer Campaign awareness by each buying a pack of 

pink silage wrap. 

If anyone out there is interested in joining the group 

please get in touch. Treena.davis@btconnect.com 

some of your photographs for publication please get in touch. 

We shall credit your work. Please contact the editorial team 

by navigating to the Contact page on the site or by emailing 

us direct at webmaster@painscastle-rhosgoch.co.uk . 

  Lastly, we would really like to see more young people 

become involved in the management and editing of the new 

site, as this is really part of your future and not just the past, 

so please do contact us if you would like to get involved. It 

does not need to take up much of your time and we think you 

will enjoy the experience. Please note that we are all unpaid 

volunteers! 

mailto:Treena.davis@btconnect.com

