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Painscastle and Rhosgoch Toddler Group :

Due to Rhosgoch School closing, as from th& NB8vember we have moved to Painscastle Hall, still the samestime
Every Tuesday Morning from 9.15am till 11.30am. Please come along for children to play and to get to know othérs in the
community. We do craft activities, as itds the festive
Beau, John, Geraint and Chunk for giving up their time with helping to move the shed to the hall for us and securing the
hall for the babies/toddlers with their DIY skills!! .
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RHOSGOCH SCHOOL FAREWELL TEA groups and good causes with as much as possible retained

With the impending closure of Rhosgoch C Rocally. Mo, Helen, Edwina, Sarah and | worked very hard to
School, secretary Maureen Lloyd; teacher, Helen Hainessure everything of use was relocated appropriately and
and headteacher, Robert Downing arranged a reunion W#in the time limits we'd been set.
for staff past and present. The thifour staff members Congratulations to Caroline Price on the birth of baby Emrys.
who attended (some had also been pupils, parents and g&ducation is the most powerful weapon which you can
ernors) represented every year of theyBfr history of the yse to change the world." Mandela
school . It had been hoped = N4
first headteacher, would attend; however at 92 years of
he felt the travel would have been somewhat excessive
his letter of apology he expressed his sadness at the cldg
of the school; a sentiment echoed by many. All subseq
headteachers attended, as did many of the staff who r¢
nisced about the wonderful times they had had at
school.
Although there had been a refusal by the Wel

NOT EVERYONE COULD ATTEND
Letter from Mr Murray (first headteacher of Rhosgoch
School)

Thank you for kindly inviting me to a fenion tea or|
Sat 23rd November. | feel very sad at the news of the clo-
sure of Rhosgoch C P School as | was headmaster af this
school for the first 21 years.

|l 6m sorry that | woswdian| be
Government to Powys Count|fYea fecause ofinly Gdge (92)ahe distande tottravel @rd ahe e
the school, the school community of parents, staff and gdtime of year. | do remember however coming to the 50th
ernors decided it would be in the best interests of the pup i&’miversary of the school in 2004 and on this occasion | was
to request a managed closure. The closure process is fufpressed by the way the pupils were being taught and the
rently under way following the successful integration gfway that the teachers managed the school.
children in to their new schools in September. With kind regards and all best wishes. T Murray

We have still not 'formally’ closed!

However, the building has now been handed over to thi The photos from Rhosgoch School will be on display at R}zs—

Staff at Rhosgoch School-umion tea

assets departlment of Powys Cpuncll, It's contents relo och Golf Club from December 22nd 2013. Afterwards the
cated as required by county policy. We did manage to - . ) o

. . . will be sent to Powys archives for sorting and archiving. Arly-
tact everyone who might have an emotional link to som

items and | am satisfied we did as qood a iob as possible"e who would like to see them please go along to the Gojf
. 9 J b Club when it is open. There are some photos without dates so
Items not required by other schools were taken by local

| if you can help to date them we would be very grateful. I
The reunion pictures on this page were taken by Jess Fromant

Thank you to everyone for your contributions and A Merry Christmas
and a Happy New Year to you all




RHOSGOCH SCHOOL RE-UNION TEA contd Erwood Show was a successful day out for the boys
Sorry | couldndt meet [up and Pdlob Toh pidkeUp Isevdrad gride¥ in thé/ehildied'sy €
sold our house and we are moving into a rented cottage orsection and Toby is the Country Craft Champiominning
Wednesday. | have happy memories from the time | worked with his quirky table and key holder.
at Rhosgoch | will always remember the music and the Angus managed to go on ax@ek annual cadet camp
Christmas shows, encouraging the birds to use the bifd tanear Portsmouth, which was fun packed with adventure and
ble, Chicken United football team, digging out flower beds. activities, in between working in the kitchen at Llangoed
Also being one lesson ahead of the children when | tgughtHall, sometimes as canopy chef!
welsh and above all the wonderful children. | will be visit- Toby purchased a Kayak with his egg sales revenue
ing in 2014 so can hopefully meet up with some of you then. and so regularly visits Glasbury to practice and Tom enjoys
Viv Marriott using his dingy.
Both Toby and Tom enjoyed 5x60 activities in Bre-
LIFE SINCE RHOSGOCH con and are rugby mad and are playing for Gwernyfed RFC
Despite the years of campaigning and hours of meet- U12s and U10s and Toby has continued to gain medals for
ings, I'm afraid the end of a super small community school his judo and Tom is setting records for his swimming.
was inevitable and was when, and not if !, It was no doubt The holidays were over in a flash, once the obligatory
the Councilds master pl an. A¥S earsm@ndiesth chegkups cempietedeanchaongw, aragbe-j
Powys and with the elaborate and creative benefits of thegan. Tom started in Llyswenlots more children and small
21st century education system, a thick shroud of mystery ischairs and tables, weekly learning logs and tiny school din-

maintained. ners! He's joined after school clubs for calligraphy and net-
There are three happy Millington's who are proud to ball and seems to really be thriving.
have experienced the benefits of Rhosgoch and fully appre- Toby started Gwernyfed, lots more people, much

ciate the personal, organically healthy and rural education more time pressure but is enjoying the variety of teachers,
they received and this | am sure will ensure they continue to rooms and subjects. Both have commented on how they miss
appreciate their roots. the personal friendship and the speed of life is much faster !!

Summer 2013 Angus is now in year 11 sitting GCSE's in July and is

Following a great day out with the school to the sea- complacently undecided as to what's next! Catering? Army?
side at the end of the Summer Term, the Millington's Further Education? He has just achieved his bronze Duke of
launched the Summer Holiday super time. Whilst we never Edinburgh award and his Junior Cadet Instructor's certificate
went to foreign countries, we all enjoy the slowing of pace and enjoyed his work experience in the Trading Standards.
and time out from the working mayhem. The Royal Welsh is However rural our community is the friendships
our annual must; 4 days of good entertainment on our formed at Rhosgoch are maintainedom, Ed C and Peter
doorstep. We were up there by 7.30am so Angus can starcatch up at Cubs and have done a night hike and sleepover
work on the fruit stalls. Toby and Tom juggle the sports With not too much sleep and at Rugby we catch up with Ja-
arena (judo, kayaking and rugby) with meeting us for requ- mie and Chris and at School and swimming with James and
lar checking and top ups! Probably the best entertainmentOllie

was the Intethunt competition which was full of unscripted Thank you to all concerned for the perseverance of
calamities well done to CD [Chris Davies] for persevering ~ assisting in bettering our children’s childhoods at Rhosgoch.
| think even he was lost for words! Regards

We had a wet camping session in the Cotswolds to The Millingtons

celebrate a family 50th Wedding Anniversary. ——
The Erwood Bridge closed at the end of July and the S ik ik S 5

ter Fair has been a nightmare. The Community has lost it'g¥% Rhosgoch Golf 01497 851 251
school, post office, pub and main route to its nearest villagg & Thosgochgolf@yatioo.co.uk
Leisure Club rhosgoch-golf.co.uk

and within the first weekend Llanstephan Bridge was made
one way to again further inconvenience the locals. Now it i _
erratically policed to entrap any local, yet County Council- Roomm gyliable Joc

. X ! . . Weddings, Party’s, Dinners, Bingo’s, Quiz’s
lors and civil servants and lorries persist to drive deter\—E Meetings

minedly at speed down what was once a peaceful narro And more
countryside road with weightimited bridges and the very
few diversion signs are ignored and the passing places ar%
not marked. The Council suggest | drive to Builth to get to &=
Erwood an additional 28 miles round trip!! A sign " Access ks
to local and considerate drivers" would not have gone amis
and passing places marked, as the laybys are not visible iR R K &
the dark!!
During the Summer we went to London for a couple I "o "o - ' R
of days to see the sights and experience the travel net- M Farmer
work and whilst it was great fun it was good to be home * . -
boys did the museums at the speed of light! I Ag ricultural Contractor
We squeezed a couple of weekends down the Gower,
which is a world away from Llandeilo Graban, but an hour 01497 851316
down the road, so ideal for those spur of the moment get . £&' 07970 040158 g%=re
aways. We also went down to South Devon and spent sev-y” Mo .
eral days crabbing in Brixham and Portsmouth.

SUNDAY CARVERY
EVERY SUNDAY 12.45t0 2 pm
BOOKING ESSENTIAL
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CHILDREN IN NEED
Friday 13" November was Children in Need Day
and this year The One Show which is on BBC 1, was
doing The One Show Rickshaw Challenge. Alex Jones
and the cyclists team was coming through Clyro on

Wednesday 13so at school we made flags to wave to
them with Pudsey and team Rickshaw on them. We went
and waited for them to go by on the pavement outside
school opposite the garage we waited a long time then
we could see Pusdey and Alex Jones. Pudsey was giving
us all high fives | was really excited to meet Pudsey, he
gave everyone a sticker and we had our photo taken with
him. On Friday we could wear our pyjamas to school
which was fun as everyone was wearing their pyjamas
even the teachers had theirs on too.

Chloe Jones

| wore my onsie to School for Children in Need
as we could wear pyjamas for the day. My onsie kept me
warm all day in school. We had hot chocolate and bis-
cuits which we gave money to raise money for Children
in Need.
Lily Jones

Court Contractors Lid |

Agricultural / Earthworks/ Plant Hire
Court Farm, Builth Road,

Builth Wells Powys LD2 3RG I
Tel/ Fax 01982 552330 1
hane Owen 07973624216/David Kinsey 07974093554 I
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TRIP TO HOBBYCRAFTS SHOW

After weeks of planning our annual 2 days awa{ at

up
heir
(no

the Craft Show arrived. The day started with Val pickin
Vicky at 5.50am. The rest of the party were making
own way to Hereford Station in case we overslept!
way!)

Arriving in plenty of time to buy a 2 day ticket fto
park the car and return tickets to the N.E.C. We were ojt on
the platform when they arrived just as the train pulled in.
Then it was lie back
strainé (lovely), until
had a mad dash to catch a very crowded Virgin
(standing room only) for the short journey to the N.E.C.

We had time for a hot chocolate before leaving
coats and baggage in the cloak room. Now look out
stall holders here we come (credit card allowing).

First we raced off to find the workshop zone to bpok
our places- card making, painting, jewellery and glass
painting to name a few. We then went our separate ways up
and down the many aisles looking for new ideas, watghing
demonstrations and trying to find any bargains that might
be hiding there.

Meeting up at lunchtime we discussed what we
seen before planning our afternoon sortie. The hours
by and it was soon time to catch a taxi to our B & B.

We had some tea and checked out each others
chases just in case one of us had missed a bargain.
you believe it we retired to our beds at 7.45 pm. It had
a long hard day!

Next morning we were all up and rearing to go gnce
more. We managed to book into some more workshops that
had been full the day before. Now you know why we gq for
2 days!

Our mission today was to look for new ideas |for
craft club and buy items they needed. The only problem
was we kept finding things we needed or wanted!

We agreed to meet the other two at 4pm but
them to go if we werenot
found another workshop to attend.

After a few more purchases we decided to head pack
along the corridors to the train, but halfway we remembered
we had left our glass painted turtles drying on the stand. So
while Vicky guarded our copious baggage Val sprinted
back hoping the security man would let her back in to|col-
lect our works of art! Luckily they did, so we continded
along the corridors wishjng
had brought a bigger suitcase with wheels.

When we arrived back at New Street there wag no
sign of a train back to Hereford on the notice board s¢ we
both thought we would be
B. After asking at the information desk we were relieved to
find a Hereford train leaving in an hours time, plenty of
time to sit and have a drink and something to eat.

After catching our train we could relax and talk
about our 2 crafty days. It was lovely to meet like minded
people who were friendly and keen to know what crafts we
enjoyed as we enjoyed hearing about their crafts.

We have already thought of things we should
bought. Never mind there is always next year.
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Thank you Val & Vicky for this report perhaps thiJs
will inspire others to visit the Hobbycraft show ,it is held
twice a year at the N.E.C. Birmingham in March and N¢
vember.

The new Craft Club is held at Paisncastle Hall or
Tuesday evenings
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